
IAMG Council Meeting

Cristobal Bordiú Room, Geological Survey of Spain Building, Calle Ríos Rosas 
23, 28003 Madrid (near Rios Rosas underground station), 2:00 - 5:30 PM on 
Sunday, September 1st, 2013.
Minutes prepared by Secretary General Frits Agterberg with inputs from 
participants, 19/09/2013.

In attendance were: Qiuming Cheng (President), Jennifer McKinley (Executive 
Vice President), David Collins (Treasurer), Frits Agterberg (Secretary General), 
Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn (Past President), Raimon Tolosana Delgado (Vice 
President), Guillaume Caumon (Councilor), June Hill (Councilor), Liu Gang 
(Councilor), Xianchuan Yu (representing Yongqing Chen, Councilor), Harald 
Poelchau (Newsletter & Website Editor), Graeme Bonham-Carter (Archivist & 
Chair Publications Committee), Ricardo Olea (Chair, Meetings Committee), 
Helmut Schaeben (Chair Student Affairs Committee), John Schuenemeyer (Chair, 
Awards Committee), Honggang Qu (representing Yan Guangsheng, Chair IAMG-
Geological Surveys Commission), Eulogio Pardo-Igúzquiza (Chair, IAMG2013 
Organizing Committee), Eduardo de Mulder (Executive Director, Earth Science 
Matters Foundation), Peter Dowd (invited guest), Jan Harff (invited guest), 
Richard Sinding-Larsen (invited guest).

Agenda:
1.       Welcome and opening by IAMG President
2.       Approval of final agenda
3.       President’s report
4.       Vice President’s report
5.       Treasurer’s report
6.       Secretary General’s report
7.       Awards Committee report
8.       Curriculum Quality Committee report
9.       Lectures Committee report
10.   Meetings Committee report
11.   Outreach Committee report
12.   Publications Committee report
13.   Student Affairs Committee report
14.   Final Website Commission report
15.   Meetings Strategy Commission report
16.   Presentation by Earth Science Matters Executive Director
17.   Future IAMG conferences
18.   New business
19.   Closing remarks
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After welcome from the President, Ricardo Olea proposed that the order of topics 
on the agenda should be changed by first selecting any potentially controversial 
subjects that should be discussed in more detail. Care was taken during the meeting 
that sufficient time was available for all concerns.
Traditionally, separate annual reports are prepared by Officers and Committee 
Chairs before a Council Meeting is held during the IAMG Annual Conference. 
Reports by the three Editors-in-Chief and editors of the Monograph Series and 
Website/Newsletter are included in the report of the Chair, Publications 
Committee. For this year’s meeting, two Commission Chair reports were prepared 
as well. All 18 annual reports were received and distributed to participants before 
the Council Meeting.
A major accomplishment for 2012-2013 was the completion of the new publishing 
agreement for Computers & Geosciences with Elsevier. A significant change from 
earlier contracts is that now there are fixed US $70,000 annual royalties (to be 
increased for inflation) of which US $ 10,000 will go to four annual US $ 2,500 
Computers & Geosciences Research Scholarships for students or post-doctorate 
fellows. Additionally, the IAMG commenced awarding three annual US $ 2,500 
Mathematical Geosciences scholarships and two annual US $ 2,500 Natural 
Resources Research scholarships. Three sets of guidelines, one for each journal, 
were prepared and two selection committees were formed. Before IAMG 2013, the 
first nine winners were selected from among the more than 60 scholarship 
applications received this first year. Our Office Manager, Regina van den Boogaart 
has done an excellent job of creating new online scholarship application form, 
database management and preparation of certificates. 
At our Council Meeting, the four annual reports by members of the Executive 
Committee were presented and discussed followed by the seven annual reports of 
the Committee Chairs. The final report of the Website Commission was presented 
by Harald Poelchau. It was accepted, and it’s Chair Dan Tetzlaff and members 
were thanked for their contribution. The new Meetings Strategy Commission 
chaired by Raimon Tolosana Delgado will continue to exist longer, in order to 
prepare further recommendations in addition to the new IAMG conference 
guidelines that had already been accepted (Council Resolution #24, 15/Jul/2013). 
Some concern was expressed that according to our Statutes, Commissions have a 
limited lifespan whereas Committees are long-term standing bodies. Qiuming 
Cheng suggested that IAMG Commissions can be changed into Committees on an 
individual basis.
Richard Sinding-Larsen commented on possible outreach to high-school students 
by making geomathematical examples available to them.  The Norwegian oil 
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industry has developed mathematical oil prospect examples for use in secondary 
education. Jack Schuenemeyer mentioned that the American Statistical Association 
has a program for teaching statistics to high-school students in which 40 or 50 
countries participate. Raimon Tolosana-Delgado remarked that supplementary 
material for students might be included in our journals. Jennifer McKinley 
suggested an IAMG website for high-school students.
Helmut Schaeben advised that we can expect an application to found a new student 
chapter in Lisbon, Portugal. There was some discussion about who should approve 
such applications. In general, decisions of this type fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Student Affairs Committee.
Ricardo Olea suggested that IAMG should obtain a number of copies of the new 
Spanish geomathematical textbook by Eulogio Pardo-Igúzquiza for distribution to 
schools in Spanish-speaking countries. This idea received favorable comments and 
will be acted upon.
Eduardo de Mulder presented a progress report on our first Outreach Project (on 
Compositional Data Analysis) performed in collaboration with Earth Science 
Matters of which the IAMG is a Scientific International Sponsor. The project 
received favorable comments and will be continued during 2014 for both 
Compositional Data Analysis and Local Singularity Analysis. Suggestions for other 
IAMG Outreach topics would be most welcome.
Eric Grunsky remarked that authors of articles accepted for publication in 
Computers & Geosciences used to receive letters inviting them to join the IAMG. 
Graeme Bonham-Carter suggested that the one-year free IAMG membership 
currently offered to first authors of articles in any of our three journals be extended 
to all authors. A tentative estimate is that this would double the number of new 
members created in this manner. There was considerable discussion of the pros and 
cons of free memberships of this type. It was decided to wait for a more definite 
proposal on the matter from the Publications Committee.
Guillaume Caumon advocated that the IAMG should liaise with other professional 
societies that have similar mathematical and statistical interests. Ricardo Olea 
suggested that our association with the AAPG could serve as a model for other co-
operations of this type. Eduardo de Mulder pointed out that ties with the IUGS can 
be strengthened, particularly with respect to our respective websites. With the ISI, 
this organization is one of the IAMG’s two parents. IUGS furthers initiatives such 
as One Geology and YES (Young Earth Scientists) with which the IAMG could 
become involved. The matter of possible IGCP projects originating from within 
IAMG was not discussed.
With respect to future IAMG conferences and IAMG-sponsored courses, Ricardo 
Olea stated that the Meetings Committee is a support group. Future IAMG Annual 
Meetings will be held in Delhi, India (2014) and in Freiberg, Germany (2015). Our 
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2016 Annual Meeting will be held during the next International Geological 
Congress in Cape Town, South Africa (2016). The deadline for formal proposals 
for hosting the 2017 IAMG Annual Meeting is February, 2015. The Curriculum 
Quality Committee should become pro-active itself but also co-ordinate with the 
Meetings Committee. Participants in the Council Meeting expressed support for 
the idea of Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn that the IAMG should co-sponsor the Workshop 
“GeoMap” on CoDA in regional geochemistry to be held in Olomouc (CZ), 17-20 
June, 2014.
Liu Gang suggested that certain key contributions of the IAMG including 
geostatistics with Kriging methods for 2D and 3D interpolation could be more 
prominently mentioned with banners in our Newsletter, flyers and website.
There was some discussion regarding the fact that the new Guidelines specify that 
IAMG Annual Conferences have a Local Organizing Committee with a single 
Chair, whereas the proposal for IAMG2015 to be held in Freiberg, Germany, had 
three proposers. It was proposed that Helmut Schaeben be the sole IAMG2015 
Chair and he will be considered as such unless there will be objections to this 
proposal before the end of this year.
The 10 Voting Members attending the meeting unanimously passed the motion for 
acceptance of several amendments of the IAMG budget for 2014 as proposed by 
Treasurer David Collins and the budget for 2014 contained in his 2013/14 annual 
report will replace the preliminary 2014 budget previously accepted by Council 
(Resolution #14, 26/Nov/2012).
During the past year, several By-Laws have been suspended. According to our 
Statutes, these temporary suspensions are subject to approval of the General 
Assembly. An Extraordinary General Assembly will be held one year from now 
during IAMG2014 in Delhi, India.

President Qiuming Cheng thanked all Members in attendance for participating 
in the Council Meeting. Special thanks are due to the IAMG2013 Organizing 
Committee for arrangements including provision of the splendid venue for this 
meeting, and to the Research and Development Center of the China Geological 
Survey for sponsoring the Tapas and Wine social event that followed the Council 
Meeting.
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IAMG 2012/13 Annual Reports

President’s report
Qiuming Cheng
Toronto, August 2012 – August, 2013.
It has been a year since the appointment of our new Council during the 34 th IGC in Brisbane. 
This past year was a challenging yet prosperous year for the IAMG. We set high expectations 
during the last Council meeting; some of these objectives have been achieved and others still 
remain to be realized. My sincere thanks are due to the IAMG Executive, Council members and 
many other IAMG members who are so dedicated and engaged in keeping IAMG business 
going. I also want to express my gratitude to our past Presidents, previous Council members, and 
reappointed Committee Chairs for their continuing involvement and assistance in IAMG affairs 
thus ensuring quality and efficiency of IAMG management. Important issues were discussed 
within the IAMG Council, along with inputs from many invited participants. This concept of 
openness not only has led to new ideas and increased transparency of decision-making, but it 
also has helped to maintain quality and efficiency of the decisions that were taken. In the 
following, I will provide a summary of activities and resolutions made by the Council during the 
last year. Several thoughts about issues to be considered for the next year will be included at the 
end.
 1. Organizational Matters
Organizational systems and structure are essential for any association and organization. The first 
task of the new Council was to set up energetic teams consisting of Executive, Committees and 
Commissions. All current committees and commissions have their Chairs, our journals have their 
Editors-in-Chief, and several other initiatives have been implemented.

1.1. Installation of new Council
Immediately after the installation of the new Council during the 34 th IGC, our first successful 
Council meeting provided an excellent transition. At this Council meeting, former officers, 
current editors, and committee chairs in attendance were invited and asked to summarize their 
annual reports, with emphasis on future developments to be implemented by the new Council. 
Decisions were taken for consolidation of IAMG organization including appointments of 
committee chairs, journal editors, the roles of our vice presidents, and new committees and 
commissions. 

1.2 Reappointed Committee Chairs 
Ricardo Olea continues to serve as Chair of the Meetings Committee, and Helmut Schaeben as 
Chair of the Student Affairs Committee. Graeme Bonham-Carter remained as Chair of the 
Publications Committee to be replaced by Eric Grunsky in September, 2013.

1.3 Newly appointed Committee and Commission Chairs
Jack Schuenemeyer and Julián Ortiz have been appointed to chair the Awards and Curriculum 
Quality Committees, respectively. The IAMG Distinguished Lecturer Committee and the 
Georges Matheron Lecturer Committee were combined into a single committee called the 
“Lectures Committee” chaired by Executive Vice-President Jennifer McKinley. Our new 
Outreach Committee, which closely co-operates with Earth Science Matters, successor to 
International Year of Planet Earth, is chaired by Frits Agterberg. An IAMG Website Commission 
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was formed and chaired by Dan Tetzlaff to explore options, to reduce cost of server / developer 
and other issues. A new commission, the IAMG-Geological Survey Commission, has been 
established and is chaired by Yan Guangsheng of the China Geological Survey. Its purpose is to 
develop close ties between the IAMG and geological surveys worldwide and to advance the use 
of geomathematics and geoinformatics within government organizations. A new Meetings 
Strategy Commission was established and chaired by Raimon Tolosana Delgado during the past 
few months for developing new guidelines for future annual conferences.

