IAMG Council Meeting
held on Thursday, 16 October 2014, 16:15-19:15 PM
at JNU School of Environmental Sciences
Council Members and Guests in Attendance: Qiuming Cheng, President; Jennifer McKinley,
Executive Vice President; David Collins, Treasurer; Raimon Tolosana Delgado, Vice President;
Yongqing Chen, Council Member; Christien Thiart, IGC Councilor; Jef Caers, Editor-in-Chief,
Computers & Geosciences; Guangshen Yan, Chair, IAMG-Geological Survey Commission;
Gerald van den Boogaart, representing IAMG Office; Jan Harff, Invited Guest; Richard SindingLarsen, Invited Guest; Frits Agterberg, Secretary General.

Agenda
1.
2.

President’s remarks
Annual reports of Officers, Committee Chairs and Commission Chairs (if received)
a. President
b. Vice President
c. Secretary General
d. Treasurer (needs motions)
e. Chair of MC’s report
f. Chair of PC’s report (includes EIC’s reports for MG, C&G and NRR)
g. Chair of AC’s report
h. Chair of SAC’s report
i. Chair of CQC’s report
j. Chair of LC’s report
k. Chair of OC’s report
l. Chair of IAMG-Geological Survey’s report
m. IAMG2014 progress report
n. IAMG2015 progress report
o. 36th IGC (2020) progress report
3. Amendments of Statutes, By-Laws and Guidelines
4. IAMG affiliations and associations (IUGG) (needs motion?)
5. Meeting during 35th IGC to be held in Cape Town, South Africa, IAMG’s own booth
and other activities; e.g., to honour Danie Krige?
6. IAMG2015, Springer book for IAMG2015 Proceedings (needs motion)
7. Venue for IAMG2017 suggestions
8. IAMG co-sponsorship of non-IAMG scientif ic meetings (not annual conferences) in
2015 (proposals from CoDA-2015, EGU NP-IAMG joint Session on Singularity Analysis,
…) (needs motion)
9. Redistribution of laudatios across IAMG journals (needs motion)
10. Increased responsibilities of IAMG office (needs motion)
11. Merit award and honorary membership nominations (needs motions)
12. Distribution of responsibilities between IAMG governance entities
13. Review restructures of committees and commissions (add, delete and merge)
(needs motion)
14. Summary of annual reports to be formally presented during Extraordinary General
Assembly
15. New business
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Presentation of Agenda Items and Discussions
1. The President opened the meeting greeting all those in attendance and thanking Dr.
N. Janardhana Raju, Chair of the IAMG2014 Local Organizing Committee, for
arrangements providing us with a meeting room with projector and the kind invitation
to all participants for dinner after the meeting. The agenda, which had been e-mailed
to members of the Extended Council beforehand, was approved without change.

2. The following annual reports were presented:
2a. The President summarized his report. IAMG has been requested to
participate in the IUGS Executive Meeting to be held in Vancouver, Canada, 27-29
January 2015. Qiuming is planning to attend. Recently, the Chinese government has
contributed funding for the new IUGS Resources Future Generations (RFG) initiative
adopted at the last IUGS Executive meeting held in Goa, India, in which Qiuming
also had participated. Shortly before IAMG2014, two successful meetings were held
in China: (1) The Workshop on Frontiers of Mathematical Geosciences organized at
the Geological Survey of China by Guangshen Yan and Qiuming, October 9-10 2014
had 110 participants; (2) The 13th National Workshop on Mathematical Geosciences
and Geoinformation in Xuzhou, 12-13 October 2014 had about 200 participants.
Consideration should be given to the possibility of organizing an IAMG workshop in
Russia where interesting work is in progress but where none of our activities have
taken place after the Moscow IGC in 1984.
During August 2014 an updated version of the IAMG brochure was prepared by
Zhijun Chen and Frits Agterberg. Two thousand copies of it were printed at CUG
Wuhan. It was also incorporated into a new IAMG poster already displayed at the
Beijing and Xuzhou workshops. Harald Poelchau has incorporated it in the IAMG
website for downloading. The LOC arranged for an IAMG booth at IAMG2014 with
posters, brochures, IAMG Newsletters and various materials supplied by Petra van
Steenbergen of Springer including leaflets for Mathematical Geosciences and
Natural Resources Research.