1.4 Journal Editor-in-Chiefs
Our journals are doing very well under the leadership of Roussos Dimitrakopoulos as Editor-in-
Chief of Mathematical Geosciences, and Jef Caers, Editor-in-Chief of Computers & 
Geosciences. John Carranza was appointed as the new Editor-in-Chief of Natural Resources 
Research. Harald Poelchau remains our Editor of the IAMG Newsletter & Website.

1.5 Office of IAMG
It was decided that Regina remains as office manager of IAMG based in Freiberg while the 
permanent address remains in Houston, US. Graeme Bonham-Carter will continue to be our 
Archivist with hard copy archive materials stored in his basement in Merrickville, Ontario. 
Daniel Merriam remains the IAMG Historian.

2. Important Issues and Resolutions
Under the new Council administration, several important issues had broad discussions among 
Councilors with input from other invited participants. In this section, some of the issues and 
resolutions are summarized. More detailed information about each issue can be found in other 
relevant reports in the package of reports prepared for the Council. All reports will become 
available at the IAMG website. 

2.1 Budgets of IAMG 
Budgets for 2013 and 2014 were developed, discussed and approved by Council. Details of it can 
be found in the Treasurer’s report. The IAMG not only maintains a balanced budget, but it also 
has created new activities including new Student (Young Scientist) Research Grants associated 
our three journals, partially due to revenues from our new contract with Elsevier for 2013. 

2.2 Contract for C&G with Elsevier
A new contract was developed with assistance of Graeme, Chair of the Publications Committee 
and, was signed by IAMG and Elsevier. IAMG has already received revenues from Elsevier for 
2012 and 2013. Details can be seen in the Treasurer’s report. IAMG is grateful to Graeme for his 
excellent leadership and consistent involvement in IAMG affairs. 

2.3 Annual Conferences and IAMG Sponsored Conferences
The Meetings Committee (MC) chaired by Ricardo Olea has done excellent work for providing 
advice and guidance to the organizers of the IAMG2013 and IAMG2014 conferences as well as 
selecting new conference sites for IAMG2015 and other IAMG-sponsored meetings. MC reports 
excellent progress on the organization of IAMG-2013 and IAMG-2014 which are in good 
standing. I am very proud to congratulate the Organizing Committee of IAMG-2013, chaired by 
Eulogio Pardo Igúzquiza, for a hugely successful conference this year. Various keynote lectures 
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have been scheduled. Business meetings for IAMG committees are being arranged to be held 
during the conference. Various awards will be presented during the conference. 
The proposal for hosting the IAMG-2015 Annual Conference in Freiberg, Germany from Helmut 
Schaeben, Gerald van den Boogaart and Raimon Tolosana-Delgado has been approved by 
Council. This means that sites for annual conferences for four years including the one to be held 
during the 35th IGC have been decided. IAMG2013 is in Madrid, IAMG2014 will be in New 
Delhi, and IAMG2015 in Freiberg. For the year of 2016, IAMG will have a meeting together 
with 35th IGC in Cape Town. Detailed information about the proposals for these meetings can be 
found in the MC Chair’s report.
At the recommendation of the MC, the Council approved a request from Peter Filzmoser 
(Austria) to financially support the Fifth International Workshop on Compositional Data Analysis 
held in Vorau, Austria, 3−7 June 2013. 

2.4 New Guidelines for future annual conferences 
The local organizer committee of IAMG2015 proposes that IAMG-2015 and subsequent annual 
conferences should be integral operations within IAMG, rather than independent operations as 
they are currently organized. This proposal for change in philosophy of organizing IAMG annual 
conferences was initially proposed by our Past President, Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn at the last 
Council meeting, and the proposal was discussed extensively for its pros and cons. The 
Executive feels there is a need to thoroughly evaluate the situation and make wise decisions with 
long term planning. The Council decided to form a Meetings Strategy Commission (MSC) 
chaired by Vice President Raimon Tolosana-Delgado, two members from the current MC (Jenny, 
Ricardo), and the Treasurer (David). The main objective of the new commission was to 
coordinate discussions on how to offer conferences that benefit IAMG both by increasing 
scientific standards and financial profitability. The main change to be considered is to modify the 
guidelines for financial responsibility of running the annual conference. Such changes are to 
encourage proposals for hosting annual conferences from local teams from broader regions, 
especially from places and teams with less experience in hosting IAMG conferences; and to 
increase the profitability of conferences to IAMG. MSC has worked very hard and done 
excellent work with proposals for new guidelines. The proposal was widely discussed among the 
Council with inputs from its extended group. The guidelines have been approved by Council and 
the details can be found in the report of MSC and report of General Secretary. Annual 
conferences for 2015 and afterwards will be offered under the new guidelines. The new 
guidelines shall be reviewed after the IAMG conference of 2018.   

2.5 Student (young scientist) Grants
This year IAMG offers its existing student grants for which four student winners have been 
selected by the Student Affairs Committee (SC) chaired by Helmut Schaeben. In addition, new 
student grants associated with our three Journals have been initialized, and will be awarded to 9 
students or postdoctoral fellows each with a $2500 prize. Two committees have been formed to 
make selections for these grants. Guidelines were developed with the help from the Publications 
Committee (PC) chaired by Graeme Bonham-Carter in consultation with the Executive and our 
Publishers. The winners will be announced at the IAMG annual conference.

2.6 IAMG awards and Lecturers 
The IAMG Awards Committee (AC) chaired by Jack Schuenemeyer has selected two excellent 
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winners for the two awards to be presented at IAMG-2013. They are Dr. Raimon Tolosana-
Delgado (Spain) for the Chayes Prize and Dr. Grégoire Mariethoz (Australia) for the Vistelius 
Research Award. Both winners will deliver keynote presentations at IAMG-2013.
The IAMG Lectures Committee (LC) chaired by Jennifer McKinley (IAMG Executive VP) has 
selected Dr. Peter A. Dowd (University of Adelaide, Australia) as the 2013 George Matheron 
Lecturer, and Dr. Eric Grunsky as the 2014 Distinguished Lecturer who will present his lecture 
plan at IAMG-2013.

2.7 IAMG Website and Newsletters
We have a newly migrated Association website up running. As Dan Tetzlaff summarizes in his 
report to the Executive (see below) and in Harald Poelchau’s Website and Newsletter Editor 
report, we had to make major changes to accommodate unreasonably high costs of our previous 
server, also because our website was hacked and used for nefarious banking transactions. The 
new website is more economic, faster, and more secure. More information about the migration of 
the website can be found in Dan’s report and in Harald’s report.
Thanks to Harald’s hard work, two excellent Newsletters were produced and mailed out. Our 
Newsletters are also available for downloading from the IAMG website.

2.8 Outreach
Outreach in collaboration with Earth Science Matters is underway on “Compositional Data 
Analysis” to be followed by to be newly planned joint work on “Local Singularity Analysis”. A 
shared booth by IAMG, ESM and the International Lithosphere Program was first put up at the 
Brisbane IGC, and during 2013, at CAG24 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and EGU in Vienna, 
Austria. It is also at IAMG2013 in Madrid. 

2.9 Journals and Books
The report of the Publications Committee by Graeme Bonham-Carter including the Editor-In-
Chief reports indicate that our three journals are doing very well, in quantity, quality, and 
citations. Both MG and C&G maintain very steady and static increase of Impact Factor (IF). 
Both have been ranked highly amongst its cohorts: for example, C&G ranked #27 out of 99 
journals. Our editors are to be commended.
 Under the leadership of the new Editor-n-Chief, John Carranza and his newly formed editorial 
board, new energy is brought into improving the standing of NRR. We are positive that this 
Journal will be granted ISI in 2014 as is intended. In the meantime, IAMG established members 
are encouraged to submit their work to NRR as articles, either as regular papers or for special 
and thematic issues.   
Jo Anne DeGraffenreid, Editor of IAMG Studies in Mathematical Geosciences (SMG) has 
reported that Oxford University Press continues to be pleased with its partnership with IAMG for 
the Studies in Mathematical Geosciences series. A new book Principles of Mathematical 
Petrophysics by John Doveton from the University of Kansas will be published as the next 9th 
book in this series. The book authored P J Lee published in 2008 has been translated into Chinese 
and published by the OUP. IAMG members are encouraged to use this platform to publish your 
books. IAMG wishes to publish more books in this series. Contact Jo Anne for more information.

2.10 IAMG Office 
Regina has done excellent work not only for her ordinary IAMG office duty but also on new 
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tasks such as co-ordination of student grant applications. Regina is providing more services for 
the IAMG office management as well as supporting IAMG2015 in the future. A revised contract 
is under consideration for Regina.
  
3. New business and issues
While the council and committees may not have completed all tasks proposed for last year, it has 
accomplished much including the main management objective for a smooth operation during the 
first year. Uncompleted tasks remain on the list and we hope to work on these in the coming 
years. Some of these issues will be discussed during the forthcoming Council Meeting in Madrid. 
Quoting Ricardo’s comment in his response to a survey conducted by the IAMG 2015 Strategic 
Committee, “I think that for years the main aspiration of IAMG has been to grow into a larger 
organization of at least 2000 members. Such size would make IAMG look more of a successful 
and influential group.” The growth of size and strength of IAMG was my main concern, when I 
became committed to run for president of IAMG. To achieve this objective, we all need to work 
as hard and wisely as we can. I am always open for suggestions. Here I want to bring a few items 
into attention for the Council to consider:

3.1 Scope of IAMG?
To be successful and influential, IAMG needs to be big and strong. Since IAMG changed its 
name from Mathematical Geology to Mathematical Geosciences four years ago, we all have 
hoped this change would not only reflect the current status of the IAMG, but also open 
opportunities for growth. A question is how to make us grow faster? In order to increase the size 
of IAMG, two aspects may be considered: broadening the scope of subjects to be considered, and 
increasing our appeal, especially in the areas with high growth potential. In order to enhance the 
strength of IAMG and its influence, IAMG needs to show innovative enthusiasm, valuable 
contributions, and applications to solve critical problems in geosciences. IAMG Members now 
are involved in more topics than ever before as is reflected in the programs of our annual 
conferences as well as the articles published in our journals. For example, as I am writing this 
report, Jef Caers (Editor-in-Chief, Computers & Geosciences) sent out an e-mail with invitation 
to find an Associate Editor for C&G in "Informatics for Hydrology". Informatics and 
mathematical modeling in hydrology is a rapidly growing field in the geosciences that heavily 
involves mathematical modeling and geoinformatics. Similar potential fields for more 
involvement could include but are not limited to mathematics in geophysics and mathematics in 
geochemistry. For example, several sessions in the field of nonlinear processes in geosciences 
list at AGU conference involve math and statistics such as: AGU and Mathematics of Planet 
Earth 2013: thriving the maths-geophysics synergies; Big Data in Geophysics: Statistical 
Approaches Across Scales; Complex Networks in Geosciences; Non-Gaussian and Non-Linear 
Aspects of Data Assimilation/Fusion and Predictability; and statistical geodynamics, just to name 
a few. The keywords related to these sessions such as characterizing uncertainty and 
computational methods across scales are closely related to the interests of IAMG. There are great 
opportunities for IAMG in the areas of quantitative modeling of geo-processes, analytical 
analysis in geosciences, computational geosciences, quantitative modeling in informatics, in 
addition to statistical and spatial statistical and numerical analysis. 
  
3.2 Journals
Content published in IAMG journals serves as the base for the association to grow. The question 
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is how we should use the instrument of journals to publish our quality articles as well to promote 
IAMG as a whole? Do we have enough journals to cope with the developments of IAMG? Are 
there any other possibilities and necessities to create more journals in order to open new doors? 
How to prevent others from creating journals in our field and how that will impact on the 
IAMG? One of the examples is the recently created journal of Spatial Analysis by a group with 
Elsevier. Given the ease of internet-based open access journals, more such journals are to be 
expected. What strategy should IAMG adopt in the competitive world? Can we create new 
journals using any of the following titles: Quantitative Geosciences, Quantitative Modeling in 
Geoinformatics, Spatial Data Analysis, Mathematical analysis of Nonlinear Geoprocesses, 
Nonlinear Geomathematics, Statistical Geosciences, Computational Geosciences, Compositional 
Data Analysis, Predictive Mapping in Geosciences, and Mathematics of Planet Earth? Or split 
the C&G Journal into series A: Computational Geology, series B: Computational Geophysics, 
series C: Computational Geoinformatics, just to provide some examples?  

3.3 Membership
Organizing conferences, creating student chapters, among others things of IAMG, have shown 
positive impact on increase of memberships during the past several years. For example, student 
chapters as centers and clusters magnetize young people to know about and to become interested 
in joining IAMG. IAMG should further support the activity of students and young scientists to 
increase the numbers of chapters and to enhance the quality of services to student chapters. For 
example, IAMG may consider giving a leadership award to a student who has done remarkable 
work in MG research as well as promotion of student activities. A Best Paper award for students 
can also be considered for presentation at conferences or published papers in journals. Students 
are the hope of the IAMG!
Organizing IAMG conferences in some regions may not only promote IAMG but also to 
stimulate regional or domestic activities which increase IAMG memberships in the region, at 
least for a shorter period of time. The question is how to convince the new members to stay as 
regular IAMG members. Regions, especially from those countries or regions where there are no 
regular councilors can be invited to serve on the council as non-voting members. In addition to 
the annual conferences, other types of conferences such as Compositional Data Analysis 
workshops should be encouraged and supported. IAMG may allocate funds to financially support 
these types of conferences.    

3.4 MPE2013 opportunities
The International Year of Mathematics of Planet Earth (MPE2013) has generated wide awareness 
among geoscientists and mathematicians. What should IAMG do to benefit from MPE2013 or 
beyond MPE2013+? The IAMG also is a sponsor of the International Year of Statistics.

10



Executive Vice President’s report - Jennifer McKinley
August 2012 - 2013

Within this VP report, I review my involvement in several IAMG committees and opportunities 
to undertake the mission of the IAMG during the last year. 

1. Involvement in Committees
I am very pleased and honoured to have been able to support both the work of the President, 
Executive Committee and Council, but also the initiatives of our very active membership. As 
Chair of the Lectures Committee, I have prepared a separate more detailed report (LC201308). In 
summary following the nomination of several excellent candidates, Professor Peter Dowd was 
selected as the 2013 George Matheron Lecturer and Dr Eric Grunsky was selected as the 2014 
Distinguished Lecturer (DL). Professor Dowd will deliver a keynote lecture at the 2013 IAMG in 
Madrid. A separate report is prepared as a summary update of the ongoing presentations and 
workshops delivered by the current 2013 DL Pierre Goovaerts. As an ex officio member of the 
Meeting Committee, with my fellow members of the committee, I have provided advice and 
guidance to the organizer of the IAMG2013 and IAMG2014 conferences and acted as the liaison 
between Council and the Meetings Committee. With Ricardo Olea, I represented the committee 
at the Meeting Strategy Commission, chaired by Raimon Tolosana Delgado, to amend the 
Guidelines to Organize IAMG Conferences and to facilitate acceptance of IAMG2015 Freiberg 
proposal. 
As an ex officio member of the Outreach Committee, chaired by Frits Agterberg, I was pleased 
that two of my PhD students, Andrew Bell and Martin Robinson and my postdoctoral Fellow Dr 
Antoinette Keaney, all current IAMG members, whilst presenting at the European Geosciences 
Union (EGU) in Vienna, April 2013 were able to assist Eduardo de Mulder at the joint IAMG 
and Earth Science Matters (with the International Lithosphere Program) stand. As a member of 
the Website Commission, I must emphasise the crucial roles that Harald Poelchau and Dan 
Tetzlaff within the Website Commission played this year with the migration of the hosting and 
maintenance of the IAMG website.  In December 2012, when most of us were enjoying a 
seasonal break, I was copied into emails with the alarming news that the IAMG site was being 
used by hackers for illegal phishing activities. I would like to acknowledge the diligence of 
Harald and Dan in their decisive response to recover and ensure the integrity of the site that 
enabled the website to remain functioning. I also commend the members of the Website 
Commission (and in particular Harald and Dan) in the efficient migration of IAMG website to 
the new host, administered by Dragonfly.

2. Concerns and new initiatives as discussed at the IAMG Council Meeting August 10, 
2012

(1) IAMG- Geological Surveys: IAMG’s involvement in government programs 

As a partner in Tellus Border, an EU INTERREG IVA-funded survey project that has mapped the 
rocks, soils and streams of the six border counties of the Republic of Ireland using geochemical 
and geophysical techniques, I have had the opportunity to promote the role of spatial statistics 
and geostatistics in geosciences within government, industry and academia. The Tellus Border 
project (http://www.tellusborder.eu/) is a cross border initiative between The Geological Survey 
of Northern Ireland, the Geological Survey of Ireland, Queen’s University Belfast and Dundalk 
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Institute of Technology. Research within the Project that is underpinned by mathematical 
geoscience (to be presented at the IAMG in Madrid) includes 1) The spatiotemporal remote 
sensed assessment of soil carbon and 2) The use of a compositional analysis approach to 
investigate soil geochemistry data. This collaborative research results from a very well received 
and successful visit to Belfast by Raimon Tolosana-Delgado 28th – 30th January 2013.

(2) IAMG-Associations: 

Links between IAMG and IUGS initiatives 
As  Communications  Officer  of  the  IUGS  –  Initiative  on  Forensic  Geology  (IFG) 
(http://www.forensicgeologyinternational.com/)  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  promote  the 
appropriate and robust use of GIS and geostatistics in forensic geosciences in collaboration with 
UK, European Forensic Science Regulators and law enforcement agencies worldwide. Following 
on from a successful IUGS-funded IFG training event in best-practice search methods with the 
Australian Federal Police (AFP) in conjunction with the IUGS Brisbane August 2012, where the 
attendees represented the AFP, Australian State Police from Queensland, Western Australia and 
Victoria, Brazilian federal police, Netherlands Police Agency and Japan Criminal Investigation 
Bureau, I will be involved in several other IUGS-IFG scheduled training events over the next 
few months: The Second Ibero-American Workshop On Forensic Geology with the Brazilian 
Federal Police,  Brasilia, Brazil October 2-4th 2013 and the Russian Federal Centre of Forensic 
Science (RFCFS) in Moscow 22nd October 2013. These are opportunities to promote the role of 
geoinformatics in forensic geoscience. 

Proposal for 2014 Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) Invited Session competition. 
I am pleased that Eric Grunsky as proposed Session Organizer and Jack Schuenemeyer, proposed 
Session Chair with colleagues (V Pawlowsky-Glahn , R Tolosana-Delgado, G van den Boogaart, 
J Egozcue, J McKinley and  R Olea) have prepared a proposal on Statistical Analysis of 
Compositional Data for participation in the 2014 Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) Invited Session 
competition. 

I thank the Executive and Council for the opportunity to have been able to support the work of 
the IAMG during this last year.

Sincerely,
Jennifer M. McKinley 
IAMG Executive Vice President 

Treasurer’s Report for 2013/2014
distributed to Council on 16/08/2013

David Collins – IAMG Treasurer

see Appendix below
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Secretary General’s Report
IAMG Secretary General’s Annual Report by Frits Agterberg
The Secretary General is a member of the Executive Committee. Care was taken of day-to-day 
IAMG affairs with the help of Regina van den Boogaart who runs the IAMG Office. These 
affairs included within-Council communication; liaison with Committee Chairs and our 
Publishers as needed; preparation of Council meeting minutes and annual report for IUGS; Earth 
Science Matters Foundation partnership; IAMG participation in International Year of 
Mathematics and International Year of Statistics; membership issues; meetings; booths; 
contributions to IAMG Newsletter and websites; preparation of plaques, certificates, etc.
Last year, my main activity was to coordinate the transition from old to new Council with 
reorganization of IAMG governance and to moderate discussions within enlarged Council 
followed by voting. Most decisions are made within the Executive and the seven other IAMG 
committees. Council only deals with major issues. Enlarged Council consisted of about 30 
people including the IAMG Committee Chairs. This year’s list of 24 Council resolutions is given 
below. 
Two relevant quotations from the IAMG Statutes to keep in mind and perhaps modify in future 
are: “The Council conducts the work of IAMG between ordinary meetings of the General 
Assembly in accordance with the Statutes, By-Laws, and recommendations of the General 
Assembly. The Council is empowered to suspend a By-Law temporarily, subject to approval of 
the General Assembly.  … Unless otherwise specified in the By-Laws, committee members 
remain in office until the end of the term of the voting members of the Council and are eligible 
for reappointment.” 
During the past year, practically all existing By-Laws dealing with committees were suspended. 
Two Committee Chairs (CCs) were reappointed. One CC agreed to serve for another year. 
Consequently, the IAMG now has five new CCs. We also have created five Commissions that 
supposedly exist for a limited period of time only.

 List of IAMG Council Resolutions (August 2012- August 2013)
(1) 10/Aug/2012: The IAMG Distinguished Lecturer Committee and the Matheron Lecture 

Committee are to be combined into a single committee called the Lecturer Committee to 
be chaired by one of the IAMG Vice Presidents.

(2) 10/Aug/2012: A new IAMG-Geological Survey Commission to be chaired by Yan 
Guangsheng will develop close ties between the IAMG and Geological Surveys 
worldwide to advance the use of geomathematics and geoinformatics within government 
organizations.

(3) 10/Aug/2012: The new IAMG Website Commission to be chaired by Dan Tetzlaff will 
evaluate the existing IAMG Website and recommend any changes to be made in the way 
it is currently organized.

(4) 10/Sep/2012: John Carranza will be the new Editor-in-Chief of Natural Resources 
Research.

(5) 23/Nov/2012: The IAMG will continue its association with Elsevier as our Publisher of 
Computers & Geosciences. The new contract drafted by Elsevier (commencing on 
January 1st, 2013) can be signed by IAMG provided that there will be a separate 
agreement for the US$10,000 of fixed annual royalties that is to be used for the 
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Computers & Geosciences research scholarships. Final wording of all articles in the main 
contract and scholarship agreement will be decided by the Publications Committee after 
consultation with the Student Affairs Committee.

(6) 26/Nov/2012: John H. (Jack) Schuenemeyer replaces Jef Caers as Chair, Awards 
Committee. Julián Ortiz replaces Raimon Tolosana-Delgado as a Member of this 
committee. The terms of Jack and Julián will be 2012-2016. This resolution and 
following eight resolutions resulted from voting by Council on IAMG 
Committee/Commission composition completed on November 26, 2012.

(7) 26/Nov/2012: Raimon Tolosana-Delgado becomes a Member of the Publications 
Committee that is chaired by Graeme Bonham-Carter.

(8) 26/Nov/2012: Raimon Tolosana-Delgado replaces Jennifer McKinley as a Member of the 
Student Affairs Committee that is chaired by Helmut Schaeben.

(9) 26/Nov/2012: Jennifer McKinley becomes Chair of the Lectures Committee (previously 
called “Lecturers Committee”). This new Committee replaces the Distinguished Lecturer 
Committee that was chaired by Sean McKenna and the Georges Matheron Lecturer 
Committee that was chaired by Qiuming Cheng.

(10)  26/Nov/2012: Jennifer McKinley becomes Ex Officio – President’s 
Representative (non-voting) of the    Meetings Committee that is chaired by Ricardo 
Olea.

(11) 26/Nov/2012: Julián Ortiz replaces Maria-Theresia Schafmeister as Chair, Curriculum 
Quality Committee. It’s Ex Officio – President’s Representative (non-voting) is Vera 
Pawlowsky-Glahn.