2b. The Executive Vice President summarized her report and reported that she
continues to have close connections with European Geological Surveys in the
context of the IAMG-Geological Survey Commission chaired by Guangshen Yan.
Standards for data capture and interpretation are to be further developed. Multiple
data sources are to be dated and cross-referenced.

2c. The Secretary General expressed special thanks to the IAMG Office Manager
who has done a great job in coping with increased responsibilities during the past
two years.
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2d. The Treasurer presented his report that contained the IAMG budget for 2015.
Recent amendments of the report that had not yet been made available on the new
Extended Council Forum included moving the $ 10,000 US for international travel of
the 2014 Distinguished Lecturer from 2014 to 2015 and an increase from $ 13,000
US to $ 14,500 for Office Contract support. The following motion was passed by the
seven Voting Council Members in attendance (6 Yesses, 0 No’s, 1 abstention):

Resolution: The IAMG Council approves the 2015 budget as proposed by the
Treasurer.

Secondly, the Treasurer presented two possible budgets for IAMG2015 to be held in
Freiberg, Germany, 5-13 September 2015. Provided that the Membership’s yes vote
on the 10 amendments of IAMG Statutes and By-Laws would be ratif ied at the
Extraordinary General Assembly, 18 October 2014, financial responsibility for this
meeting will be moved from the Local Organizing Committee to the IAMG itself. Main
difference between the two proposals was in registration fees and estimated
numbers of participants. The following motion was passed by the seven Voting
Council Members in attendance (6 Yesses, 0 No’s, 1 abstention):

Resolution: Council adopts the revised IAMG2015 budget with lower
registration fees than had been proposed before.

The other 11 reports (2e-o) were briefly discussed and taken as read. It was decided
to discuss the concern of the Awards Committee regarding publication of laudatios
under agenda item 9. A new report by Prof. Eduardo de Mulder on ESM activities in
collaboration with the Outreach Committee was included with the other reports that
had already been posted on the Extended IAMG Council Forum. Before the Council
meeting, the Chair of the Curriculum Quality Committee had sent in his apologies
that no report was forthcoming because of lack of activity during the past year.

3. It was decided to submit the new Amendments of Statutes and By-Laws for
ratif ication to the Extraordinary General Assembly, 18 October 2014.

4.
The following motion was passed unanimously by the seven Voting Council
Members in attendance:
Resolution: The IAMG accepts the invitation of the International Union of Geodesy
and Geophysics to become affiliated with them provided that joint projects can be
developed.
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5. The IAMG has reserved space for a booth at the next IGC in Cape Town, 27 August
to 4 September 2016. The original booth developed in 2008 for the Oslo IGC is to be
transported to Cape Town for display.