(12)  26/Nov/2012: Frits Agterberg becomes Chair, Outreach Committee. The 
Members of this new Committee are: Graeme Bonham-Carter, Zhijun Chen, Eric 
Grunsky, Harald Poelchau, Gina Ross and Faisal Shazad. It’s Ex Officio – President’s 
Representative (non-voting) is Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn.

(13)  26/Nov/2012: It was decided to form a new Commission to be called the IAMG-
Academia Commission with Julián Ortiz as Ex Officio – President’s Representative (non-
voting).

(14)  26/Nov/2012: It was decided to form a new Commission to be called the IAMG-
Industry Commission with Raimon Tolosana-Delgado as Ex Officio – President’s 
Representative (non-voting). 19/Feb/2013: The proposed IAMG budget for 2013/2014 is 
accepted.

(15)  19/Feb/2013: IAMG financial support of 2500 Euro is approved for 
CoDaWork2013 to be held in Vorau, Austria, 3-7 June, 2013.

(16)  19/Feb/2013: The composition of the new Lectures Committee is as follows:
Chair: Jennifer McKinley (U.K.)
Members: Peter Atkinson (U.K.), Timothy Coburn (U.S.A.), Jaime Gomez-Hernandez 
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(Spain), Katsuaki Koike (Japan), Jean Serra (France), Sanjay Srinivasan (U.S.A.)
Ex Officio – President’s Representative (non-voting): Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn.

(17)  19/Feb/2013: Jennifer McKinley is replacing Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn as Ex 
Officio – President’s Representative (non-voting) on the IAMG Outreach Committee.

(18)  19/Feb/2013: Antonella Buccianti is an additional member of the IAMG Awards 
Committee.

(19)  17/Apr/2013: The IAMG Annual Meeting will be held in Freiberg, Germany. The 
proposal received from the Local Organizing Committee remains to be revised further. 
Final acceptance will depend on compliance with the new IAMG meetings strategy to be 
worked out during the next six months.

(20)  17/Apr/2013: There will be a Meetings Strategy Commission to be chaired by 
IAMG Vice President Raimon Tolosana Delgado.

(21)  17/Apr/2013: In accordance with 19/Feb/2013 Council Resolution on the IAMG 
Budget for 2013/14, three new types of IAMG Student Research Awards will be 
established. One award will be associated with each of the three IAMG journals. 
Guidelines and a single application form will be developed by the IAMG Publications 
and Student Awards Committees in consultations with the Editors-in-Chief. The new 
application form will replace the application form currently available on the IAMG 
website. The IAMG Office will direct completed applications to the appropriate selection 
committees.

(22)  17/Apr/2013: Eric Grunsky will become Chair of the IAMG Publications 
Committee in September, 2013.

(23)  01/Jul/2013: Council approved the establishment of a new IAMG Student 
Chapter at the Water, Earth and Environment center of the National Scientific Research 
Institute in Quebec, Canada.

(24)  15/Jul/2013: Subject to minor editorial revisions, Council has approved revisions 
of the guidelines for organizing IAMG meetings. These new guidelines were prepared by 
the IAMG Meetings Strategy Commission chaired by Vice President Raimon Tolosana 
Delgado and will come into effect in 2015.
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Awards Committee
Jack Schuenemeyer

This report covers activities of the Awards Committee from Sept. 2012 when I became chair of the 
committee through July 2013.

Our main activity was to solicit and evaluate nominations for the Chayes Prize and the Vistelius 
Award.  

We received four completed nominations for the Chayes Prize and chose Raimon Tolosana-Delgado 
as the winner.  The nominator Eric Grunsky agreed to write a laudation and present the award at the 
2013 meeting in Madrid.  

We received four completed nominations for the Vistelius Award and chose Gregoire Mariethoz as the 
winner.  The nominator Jef Caers agreed to write a laudation and present the award at the 2013 
meeting in Madrid.  

Travel expense reimbursement and Chayes Prize money, as described on the IAMG website were 
consistent with those of two years ago.

Curriculum Quality Committee: Julián Ortiz
This report covers activities of the Curriculum Quality Committee from Nov. 2012 when I became 
chair of the committee through July 2013.

The committee is composed by the following members:

Chair: Julián Ortiz
Members: Heinz Burger, Amilcar de Oliveira Soares, Michael Hohn
Ex officio – President’s Representative (non-voting): Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn

The committee’s goal is to select and accredit of short courses for professional development and 
courses for Master Degrees specializing in mathematical geoscience.

During this time, there has been no activity on the committee, as there has not been any proposed 
course.
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Lectures Committee: Jennifer McKinley
The following constitutes a summary of the work of the Lectures committee between September 
2012- and August 2013:

1. Committee organization
On 21st August 2012, the IAMG Council approved the resolution that the Distinguished 
Lecturer Committee and the Matheron Lecture Committee should be combined into a single 
committee called the Lectures Committee. Members of the two former committees agreed to 
serve on the newly formed Lectures committee and Prof Peter Atkinson was invited to join 
the committee. The composition of the 2012−2016 Lectures committee includes:

Peter Atkinson (UK)
Timothy Coburn (U.S.A.)
Jaime Gomez-Hernandez (Spain)
Katsuaki Koike (Japan)
Jean Serra (France) agreed to continue serving for 2012-2013.
Sanjay Srinivasan (U.S.A.)
Ex officio – President’s Representative (non-voting): Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn (Spain)
Jennifer McKinley (UK) Chair

2. The George Matheron Lecturer 
Nominations were invited for the George Matheron Lecturer (GML) and following the 
nomination of two excellent candidates, Professor Peter Dowd was selected. The GML award 
will be delivered at the IAMG conference in Madrid. Professor Eulogio Pardo-Igúzquiza will 
introduce Professor Dowd and the President will present the Award.
Professor Roussos Dimitrakopoulos, has agreed to publish the Laudatio of the George 
Matheron Lecturer in Mathematical Geosciences and to do this for future GM Laudations.
3. The 2014 Distinguished Lecturer 
The IAMG Council suggested that the Distinguished Lecturer (DL) for a particular year 
should be completed before the IAMG Annual Meeting held during the previous year, so that 
the membership can be informed of topics of lectures and preliminary invitations to lecture 
can already be made. Nominations were invited for the 2014 DL and following the 
nomination of three excellent candidates, Dr Eric Grunsky was selected. This is within the 
recommended timescale suggested by Council. The 2014 DL will be announced and awarded 
at the IAMG conference in Madrid.

J McKinley and V Pawlowsky-Glahn have been in discussion with E Grunsky (as proposed 
Session Organizer), J Schuenemeyer, R Tolosana-Delgado, G van den Boogaart, JJ Egozcue, 
R Olea for participation in the 2014 Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) Invited Session 
competition. The proposal is for an IAMG sponsored session on Statistical Analysis of 
Compositional Data.

IAMG Conference Madrid September 2013
The committee has been corresponding with the Meetings committee to confirm details for 
the presentation of the ML and DL at the IAMG in Madrid (J McKinley acts as member of 
Meetings committee).
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Meetings Committee: Ricardo Olea

The following is a summary of most relevant business during the past year:
4. On 21 August 2012, Council approved the following composition for the 2012−2016 
committee:
Jennifer McKinley (UK)
Christien Thiart (South Africa)
Jaime Gómez-Hernández (Spain)
Ricardo A. Olea (USA), Chair
By the committee guidelines 
http://iamg.org/index.php/publisher/articleview/frmArticleID/220/, Jennifer is an ex officio 
member in her capacity of Executive Vice-President and Christien is an automatic voting 
member for being the IGC Councilor.  Jaime, who served in the 2009−2012 Meetings 
Committee, agreed to continue serving.
5. Our committee worked together with the Awards Committee and the Lecturer Committee 
making sure that all details are taking care for the presentation at the coming conference in 
Madrid by the Matheron Lecturer and the bestowing of the Chayes Prize and the Vistelius 
Award.
6. Throughout the year, the committee provided advice and guidance to the organizer of the 
IAMG2013 and IAMG2014 conferences.
7. At the recommendation of the committee, Council approved a request from Peter 
Filzmoser (Austria) of 2,500 € to support the Fifth International Workshop on Compositional 
Data Analysis held in Vorau, Austria, 3−7 June 2013.
8. The committee received a request from Daya Sagar (India) of non-financial support for 
the one-week course “Spatial Statistical Tools in Data Processing and Analysis” held in 
Bangalore, India, 26−30 November 2012.  Council approved the request.
9. In February 2013, the committee received a proposal to organize the IAMG2015 
conference in Freiberg, Germany.  The bid was well prepared, but was purposely crafted to 
force modifications in the guidelines intended to make a serious effort for turning the 
conferences into a significant source of income for IAMG, and to increase the involvement 
of the Association particularly by permanently lifting fiscal responsibility from conference 
organizers and by using the IAMG Office to take care of administrative matters.  The bid was 
sent to Council with support for having the 2015 conference in Freiberg and reviewing the 
guidelines.
10. J. McKinley and R. Olea represented the committee at the Meeting Strategy Commission 
that ended amending the Guidelines to Organize IAMG Conferences to conform to 
aspirations of some IAMG members and to make possible acceptance of the proposal to 
organize IAMG2015 in Freiberg.
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Outreach Committee: Frits Agterberg

At the IGC in Brisbane, August 2012, Frits Agterberg presented “Outreach support for Earth 
Science organizations: the IAMG” at the Earth Science Matters Forum organized by Prof. 
Eduardo de Mulder. This meeting was attended by past IAMG President Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn 
and IAMG President Qiuming Cheng. Several points raised were as follows:
The IAMG is a professional multidisciplinary society. Its mission is to promote, worldwide, the 
advancement of mathematics, statistics and informatics in the geosciences. It is Scientific 
International Partner of the Earth Science Matters Foundation. IAMG enjoys outreach support it 
is receiving from Earth Science Matters in getting the message across that mathematics plays a 
fundamental role in geoscientific process modeling.
Processes taking place in the Present include those resulting in earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, 
landslides and climate change. IAMG scientists are also concerned with 3-dimensional imaging 
and modeling of the Earth’s crust that contains the products of processes, which took place 
millions of years ago. These products include accumulations of valuable substances necessary for 
the survival of humankind. An important question that needs to be answered in the study of 
Earth-related processes is: “How reliable are Earth predictions?”
We all know that weather forecasts have improved significantly because of better understanding 
of the processes that control weather as well as widely increased availability of databases with 
improved monitoring and sampling techniques. Additional scientific work involving mathematics 
is needed to make progress in the Earth prediction fields. Two examples of current research by 
IAMG scientists are (1) Compositional data analysis and (2) Local singularity analysis. These 
two topics were singled out for special consideration in the near future from among a list of 
IAMG potential special outreach topics that included: Mathematical resource modeling: 
petroleum basins and permissive tracts for mineral deposits; Spatial statistics: variograms and 
kriging; Geological hazards: Earthquakes and landslides; Geological time scale; Statistics of 
directional features; Climate change; and Hydrofracturing.
In addition to the IAMG booth originally prepared for Oslo IGC in 2008, a new booth was 
developed that is shared with Earth Science Matters and the International Lithosphere 
Programme. Our 2008 booth is put up annually by Ute Herzfeld at the AGU Fall meeting in San 
Francisco. The 2012 booth was first put up at the Brisbane IGC, and during 2013, at CAG24 in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and EGU in Vienna, Austria. It is also at IAMG2013 in Madrid.
Outreach in collaboration with Earth Science Matters is underway on “Compositional Data 
Analysis” to be followed by to be newly planned joint work on “Local Singularity Analysis”.
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IAMG Publications Committee Report
Madrid, 2013

Introduction
Graeme Bonham-Carter, Chair

The Impact Factor (IF) for two of our journals, Mathematical Geosciences and Computers & 
Geosciences, continues to look very healthy, as shown in the graph. 

 
The 2-year IF is the number of times papers published in the two previous years were cited in the 
year under consideration, divided by the total number of papers published in the two previous 
years. The 5-year IF is similar, except it looks at the number of citations and total number of 
papers published over the previous 5 years. Note that the 5-year IF values have steadily climbed 
and are greater than the 2-year IF data, at least for the past 3 years, for both journals. This means 
that papers in these 2 journals continue to be cited beyond 2 years—they have longevity. In 
general the 5-year data are smoother than the 2 year data—not surprisingly. Five-year IF values 
in 2012 of almost 2 (C&G) and 1.7 (MG) are very encouraging, indicating that, on average, each 
paper published in these journals between 2007 and 2011 inclusive was cited twice (or close to 
twice) in 2012. Although IF factors for many journals have been increasing, due to 
improvements in accessibility and awareness caused by digital availability and indexing, I 
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understand that the rates of increase for MG and C&G are greater than average.  Our editors are 
to be congratulated.
Last year, John Carranza was appointed as the new editor-in-chief of Natural Resources 
Research. He has made significant changes to the editorial board and is bringing new energy to 
improving the standing of NRR. We still have not been able to achieve IF status—a chicken and 
egg situation (many authors do not publish in NRR because it has no official IF status), but we 
are hopeful that this will change in the future. 
A major milestone for 2012-2013 was the completion of a new publishing agreement for C&G 
with Elsevier. The most significant change from earlier contracts is that the annual royalty 
($70,000, increasing for inflation) payment will now be paid on a fixed basis (not tied to sales), 
and that $10,000 of the payment will go towards up to 4 annual Computers & Geosciences 
Research Scholarships. It was suggested to (and endorsed by) the IAMG Council that similar 
student awards be made for MG (3 at $2,500) and NRR (2 at $2,500). These latter two sets of 
awards are not dependent on Springer royalties, and will be paid out of IAMG general income. 
Considerable effort was spent in producing 3 sets of Guidelines (one for each journal) for this 
new system of student awards that replaces the old system of student awards. Katie Eve, the 
Elsevier publisher of C&G, played a significant role in putting together the C&G award 
guidelines, which were then used as a model for the other two journals. Two selection 
committees (one for C&G awards, one for MG and NRR combined) have been at work this 
summer, and the plan is to announce winners at IAMG Madrid. Our office manager, Regina van 
den Boogaart, has done an excellent job of creating an efficient online application form, and an 
online database that allows members of selection committees to read and score individual 
applications digitally. The Publications Committee has thus been (and will continue to be) 
involved with the Student Affairs Committee in the new student awards system, linked to our 
three journals. 
At the Publications Committee meeting in Madrid, I am handing over the chairmanship to Eric 
Grunsky. 

Mathematical Geosciences
Roussos Dimitrakopoulos, Editor-in-Chief
The report below is an update on production, the editorial team, and a summary of the 
journal’s performance, concluding with comments for the future.

I. The Production Front
As always, collaboration and working relations with Springer are excellent; as Dr. Chris 
Bendall, Senior Editor, Geoscience Division, moved on to other undertakings with Springer, Dr. 
Annett Buettner also a holder of a PhD in Geological Sciences, has taken on the role of 
Publishing Editor for our  journal.   In addition, Alan Sinclair, Production Editor, has also 
moved into a different role and has been replaced by Claudia Kehl.  Both Annett and Claudia 
are based in Heidelberg and our collaboration is outstanding.

II. Publications Update
Mathematical Geosciences published a total of 49 in 2012 and has published another 37 already 
in the six issues from this year. Book reviews were included in all but 3 issues in 2012, and 
have appeared in  every issue thus  far  for 2013 (thanks to Denis  Marcotte for keeping this in 
order).
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� �Please Note:

Both suggestions of books to review and volunteering to do the reviews continue to be 
needed AND are greatly appreciated.

Recent Special Issues
2012:
� 44(2) New Developments in  Subsurface Flow  and Transport (Guest Editor:   J      .     J      a  i  m      e   
Góm  e  z      -     H  e  rn  á  n  d      e  z         )

� 44(4) Spatial Multivariate Methods (Guest Editor: Erik Grunsky)

2013:
� 45(5) Environmental  Geostatistics  (Guest  Editor:   J      .     J      a  i  m      e     Góm  e  z      -  H  e  rn  á  n  d      e  z         and  Celine 
Scheidt)

� 45(8) Modern  Mining Geostatistics - Dedicated  to Dannie  Krige (Guest  Editors: V. 
Chamberlain, M. Thurston, G. Yates, E. Ribeiro, L. Allen, R. Dimitrakopoulos)

III. Best Paper Ward 2012
The Best Paper Award for 2012 selection is in progress and should be concluded by the 
time of the IAMG Conference in Madrid.

IV. Performance Report
As recently announced, the Impact Factor (Thomson Reuters) for 2012 is 1.440, with specific 
details given in Table 1. This is an improvement from last year’s IF and an upward trend 
we expect to see repeated.

Please note that 357 sites for a journal publishing about 48 papers / year since 2009 is not 
insignificant  particularly as cites  refer only to  papers  in Mathematical  Geosciences NOT 
Mathematical Geology.

Total Cites 357
Impact Factor 1.440

5-year Impact Factor 1.753

Immediacy Index 0.306

Articles 58
Cited Half-life 3.2

Table 1: Thomson Reuters reporting for 2012 (Source: Thomson 
Reuters Web of Knowledge).
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The relative performance of the journal over the past year is summarized in Table 2, with 
comparative statistics given since 2009.   Overall, positive trends have remained stable for a 
fifth consecutive year;  we must  ensure that they continue and  this  should not  be taken for 
granted. 

Year 2008 2009* 2010* 2011* 2012*
Total Cites 1182 47 147 234 357
Impact Factor 0.883 0.848 1.511 1.354 1.440

Table 2: Thomson Reuters reporting for 2008 - 2012 (Source: Web of Knowledge).

*only Mathematical Geosciences (citations to Mathematical Geology are not included)

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013*

New manuscripts received 146 141 138 174 160
Average turnaround time :
submission to first decision

102
days

75
days

80.6
days

72.5
days

49.7
daysTotal reviewers invited 431 391 370 409 563

Days to complete review from
day invited

59
days

56
days

52.9
days

38.6
days

33.8
daysRejections 45% 51% 52% 60.4% 58.1%

Table 3: Summary statistics on MG’s performance (* January 1 to August 25th)

V. Objectives for 2013 and Beyond

� Increase the number of citations of papers published in MG since 2009  and reach and 
maintain an ISI factor above 1.5.
� Further increase the amount of manuscript submissions to a healthy number over 200 per 

year.
� Gi  ve  n the   I  A      M  G financ  e  s      , inc  r  e  a  s      ing the nu  m  b  e  r   o      f   i      nst  i      tu  t  ional         subscripti  o  ns is crit  i      c  al.  
� Increase the number of individual subscriptions.
� Attract new, prominent colleagues to all of MG’s activities.
� Continue to facilitate the decreasing trend in average turnaround time.
� Increase the use of integrated multi-media components (electronic supplementary 
file option available for authors).

23



VI. “What can I do to help MG?”

� Cite papers from Mathematical Geosciences (2010 and on) where it is warranted, as 
much as possible - as we all publish in other Thomson Reuters (formerly ISI) indexed journals.

� Actively assist in attracting new authors – young, promising scientists as well as new 
colleagues, in our established and/or related fields.

� Provide visibility to Mathematical Geosciences when and where possible -   add 
in a most  visible place  of your personal and/or institutional website   “Mathematical 
Geosciences – an  international journal” and a  link to the website 
ht  t      p:  /      /ww  w  .sprin  g  e  r  .      c  om  /      1  1004         and maybe also ht  t      p:  /      /cosmo.m  c  g  i  l      l.c  a  /  m      a  tgeo/  

� Assist  in  generating  new  collaborations  with  other  professional  organizations  as 
well  as universities and research organizations.

� Assist in new Special Issues that assist expanding the journal to other related fields.

� Suggest areas for REVIEW PAPERS and Teaching Aids

•    DOES YOUR INSTITUTION/LIBRARY SUBSCRIBE TO Mathematical Geosciences?
   

Last but not least:
 
•    Not to worry, the editorial team of the journal is developing strategies for the future:
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Computers & Geosciences Report
Jef Caers, Editor-in-Chief

Overview
Last year was again a banner year for Computers & Geosciences. The journal remains a dynamic 
magnet with influx of new readers, authors and editors. The journal keeps growing both in size  
and quality. In summary the following events can be listed:

� Increase in impact factor and overall citations
� Changes in Editorial staff
� Code via github
� Special issues
� Best-paper award
� Student grants

Impact factor 
2012 saw the largest change in impact factor in recent memory, moving the journal into a new 
category of journals. Consider the following numbers:

� 2012 1 year impact factor: 1.83 (previously 1.43)
� 2012 5 year impact factor: 1.99 (previously 1.75)
� 2012 total number of citations : 4660 (previously ~3500)

The increase can be solely attributed to increase in quality (not by other artificial means) of 2012 
publications as evidence by the following analysis comparing the 2011 IF and 2012 IF

� 2011 IF of papers 1st year after publication (2010 papers) = 0.969
� 2011 IF of papers 2nd year after publication (2009 papers) = 1.772
� 2012 IF of papers 1st year after publication (2011 papers) = 1.449 (50% increase)
� 2012 IF of papers 2nd year after publication (2010 papers) = 2.301

Projections are for the IF to rise over 2.0 in 2013.
We often see increased impact factor as a result of a large drop in papers, which is not the case 
for CAGEO. Self-citations are also a possible source for inflated IF, but for CAGEO this is  
extremely low (~15%). What is perhaps most striking is the 77% increase in total citations in 
2012. In terms of ranking amongst its cohorts, the journal went from a rank of 47/99 to 27/99 far 
exceeding other  journals  such as  Computational  Geosciences  and others whose  IF remained 
largely flat. Although in 2011 we saw a general increase in IF for Earth Science journals such as 
CAGEO, this was not the case in 2012 making the increase even more meaningful.

Changes in Editorial Staff
Earlier this year, Michael Piasecki decided to leave the journal as co-Editor-in-Chief to move on 
to different challenges. In 2014, we will start to actively look for a replacement in the area of 
geoinformatics. We are looking for a senior person, with considerable standing in the community, 
a track record as Editor, a solid publication record. This search will be conducted jointly with 
Elsevier and IAMG.
Associate Editors leaving the Journal later this year

� Balazs Fekete, City College, New York for hydrology, hydrology & geoinformatics
� Stefan  Kollet,  Rheinische  Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität  Bonn,  Bonn,  Germany, 

hydrogeology
Associate Editors joining the Journal
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� Edzer  Pebesma,  Westfälische  Wilhelms-Universität  Münster,  Muenster,  Germany, 
geoinformatics, environmental sciences, R

� Top-notch replacement for Stefan Kollet, name to be released soon.
� Suzanne Wechsler, California State University at Long Beach, Long Beach, CA, USA, 

DEM modeling, hydrology
� Candan Gökçeoğlu, Hacettepe University, Ankara, Turkey, book review editor

I have started a new effort in increasing the diversity of the Editorial Board, meaning increase in 
female members and members of under-represented geographical areas. The following agreed to 
serve on the board:

� Serhat Akin, Associate Professor, Middle East Technical University, Turkey

� George  Moridis,  Deputy  Program  Lead  for  Energy  Resources,  Lawrence  Berkeley 
Laboratory, USA

� Mikhail Kanevski, Professor, University of Lausanne, Switzerland

� Pauline Collon-Drouaillet, Associate Professor, University of Lorraine, France

� Masanobu Shimada, Principal Researcher, Japan Airspace Exploration Agency, Japan

� Helana Mitasova, Associate Professor, North Carolina State University, USA

Code via github
The github site has proven a tremendous success. Authors now increasingly send their code to 
the journal via this repository based system. Last year 40+ repositories were forked to github. 
CAGEO is the only journal of its  kind to  use this  system to distribute code making it  very 
attractive for publication.