6. It was decided to maintain the status quo with respect to decisions on the formats
according to which extended abstracts for IAMG Annual Meetings are to be published.
For example, IAMG2015 plans to provide participants with a USB drive containing its
proceedings. Curran Associates will code all extended abstracts for Scopus and
Compendium.
7. At the 13th National Workshop on Mathematical Geosciences and Geoinformation in
Xuzhou, 11-12 October 2014, the China IAMG Section decided to prepare a proposal
that IAMG2017 should be held in China, probably in Beijing with major sponsorship of
the Geological Survey of China, the China University of Geosciences, and Chengdu
University.
8. Two applications for sponsorship with financial support were approved. Also, Session
NP3.6 on Multifractals and Singularity Analysis in Mineral Exploration and Environmental
Assessment will be convened at the EGU General Assembly in Vienna, 12-17 April
2015, by Qiuming Cheng with Frits Agterberg as co-convenor. Jan Harff is organizing the
international workshop "Marginal Seas and their coastal areas – transit and buffer zones
in continent – ocean interaction”. This meeting in September or October 2015 will be
held at the Yantai Institute of Coastal Zone Research, CAS, under the auspices of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences and co-sponsored by the IAMG.
The following motion was passed unanimously by the seven Voting Council Members in
attendance:
Resolution: The IAMG will co-sponsor CoDA-2015, the 6th international workshop
on compositional data analysis to be held in Girona, Spain, 1-5 June, 2015, as well
as the geostatistical conference organized by the Southern African Institute of
Mining and Metallurgy in honour of Danie Krige, Johannesburg, 19-20 August
2015. Financial support for these meetings will amount to 2,500 Euro (CoDa-2015)
and $ 2,000 US (Danie Krige meeting), respectively.
9. It was decided to maintain the status quo with respect to publication of laudatios in
Mathematical Geosciences and Computers & Geosciences. No decision was taken with
respect to publication of the Matheron Lecturer laudatios.
The following motion was passed by the seven Voting Council Members (4 Yesses, 0
No’s, 3 abstentions):
Resolution: Mathematical Geosciences will continue to publish laudatios of
recipients of the William Christian Krumbein Medal and the Andrei Borosovich
Vistelius Research Award. Computers & Geosciences will continue to publish
laudatios of recipients of the Felix Chayes Prize and the John Cedric Griffiths
Teaching Award.
10. Revision of the contract with the IAMG Office Manager because of increased
responsibilities already was approved when the Treasurer’s budget for 2015 was
adopted (item 2d).
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11. The following motion was passed unanimously by the seven Voting Council
Members in attendance:
Resolution: A special merit certificate with plaque will be awarded to JoAnne
DeGraffenreid for her extraordinary services to the Association, especially as
Editor of the IAMG Monograph Series. IAMG Honorary Lifetime Memberships will
be offered to Jorgina Ross and John Tipper for their exceptionally important
contributions.
12. Status quo will be maintained.
13. Status quo will be maintained.
14. Presentation of annual reports at Extraordinary Assembly will be as proposed in the
Business meeting agenda.
15. No new business was proposed and the meeting was adjourned.

Draft of Minutes of the

Extraordinary General Assembly held on Saturday 18,
October 2014, 16:15-18:30 PM at Conference Auditorium-1
16:15 – 16:30: (1) IAMG Student Awards
16:30 – 17:15: (2) IAMG DL-2015 Gordon Kaufman
17:15 – 18:30: (3) IAMG Business Meeting
Agenda of IAMG Business Meeting
1. Introduction by the President
2. Brief report about IAMG Council meeting with highlights of progress (30min + 15min
discussion)
a. Memberships
b. Finance
c. Motions and resolutions
d. Annual conferences (2015, 2016, 2017)
e. Affiliations and Associations (IUGG)
f. Other information
3. Ratif ication of proposed and accepted amendments (needs motion) (10 min
introduction + 10 min discussion)
4. New business (10 minutes)

Program of Extraordinary General Assembly and Discussion
(1) The Secretary General summarized history of various IAMG grants and scholarships
annually given out to graduate students and postdoctoral fellows. We are now in the
second year that $ 22,500.00 US is awarded in our Student Research Grants Awards
Program. The guidelines for this program were developed during the fall of 2012 and
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were used again this year with success. Only slight fine-tuning will be applied before
the beginning of the 2015 round of applications.
This year, two $ 5,000 US Computers & Geosciences Research Scholarships are
to be handed out. Co-ordination of activities within the selection committee for the
C&G scholarships was undertaken by Paul Cumine of Elsevier who has taken over
from Katherine Eve as our Elsevier Publisher. Winners of our three $ 2,500 US
Mathematical Geosciences Student Awards and two $ 2,500 US Natural Resources
Research Student Awards were selected by the other committee chaired by Jeff
Boisvert who kindly has taken over from Larry Drew who was the 2013 Chair. Two of
the seven winners were actually in New Delhi participating in IAMG2014 so that they
could be handed their certif icates by the IAMG President at this time. These were
Catarina Guerreiro, winner of a Mathematical Geosciences Student Award, and
Sujay Bandyopadhyay, winner of a Natural Resources Research Student Award. The
other winners will receive their certif icates in the mail and their grants from the IAMG
Treasurer.