Scope & Special Issues
The new scope introduced last year in June 2012 has now taken full effect. The scope change is 
mainly towards a focus on Computer Science. This means that papers now need to demonstrate 
originality  in  research  in  that  area  and  that  just  providing  some  code  based  on  a  mostly 
methodology paper is no longer acceptable. Standard applications of GIS are no longer within 
the scope either. This does cause some confusion (and also problems) with a few authors, but 
most authors like the change in focus and there is clear increase in papers dedicated to this scope, 
increasingly from authors with considerable standing from renowned institutions all  over the 
world.

Several special issues were published and/or are in the pipeline:

Published:
Ensemble Kalman filter for data assimilation
Volume 55 (2013)

Modeling for Environmental Change
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Volume 53 (2013)

Benchmark problems, datasets and methodologies for the computational geosciences
Volume 50 (2013)

Towards a Geoprocessing Web
Volume 47 (2012)

In the pipeline:
TOUGH Symposium 2012

Developments  of  Numerical  Modelling  in  Quantifying  Hydro-Environmental  Impacts  and 
Resource Assessment of Marine Renewable Energy Devices

Best paper awards
In 2012, I received close to 800 submissions of which nearly 360 were published. In a renewed 
tradition, a call for nominations for best paper from readers of the Journal was initiated. A total 
of 12 papers were nominated. A committee of Editors and Board members voted to award the 
following two papers:

1. “Stress  Inversion  Using  Slip  Tendency”  authored  by  John  M.  McFarland,  Alan  P. 
Morris & David A. Ferrill.

2. “GeoTools: An Android Phone Application In Geology”, authored by  Yi-Hua Weng, 
Fu-Shing Sun & Jeffrey D. Grigsby

Student awards
This item will probably be discussed in more detail in other reports. The new student awards are 
part of the new contract negotiations and the generous offer of Elsevier to support the IAMG in 
this matter. The call for abstract has resulted in 50+ applications that will now be judged by a 
panel of four members: Antonella Buccianti, Yongqing Chen, Peter Dowd & Peter Fox. Winners 
will be announced later this year, chaired by Katie Eve (Elsevier).

Natural Resources Research
John Carranza, Editor-in-Chief

In September 2012, I took over from Jerry Jensen as EIC of NRR.  Jerry gladly led me through 
the learning curve for a new EIC. In the last issue of volume 21 (2012), Jerry announced the 
transfer of NRR's editorial responsibility. 
My first goal was to reshape the editorial board and to have 'young blood' in it. The structure of 
the new editorial  board is now similar to that of MG and C&G (see table below). Our new 
editorial board consists of internationally diverse members with expertise that adequately cover 
the current aim and scope of NRR (i.e., hydrocarbon, geothermal, water, and mineral resources 
as well as geomathematics). The new editorial board consists of old and new members, roughly 
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on a 50:50 proportion. The idea behind reshaping the editorial board is to engage the members, 
especially the associate editors, in the process of reviewing the articles submitted to the journal  
as well as in attracting high-quality submissions to the journal.

Old editorial board composition New editorial board composition

Editor-in-chief Editor-in-chief

Founding editor Founding editor

Deputy editor Deputy editor

Editorial advisory board (5) Associate editors (6)

Assistant editors (20) Editorial advisory board (19)

Book review editor Book review editor (vacant)

Other changes that took place since I took over as EIC of NRR were:
� Starting with 1st  issue of vol  22 (2013),  we have new journal cover (courtesy of Mario 

Gonçalves, new editorial advisory board member).

� Since 7 February 2013, overall management of NRR at Springer will be done by Petra van 
Steenbergen, who is based in Dordrecht. She took over from Chris Bendall, who is based in 
Heidelberg.

� As of March 2 2013, Fran Hein has agreed to replace Douglas Peters as the EMD Deputy 
Editor for NRR. When I was renewing the editorial board, Douglas asked to be replaced 
because of his new job and he then offered to find his replacement.

As reported by Keith and Jerry before, the first two issues of volume 21 (2012) total 299 pages. 
In contrast, the last two issues of volume 21 (2012) total 207 pages. So, volume 21 (2012) with 
507-34  (pages-articles)  clearly  outnumbered  that  5-year  annual  average  of  328-25  (pages-
articles).
The 1st two issues of volume 22 (2013) have 177-11 (pages-articles), comparable to the 2007-
2012 5-year semi-annual average of 164-13 (pages-articles). The 3rd issue of volume 22 (2013) 
will  contain six articles (totaling 92 pages).  The 4th issue of volume 22 (2013) will  feature 
regular articles and an article from EMD, our co-sponsor. EMD contributes to an issue of NRR 
bi-annually since 2007. Hopefully, the pages-articles published this year 2013 will be close to the 
5-year average for 2007-2011.
It was possible to let each of the 1st two issues of volume 22 (2013) exceed the 2007-2011 5-
year average of articles per issue (i.e., 6), but I have decided against that so that we can form a 
healthy number of online first articles. With that formed, even if we have few submissions in 
future, we will not run out of articles for an issue and we can publish every issue on schedule. In 
fact, both of the 1st two issues of volume 22 (2013) were published on schedule. And at the time 
of writing this report, we have 12 online first articles. That means we now have, for volume 22 
(2013), sufficient number of articles to publish on schedule. An important factor that contributed 
to  this  improvement  on  the  number  of  online  first  articles  was  the  review period,  which  I 
managed to an average of about 2 months for the submissions after I took over as EiC. Thanks, 
of course, to the reviewers who had and gave time to review our articles within the allotted 
period.
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During the period 01 September – 11 July, we had 63 submissions, 29 accepted and 27 rejected. 
Thus, on average, we currently receive 5-6 manuscripts per month. This is about double the 
average of 2-3 manuscripts received per month that was reported by EiC Keith Long in 2009-
2011.  The  current  acceptance  and  rejection  rates  are  nearly  the  same  at  46%  and  43%, 
respectively. The latter is nearly the same as the 44% rejection rate reported by EiC Keith Long 
in 2009. We certainly will strive to increase our rejection rate as the number of submissions 
increases, so that we can focus more on quality rather than quantity so long as we have a healthy 
number of articles not yet assigned to an issue.
I  plan that as the number of online first  articles increases and as the number of submission 
increases, we will increase the number of articles per issue in the years to come although I will  
discuss this with Petra van Steenbergen. For 2014, I told Petra that the page budget will remain 
the same as for 2013. 
In terms of NRR's impact, the number of citations of articles in the journal was increasing during 
the 5-year period 2007-2011 (see table below). However, the number of articles with no citations 
varied between one and 15, which is not impressive. The 5-year period 2007-2011 averages of 
impact factor metrics for NRR were SJR of 0.438 and SNIP of 0.968 but we don't see a clear  
trend for these metrics. Regardless, we certainly need to improve on these numbers.

Year No. of articles Citations % not cited SJR SNIP

2011 29 477 51.72 0.424 0.945

2010 22 449 9.09 0.359 1.044

2009 23 372 17.39 0.355 0.641

2008 23 293 43.48 0.566 1.016

2007 28 205 17.86 0.487 1.195

(From Scopus, data as of 24 April 2013)
Like the EICs before me, I aim for NRR's recognition by the Institute for Scientific Information 
(ISI). To achieve that we need to improve on the main criteria considered for ISI recognition,  
which include publication standards, editorial content, international diversity and citation data. I 
have  discussed  on  this  matter  in  my  editorial  for  the  1st  issue  of  volume  22  (2013).  Per  
discussion with Petra van Steenbergen on the current impact factor metrics of NRR, we have 
decided to wait until 2014 before putting another application for ISI recognition.
The next matter I want to focus on, which may help toward ISI recognition, is the publication of 
special or thematic issues. There's nothing yet to report on this matter, but hopefully there will be 
for the next reporting period.

IAMG Studies In Mathematical Geosciences (SMG)

Jo Anne DeGraffenreid,  Editor

P.J. Lee's Statistical Methods for Estimating Petroleum Resources, SMG No. 8 (2008) is still the 
most  recent  monograph  in  the  Oxford  University  Press  (OUP)  IAMG  series,  Studies  in 
Mathematical Geosciences. By July 2012, according to OUP, 298 copies had been sold. To date 
since that time an underwhelming additional nine copies have been sold. Of the in-print SMG 
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monographs (four out of eight in total), only 14 copies have been sold to date since July of last 
year.
As the repeatedly delayed submission of the completed SMG No. 9 manuscript and prolonged 
contractual matters regarding SMG No. 9 dragged on, communication became largely limited to 
that between the publisher and the author. Although the editor was copied on correspondence, no 
action was required or expected.
Neither was the SMG Editor included in whatever decision may have been reached with regard 
to "clarifying the agreement" between OUP and the IAMG for publishing the monograph series. 
OUP Editor Phyllis Cohen and the IAMG SMG Editor discussed the need for drawing up a new 
agreement in 2009 or earlier. IAMG officers and committee chairpersons were brought into the 
discussion to generate a new agreement, but whether the situation was resolved is unknown to 
the SMG Editor. 
Upon request, OUP provided the following information about IAMG monographs during the 
period July 15, 2012–July 15, 2013:
Oxford University Press continues to be pleased with our partnership with IAMG for the 
Studies  in  Mathematical  Geosciences series.   We  are  expecting  to  receive  the  final 
manuscript for the next book scheduled to publish in the series, Principles of Mathematical 
Petrophysics by John Doveton from the University of Kansas, on September 1.  This will be 
the 9th book in the series.  While an official publication schedule will be shared with Jo 
Anne DeGraffenreid once the book begins production, we expect the book will publish next 
summer.
Below is a listing of the books in the series and the number of copies sold from publication 
to date.  
 1.  Use and Abuse of Statistical Methods in the Earth Sciences, by William B. 
Size, Ed., 1987 – 1,509 copies sold. Out of print 
 2. Oil and Gas Forecasting: Reflections of a Petroleum Geologist, by Lawrence J. 
Drew, 1990 – 642 copies sold. Out of print. 
 3.  Geostatistical  Glossary  and  Multilingual  Dictionary,  by  Ricardo  A.  Olea, 
Ed.,1991 – 803 copies sold. Out of print.  
 4.  Techniques for Determining Probabilities of Geologic Events and Processes: 
A Review, by Regina L. Hunter & C. John Mann, Eds., 1992 –722 copies sold. Out of print.  

 5. Computers in Geology: 25 Years of Progress, by John C. Davis & Ute Christina 
Herzfeld, Eds., 1993 – 656 copies sold. Available in print. 
 6.  Modern  Spatiotemporal  Geostatistics,  by  George  Christakos,  2000  – 1,020 
copies sold. Available in print.   [1 copy sold since July 2012.  JAD]  
 7.  Geostatistical Analysis of Compositional Data, by Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn and 
Ricardo A. Olea. 2004 – 478 copies sold.  Available in print.   [4 copies sold since July 2012.  
JAD] 
 8. Statistical Methods for Estimating Petroleum Resources  by P.J. Lee, 2008 – 
307 copies sold.  Available in print.   [9 copies sold since July 2012.   JAD]
Note added by GB-C based on an e-mail dated 17 Aug 2013 from the publisher, Phyllis 
Cohen: Number 8 (P.J. Lee) has been translated into Chinese and is now available.
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Newsletter and Website Report
Harald S. Poelchau,  Editor

IAMG Website

Our website has a new face. At the end of June we were able to go live with a newly migrated 
Association website. As Daniel Tetzlaff summarizes in his report to the Executive (see below) we 
had to make major changes because unreasonably high costs of our previous server and because 
our website was hacked and used for nefarious banking transactions.

The IAMG Website Commission, established at the Council Meeting in Brisbane in September 
2012, was instrumental in deciding what steps to take in making the website more economic and 
more secure. The commission, consisting of  Gerald van den Boogaart, David Collins, Eric 
Grunsky, Jennifer McKinley, Daniel Tetzlaff (chair) and the website editor, discussed a number 
of options for the future of the website and finally agreed to move the website from the 
expensive host server Interspots to Dragonfly, our longtime website design and IT contractor.

Despite assurances that a migration of the website and its content would be unproblematic, easy 
and quick, the process from agreement with Dragonfly to completion took about six months and 
cost $1275. While Dragonfly accomplished the migration with a slight redesign of the site and 
migration of the content, it took me more than 40 hours to correct the formatting of content, 
relinking of pages, and repairing various other mishaps. Daniel was also involved in editing and 
helped greatly in guiding the effort.

The result of all this work is a better, more streamlined website which is noticeably faster, more 
secure, less expensive.

Dan Tetzlaff’s summary report of July 1, 2013 to the Executive Committee:
 
As you might already know, the IAMG main web page (<http://www.iamg.org>) has been moved 
to a new host that came on line last Friday. For practical purposes, you may have only noticed a 
change in the color theme of the main page, and if so, I am delighted. Behind the scenes, much 
more has changed. The page now resides on a different host (namely a different computer), 
which should bring the following benefits:
 
1. Lower hosting costs, from $2,200 per year (not including maintenance) to $600 per year 
(including maintenance). Although there are some up front migration costs that may make the 
difference less striking during the first year, the difference is still very favorable in the long run. 
Treasurer David Collins can provide more details.
 
2. Improved security. The site is harder to hack. The loophole that allowed outsiders to 
conduct probable illegal phishing activities using our site last year, no longer exists. While no 
site is completely hacker-safe, our site is much safer now than the old site was, and is actively 
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maintained for continuous security improvements.
 
3. More control and flexibility. Through the use of the current version of a popular website 
builder, many people with only basic web knowledge, if given proper access, would be able to 
add and edit pages, modify menus, and upload content. Therefore, we are much less dependent 
on highly paid professional developers.
 
4. Better scalability for mobile devices. The new page is easier to read on smaller screens 
because it scales automatically better than the old page did.
 
5. A purposeful effort was made to retain the main look, feel and structure of the original site.
 
6. The authority for the domain name (which includes the ultimate authority to rehost the site) 
has been given to the IAMG Treasurer by updating the information held by the Registrar 
(Network Solutions). It was previously held by Eric Grunsky, founder of the IAMG website, who 
has done an impressive amount of work for the site throughout the years but had correctly 
indicated that he no longer was the person who should be responsible for the domain name 
registration.
 
The new page may still have some errors, such as broken links or other issues. However, I have 
verified that it has much fewer such errors than the original page did. We will try to continue to 
improve the page in the next few months. If you discover any problems, please contact Harald or 
myself.
 
While much of the migration work was done by Dragonfly, there was also a huge amount of 
work done by Harald, and to a lesser extent myself and the rest of the Website Commission, to 
achieve the migration in a timely manner.
 

IAMG Newsletter

As in previous years, two Newsletters were produced and mailed (#85 in December 2012 and 
#86 in June 2013). Both contained 16 pages each. The procedure of editing and layout in Dallas, 
and printing a pdf in Freiberg (Germany) and mailing it from there, which we tried first in 2012, 
has worked out very well and is going to be continued.  Regina van den Boogaart of the IAMG 
office in Freiberg has done excellent work and is to be commended. The Newsletters are also 
available for downloading from the IAMG website.
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Student Affairs Committee: Helmut Schaeben

We received annual reports from our Student Chapters (in alphabetical order) in
Enschede (Twente), Netherlands,
Freiberg, Germany,
Guangzhou (SYSU), China
Nancy, France,
Stanford, CA, USA,
Wuhan (CUG), China,

i.e. a total of six reports. 
We did not receive anything from Boulder and Szeged, respectively. The preliminary conclusion 
is that we these chapters do not exist anymore.
The initial reports from Enschede, Guangzhou, and Wuhan were so poor that I asked them to 
complete and revise them. Therefore, there are versions numbered in chronological order. 
The overall impression is that it is an effort to set up a student chapter, and that it is an even more 
demanding effort to keep a chapter going at high standards. It seems that the enthusiasm of the 
founders is hard to maintain and perpetuate. In particular, the chapters’ original scientific 
activities are hard to recognize and judge, if they exist, and this is to some extent true for all 
chapters. 

Enschede essentially reports social and public relations activities. The only scientific activity 
reported concerns IAMG distinguished lecturer’s “lecture”, where it remains unclear whether it 
is a one hour or a one day lecture. The initial financial report was sort of iffy; the revised report 
clarifies the details. Nevertheless, if it was actually a one hour lecture, then 873 US$ would 
render it an expensive lecture. The future activities and the corresponding application for 
renewed recognition and continued funding need substantial detailing before granting.

Freiberg’s report seems unbalanced with respect to social vs. scientific activities. Finally, after 
more than three years they managed to publish the proceedings of their 2nd International 
Workshop on Mathematical Geosciences (MATGEOS) in 2009 and are very proud of it. At least, 
it must have been quite an experience. The student chapter and its activities will be integrated in 
IAMG’2015 in Freiberg. Their short courses are largely appreciated by students of TUBAF. In 
conclusion, the report is acceptable.

Guangzhou reports 11 most important activities, the content of the 8 academic / scientific 
activities is not very clear, in particular it is not at all clear to which extent mathematics, 
statistics, numerics, informatics were involved. Their development plan needs substantial 
revision before recognition as an official IAMG student chapter. They do not apply for any 
financial funding, which may be just a simple omission by mistake.

Nancy is informative and clear, no question that they deserve recognition and that they should 
receive funding if they will apply one day.

Stanford is informative and clear, no question that they deserve recognition and funding.
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Wuhan’s report is informative with respect to what members of the student chapter do, but much 
less informative with respect to the chapter’s original activities. Plans for the future remain 
vague; they spent and want to spend most of the financial grant to travel to attend conferences. 
Before renewed recognition and continued funding they should detail the chapter’s original 
activities and be asked to describe what they think are genuine tasks of a student chapter.

Most enjoyable, there is a
new IAMG student chapter at the Water Earth and Environment Center of INRS – ETE at 
Quebec City, Canada,

and there may be another 
- new IAMG student chapter at Instituto Superior Técnico1 (Technical University of 

Lisbon, Portugal), for which the decision is still pending. If possible, we should follow 
David Collins suggestion and accept the application and formally recognize them as 
IAMG student chapter.

Finally, I would like to suggest deviating from the initial schedule and nominating two new 
members for the student affairs committee to improve its performance.

1
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IAMG Website Commission Report

Dan Tetzlaff
July 12, 2013

Background

The IAMG Website Commission was created in 2012 by a resolution of the incoming Council, 
that stated: "An initial objective of the commision will be to reduce server / developer costs  
(InterSpots / Dragonfly) but other aspects including new outreach content and website design are 
to be considered as well."

"InterSpots" was the provider of hosting services for the IAMG website. The IAMG was paying 
over an amount deemed to be excessive (see below) for their service. "Dragonfly" was the 
provider of development and maintenance services.

Tasks

The Commission undertook several tasks during 2012 and 2013, as follows:

1. Evaluation of hosting and development services and costs

The Commission considered that the status quo of the main website was not a viable alternative. 
We were paying CDN$ 2,200 per year to Interspots for hosting only. This did not include any 
maintenance of the web site itself. Our content was properly maintained by our Editor (Harald) 
but the site (software, security, backups, etc.) was not. There is a huge number of possibilities 
and thousands of vendors for creating and maintaining a large website. Some discussion of the 
considerations that this Commission went through is in order.

Through online discussions, the Commission distanced itself from the possibility (once strongly 
considered by the previous Executives, including myself) of hiring a company that does 
everything, including maintaining and editing the content. This would have been a company that 
takes full responsibility and "posession" of our website. We consulted one such company ("Two 
Roads Media"). Our editor would have to phone them or email them every time a change is 
needed. The cost looked reasonable at the time (US$ 3,500 for the first year, and US$ 750 per 
year thereafter, which in the long run may have compared favorably to today's CDN$ 2,200 per 
year plus maintenance). But we already had better and less expensive options before us. There 
were also questions about the initial reliability of a completely new site and unknown vendor (as 
a total rewrite from scratch would have been necessary).

We also discarded the "super-cheap" alternatives. We could get hosting for free or for less that 
$10 per month, and we could, for example, hire a student to use open website building software 
and move the content. The problem here is that generally "you get what you pay for". A free or 
ultra-cheap hosting service can shut down any time without notice. Somebody has to supervise 
the developer, and more importantly check (and most likely correct) the result. Checking and 
fixing a newly redeveloped site can be (and has been) a problem even when hiring a professional 
developer, so a cheap unprofessional one would probably be far worse and cost the IAMG much 
more in time and money in the long run than what we save.
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The Commission also agreed that for the initial step and possible rehosting, only the main site 
(iamg.org) would be considered, while the membership site (iamgmembers.org) would remain 
independent and under the control of the IAMG office. While there may be merits in unifying 
both sites, the Commission decided to honor the previous decision of the task force that created 
the membership site, and keep it independent for the time being. As circumstances change, it 
may be a good idea to review this decision in the future.

Finally we also placed a high value on a good business relationship with the providers. We had 
minor problems with previous providers, such as Dragonfly, but at the same time many of us 
know the developers personally and can call them and insist upon points important to us. That is 
often not possible with major companies that have standard rates, standard services, and do not 
allow contacts between customers and developers, requiring instead that requests go through 
trained "representatives".

The Commission attempted an objective approach by generating an "RFP" (Request For 
Purchase) document detailing the needs of the site, with the intention to send it to many 
providers and obtain a series of quotations. While the document was roughly completed (it is 
posted on the Website Commission Forum and available upon request from the Council to any 
Commission member), it has not yet been sent. This task is still on the Commission's desk. One 
of the problems is that major hosting companies that sell large volumes of hosting services (such 
as JustHost, which hosts well over one million sites) do not bother to answer such requests and 
conduct all business automatically online. Another problem is that there are many intangibles, 
such as the complexity of our content, which is hard to place in a short document. In the face of 
uncertainty, most providers will increase the cost to cover for the unknown, whereas providers 
who already know the site may be more objective. Nevertheless, as a way to compare our current 
services with others, it may be a good idea to send this document.

In December 2012, an unexpected event occurred while these discussions were taking place. The 
hosting provider (InterSpots) informed us that our site was being used by hackers for illegal 
phishing activities targeting customers of Bank of America and other banks. This was a serious 
problem, as it could have led to the involuntary closing of our site if no action had been taken. 
Dragonfly was still the de-facto maintainer of the site so we consulted Dragonfly, while 
simultaneously requesting quotes for migration to a different host and possibly hosting as well. 
We also consulted with InterSpots to ask if they were willing to reduce ther hosting costs. We 
also consulkted with InterSpots to ask if they would agree to a reduction in their hosting costs.

These consultations resulted in two alternatives for a temporary next step:

Option 1: Accept Dragonfly's offer to both host and maintain the site. This would cost $600 per 
year including daily backups, security upgrades and maintenance (there was an alternative of 
$300 per year without backups and security, but that was considered too risky). Initially, 
Dragonfly did not mention the need for redeveloping or for an associated up-front cost, but later 
they clarified that there would be an up-front cost for redevelopment. This is reasonable as a 
substantial amount of redevelopment is necessary to migrate an old site and fix important 
security loopholes. In summary, the cost of this option is CDN$ 600 per year plus up-front costs.
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Option 2: Let Interspots host the site, and Dragonfly move it an maintain it. Shared hosting by 
Interspots costs CDN$ 570 per year (as opposed to CDN$ 2,200 that we were paying for 
dedicated hosting, which was a service we did not need). The cost of moving the site to the 
shared server could not be assessed exactly, but it could not have been less than the cost of 
moving it to Dragonfly's own server. To this we still have to add maintenance, of the order of $25 
per month (whether by Intersports or anybody else). In summary then, about $870 per year plus 
up-front similar to those of Option 1.