(2) The Executive Vice President introduced Professor Gordon Kaufman, the 2015
IAMG Distinguished Lecturer, who provided us with an excellent lecture on the
statistical estimation of hydrocarbon resources globally and in various regions of the
world.

(3) The President opened the IAMG Business Meeting.

1. In his introductory remarks, Qiuming mentioned that the IAMG favours
transparency. Its long-term strategy is discussed within the Extended IAMG
Council of about 30 people, not only our Council Members but also invited guests
including former members of the IAMG Executive Committee and Committee
Chairs. This is fruitful because it expands the scope of our debates and decisionmaking. We would welcome additional members of the Extended Council who
would be interested in participating.
2. A summary of discussions during and resolutions resulting from the Council
meeting held the preceding Thursday, October 25th, was presented. The following
topics were highlighted:
a. Memberships: In 2012 and 2013 the IAMG had 742 and 766 members,
respectively. In September 2014 there were 735 members. The decrease is
mainly due to the fact that student members in some Student Chapters have
not yet renewed their individual memberships. Total IAMG membership
probably stands at about 800.
b. Finance: The Treasurer presented salient facts from recent annual budgets.
IAMG investments have continued recovery from the 2008 worldwide
financial crisis. Total investments, that had reached about $ 1 million US in
2012, now stand at about $ 1.3 million US. Due to renewal of our C&G
contract with Elsevier at the beginning of 2013 journal royalties were
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exceptionally high for that year because C&G royalties under the old contract
were paid during the following year whereas now they are paid quarterly
during the current year. Because C&G royalties have become fixed at $
70,000 US annually (including $ 10,000 for C&G Research Scholarships),
royalty income is expected to stabilize at about $ 89,000 US annually.
c. Motions and resolutions. In total six motions were passed. The resolutions
will be entered on the IAMG Membership website.
d. Annual conferences: The 2015 annual conference will be in Freiberg,
Germany. The 2016 IGC will be in Cape Town, South Africa. A new proposal
to organize the 2017 annual conference in China will be forthcoming.
Tentatively, the 2018 annual conference will be held in the Czech Republic in
order to celebrate our 50th Anniversary.
e. Affiliations and associations. Plans are underway for the IAMG to become
affiliated with the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics.
3.

Ratif ication of amendments of the Statutes and By-Laws: The Secretary General
briefly reviewed history of the IAMG Constitution originally adopted in 1968. Ten
new amendments had been proposed by the IAMG Council. The entire
membership was asked to vote separately on each amendment. Thanks are due
to the IAMG Members who voted on the website prepared by our Office
Manager. This is because it was time-consuming for members to make a detailed
comparison between existing and revised Statutes and By-Laws in order to
approve or disapprove. Every amendment was passed with a majority of more
than 90%. Dan Tetzlaff moved acceptance of the ten amendments. His motion
was seconded by Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn. The members at the meeting
unanimously approved and the motion was passed.

Resolution: The ten newly proposed amendments of the IAMG Statutes and
By-Laws, which had been approved by voting of the IAMG Membership, are
ratified at the Extraordinary General Assembly held in New Delhi, 18
October 2014.

4. New business: Raimon Tolosana Delgado urged participants in the meeting to
visit the Freiberg IAMG2015 website and to help the LOC with section proposals
and issuing invitations to mathematical geoscientists to participate. Richard
Sinding-Larsen proposed to consider forming an IAMG Commission for the
introduction of mathematical geosciences to 10-12 year olds by developing a set
of problem-solving exercises. Daya Sagar advocated increases in publicity
outlining the benefits of mathematical geosciences, particularly with respect to
the 2020 IGC that will be held in New Delhi.

5. The President closed the meeting after thanking all those who attended.
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