The Commission decided for Option 1. Neither of these options encompasses the broad search 
for providers we were originally envisioning, but the chosen option solved both the immediate 
security problem as well as one of the original goals of the Commission "to reduce server / 
developer costs". 

2. Security enhancements

Dragonfly took immediate action to improve the security of the old site. Additionally they 
improved the security in the new site. The loophole that allowed outsiders to conduct probable 
illegal phishing activities no longer exists. While no site is completely hacker-safe, our site is 
much safer now than the old site was, and is actively maintained for continuous security 
improvements.

3. Transfer to a new host

The IAMG main web page was moved to a new host administered by Dragonfly and was put on 
line on Friday, June 28, 2013. For practical purposes, most users should have only noticed a 
change in the color theme of the main page. Behind the scenes, however, much more has 
changed. The move and redevelopment also resulted in the following benefits:

a. Lower hosting costs (as mentioned in point 1. above), and including maintenance in the new 
lower cost. Although there are some up front migration costs that may make the difference less 
striking during the first year, the difference is still very favorable in the long run. Treasurer David 
Collins can provide more details.

b. Improved security. See point 2. above.

c. More control and flexibility. Through the use of the current version of a popular website 
builder, many people with only basic web knowledge, if given proper access, would be able to 
add and edit pages, modify menus, and upload content. Therefore, we are much less dependent 
on highly paid professional developers.

d. Better scalability for mobile devices. The new page is easier to read on smaller screens 
because it scales automatically better than the old page did.

e. A purposeful effort was made to retain the main look, feel and structure of the original site.

f. The authority for the domain name (which includes the authority to rehost the site) has been 
given to the IAMG Treasurer by updating the information held by the Registrar (Network 
Solutions). It was previously held by Eric Grunsky, founder of the IAMG website, who has done 
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an impressive amount of work for the site throughout the years but had correctly indicated that 
he no longer was the person who should be responsible for the domain name registration.

The new page may still have some errors, such as broken links or other issues. However, it has 
much fewer such errors than the original page did. We will try to continue to improve the page in 
the next few months. If you discover any problems, please contact Harald or myself.

While much of the migration work was done by Dragonfly, there was also a huge amount of 
work done by Harald, and to a lesser extent myself and the rest of the Website Commission to 
achieve the migration in a timely manner.

4. Implementation of an IAMG Archive

A preliminary IAMG archive was implemented at http://archive.iamgmembers.org . This is 
simply a web page accessible by password to which the Council will be granted read-only 
access, and the Archivist read/write access. The user name and passwords will be distributed 
separately. This is a very simple, no-cost version of an archive where the Archivist can upload 
files into a tree structure, and the Council can download them. It was developed on the basis of a 
simple list of requirements provided by the Archivist. The intention is to provide an initial 
experimental platform for an archive, which can later be modified and improved according to 
need. Better software for archiving is avaliable, but it may be costly, harder to maintain and it is 
unclear what features the Council will require. A simple no-cost initial alternative is the best way 
to start to clarify what works and what doesn't, so that better requirements can be defined.

An archive may evolve into a full blown office online available to the Council and Committees. 
This however, will take time and money, and exceeds the temporary nature of this IAMG 
commission. Nevertheless it may be important for the future of the IAMG to continue to explore 
the possibilities.

Conclusions

While the Commission may not have completed all tasks related to its goal, it has accomplished 
the main initial objective to drastically reduce hosting costs and provide adequate maintenance 
for the main site. In the process, the appearance of the web site was enhanced, security was 
upgraded, and an initial IAMG Archive was created.

Per the IAMG Statutes "a commission is a task force to deal with a short-term need". I believe 
that after a period of almost one year most (though not all) of the short-term needs have been 
addressed by the Commission. Therefore, I will step down as Commission Chair and 
Commission member effective September 1, 2013. This does not mean that the Commission 
should cease to exist. I understand it will be up to the Council to evaluate the ongoing need for 
the Website Commission and make an appropriate decision. I will continue to be available to the 
IAMG Council and the Website Editor as a volunteer whenever there is a need related to the 
IAMG website in which I may be able to help.

I thank the IAMG Executive and Council for supporting and trusting the Website Commission in 
the many technical decisions and coordination efforts that were necessary to achieve this goal.

Sincerely, Daniel M. Tetzlaff
IAMG Website Commission Chair
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Meeting Strategy Commission: Raimon Tolosana Delgado

Guidelines to organize IAMG conferences

Approved by the Executive Committee on February 1995
Reviewed by Council June 7, 1999
Amended by Council, August 27, 2009
Amended by Council, February 17, 2010
Text submitted for Council approval by the Meetings Strategy Commission, June 2013

Articles
I. General aspects

1. The annual conference is the most important event organized by the Association. The IAMG 
shall encourage all members and other quantitative geomodelers to attend the conference, 
particularly those in the host and neighboring countries.

2. The official name of the annual conference shall be "The n-th Annual Conference of the 
International Association for Mathematical Geosciences" or "IAMGyyyy" for short, where yyyy 
denotes the year. The conference shall normally be held in June−November. A separate annual 
meeting shall not be held in years of an International Geological Congress.

II. Proposals and site selection

3. The IAMG shall request proposals to host IAMG conferences via the IAMG newsletter and 
the IAMG website.  Applications should be submitted to the IAMG Meetings Committee. The 
deadline for proposals shall be in January, February or March of two years preceding the year of 
the conference (e.g. January−March 2015 for a meeting to be held in 2017).

4. The proposal shall include the name of a Conference Chair who shall be the official 
representative of the conference organizers to the IAMG Council and shall serve as the head of 
the conference organizers.

5. The proposal shall identify any institutional partners. Any geosciences institute, association, 
university, or other conference center in the world may serve as an institutional partner hosting 
the Annual Conference.  The International Association for Mathematical Geosciences along with 
the institutional partner(s) shall be the main sponsors of the conference.

6. The proposal shall include the name of members for an Organizing Committee consisting of 
the Conference Chair, a Local Organizing Subcommittee and a Scientific Subcommittee, all of 
whom must have agreed to serve. The Local Organizing Subcommittee shall make all decisions 
related to local arrangements for the conference. The Scientific Subcommittee shall advise the 
Organizing Committee in technical matters such as selection of sessions and review of abstracts 
for the purpose of acceptance or rejection of presentations for inclusion in the technical program.
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7. Other important aspects of the proposal shall be: (a) general description of the site and hosting 
institutional partner(s), (b) the scientific program in as much detail as possible, (c) plans for 
publication of proceedings in digital and/or paper format, (d) dates for the conference, (e) 
descriptions and capacities of facilities to be used, (f) general information about 
accommodations, (g) letters of support, (h) a conference budget and (i) in case of a conference 
revenue surplus, a plan for subsequent distribution of that surplus between the IAMG’s general 
fund and a fund dedicated for use by the Organizing Committee. 

8. The IAMG Council shall consider all proposals received before the published deadline and 
render its decision to the applicants within two (2) months of the deadline for receipt of 
proposals. Selection of the site for an annual conference shall be made based on 
recommendations from the Meetings Committee and a comparison of the overall quality of 
proposals, considering all of their elements. Before rendering a final decision, Council may ask 
for clarifications or amendments to proposals. The IAMG reserves the right to reject all 
proposals, or decide not to hold an annual meeting in a given year. 

III. The Program

9. The organizers shall distribute a first circular of the conference at least 12 months prior to the 
opening day. The IAMG shall assist in promoting the event.

10. While the core of the program shall be the technical sessions of oral and poster presentations, 
the IAMG strongly encourages the Organizing Committee to include a series of workshops and 
short courses as a part of the conference. The technical program should also include field trips 
and plenary sessions by the major award winners in the year of the conference (Krumbein Medal 
and Griffiths Award in even years, or Chayes Prize and Vistelius Award) and the Matheron 
Lecturer.

11. It is expected that all members of the IAMG Executive Committee and the Newsletter Editor 
shall attend the conference.  Based on available external financing and available IAMG funds, 
partial to full travel expenses (registration, travel, lodging, and meals) shall be reimbursed by the 
Association. In addition, the IAMG shall invite to the conference all major award recipients 
scheduled for presentation at the conference, with full expenses paid by the Association. In 
exchange, each awardee shall deliver a keynote lecture and submit a written version of it to the 
Organizing Committee. Similar responsibilities and reimbursement of expenses shall be provided 
to the Matheron Lecturer.

IV The Finances

12. The conference budget shall indicate, in as much detail as possible, sources of revenue and 
expenses. The budget must also account for tax liabilities, in accord with the host country tax 
laws.  It should demonstrate efforts to control costs and make the conference a source of income 
for the Association.  The budget shall be the basic document to regulate transactions between the 
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Association’s general fund account and the bank account of the Organizing Committee.  The 
Association shall commit to finance the conference according to the items listed in the budget 
and up to the amounts agreed upon as part of the expenses.  Both the Organizing Committee and 
the IAMG shall make their best effort to secure sources of income through registration fees, 
donations, exhibition fees, additional sponsorships, and grants. The Organizing Committee shall 
not be liable for a shortage in revenue.

13. The Annual Conference should recognize the benefits of belonging to the IAMG and 
encourage new membership. Therefore, registration fees for nonmembers of the IAMG should be 
set higher than that for members. Nonmembers should be offered the option of joining the IAMG 
at the time of registration, and registering for the conference at the member rate.

14. Revenue, such as registration fees, shall be collected for the IAMG through the IAMG Office 
using procedures similar to those used for collection of member dues.

15. The Organizing Committee is responsible for funding all local expenses related to the 
conference. The IAMG Treasurer shall transfer funds to the Organizing Committee’s bank 
account as needed to cover expenses in the approved conference budget and shall pay for IAMG 
Office expenses directly.

16. Organizing Committee expenses in the budget may include but are not necessarily limited to: 
facility rentals, conference materials, meals (in particular, a conference dinner), special local 
activities/entertainment, technical support, honoraria, website development and maintenance, and 
general organizing expenses.  Any unforeseen expenses or increases in prices of items appearing 
in the original budget subsequent to its approval must be submitted to the IAMG Council for 
approval before the Treasurer shall release funds to cover those expenses.

17. The Organizing Committee shall maintain a file of invoices and receipts for all bills and shall 
transmit copies of all receipts to the IAMG Treasurer as bills are paid.  Twice a year between 
approval of the conference proposal and opening of the conference, on July 31 and January 31, 
the IAMG Treasurer and the Conference Chair shall submit a financial statement to Council.

18. Within three (3) months of the end of the conference, the Organizing Committee together 
with the IAMG Treasurer shall submit a final financial statement to Council for IAMG approval. 
Once all necessary tax forms and payments (if any) have been filed with the host country, the 
Organizing Committee shall close its account and the Chairperson shall transfer all files of 
invoices and receipts, along with all bank statements from the account, to the IAMG Treasurer. 
At the conclusion of conference business, any surplus funds remaining in the account of the 
Organizing Committee shall be transferred to the IAMG general funds.

19. If the final financial statement shows a net excess of income over expenses, the IAMG 
Treasurer shall set aside a share of the net revenue, at least as large as designated in the approved 
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proposal, for use by the Organizing Committee in ways that are related to mathematical 
geosciences and consistent with the mission of IAMG. The Conference Chair, after consultation 
with the Organizing Committee, shall report the intended uses to the IAMG Treasurer. The 
Treasurer shall arrange with the Conference Chair for distribution of funds for the intended uses.

V. Amendments

20. A simple majority vote of the Council shall be necessary and sufficient to amend these 
guidelines.

VI. Transitory provisions 

21. These guidelines shall be reviewed after the IAMG conference of 2018.

Appendix

Financial Information submitted by IAMG Treasurer David Collins
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