
MINUTES OF IAMG 2009 COUNCIL MEETING

Place: Stanford University, Green Earth Sciences Building, room 154
Date: August 27, 2009
Time: 1:35 PM to 5:20 PM

The Council of the International Association for Mathematical Geosciences held its 2009 annual meeting on 
August 27, 2009, from 1:30 PM to 5:20 PM at Stanford University, Stanford, California, Green Earth 
Sciences Building, room 154.

Voting members present at the meeting were:

   Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn (President)
   Qiuming Cheng (Executive Vice President)
   Jorgina Ross (Treasurer)
   Daniel Tetzlaff (Secretary General)
   Frits Agterberg (past President)
   Jef Caers (Council member)
   Christien Thiart (Council member)

Non voting Council members present at the meeting were:
   Eric Grunsky (editor, Computers and Geosciences)
   Harald Poelchau (editor, Newsletter and Website)

Other individuals present at the meeting were:
   June Hill (CSIRO, Australia, representing Council member Simon Cox with voice and no vote)
   Helmut Schaeben (Chair, Student Affairs Committee)
   Sean McKenna (Chair, Distinguished Lecturer Committee)
   Graeme Bonham-Carter (Archivist)

The meeting was called to order at 1:35 PM.

President Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn welcomed attendees, gave an introduction, and delegated the task to 
moderate the meeting to Secretary General Daniel Tetzlaff.

The agenda was approved by voting Council members.

President Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn presented the highlights of the President's report (the report's text is 
presented separately). The President called the attention to the fact that the budget is now done on a 
calendar-year basis (January to December) so that it will comprise the same time period as the financial 
statements, permitting a better comparison between plans and accomplishments. She also addressed the 
issue of reconciling the new Statutes and Bylaws approved by the General Assembly of 2008 with the fact 
that the 2008 General election was conducted under the old guidelines, and the positions elected do not 
coincide exactly with the positions specified in the new guidelines. To this effect, President Vera Pawlowsky-
Glahn resolved:

1. By virtue of article 10 of the Statutes, which entitles the President to appoint the Secretary General, 
to appoint Daniel Tetzlaff (previously elected Secretary General) as (now appointed) Secretary 
General.

2. By virtue of article 10 of the Statutes which entitles the President to select a Vice President to be the 
Executive Vice President, to select Qiuming Cheng as Executive Vice President.

3. As no other Vice Presidents have been elected in 2008, to delegate the tasks that would have been 
assigned to the other two Vice Presidents to other Council members as need dictates.
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Vice President Qiuming Cheng presented the highlights of the Vice President's report (text presented 
separately), including the successful creation of a new IAMG section in China.

Secretary General Daniel Tetzlaff presented the highlights of the Secretary General's report (text presented 
separately). Aside from routine issues, the Secretary General pointed out the possible need for calling a 
General Assembly in 2010.

Treasurer Jorgina Ross presented the highlights of the Treasurer's report and budget (report and budget 
texts presented separately).

Highlights of the following reports were also presented as follows (report text presented separately):

Student Affairs Committee report, by Chair Helmut Schaeben
Awards Committee report, by Committee member Jef Caers
Distinguished Lecturer committee report, by Chair Sean McKenna
Matheron Lecturer Committee report, by Chair Qiuming Cheng
Computers and Geosciences report, by Editor Eric Grunsky
Newsletter and Website report, by Editor Harald Poelchau
Reports for other publications were not presented verbally, but are included in the Publications 
Committee report, which includes reports for the following:

Mathematical Geosciences
Computers and Geosciences
Natural Resources Research
Newsletter and Website
Monograph Series

Regarding the Monograph Series, it was brought to the attention of the Council that Oxford 
University Press intends to expand the series, including future monographs containing contributions 
of multiple authors.
Archivist report, by Archivist Graeme Bonham-Carter, who also pointed out the need for the Council 
to make decisions regarding the life cycle of archived documents.

The meeting then proceeded with new business.

The following motions were presented:

1. “Ratification of Committee chairs and members per list (Addendum A)”, presented by Daniel 
Tetzlaff. This motion was APPROVED. Comments: committee chairs currently serving had not yet 
been appointed or reappointed by the present Council. Also, some committees did not have the 
number of members specified in the Bylaws, and in many cases the committee members had not 
been appointed in consultation with the Council. Therefore, the Council and the committee chairs 
agreed to clarify the list of committee members. This resulted in the list shown in Addendum A, 
which was ratified by the Council.

2. “The name of the Studies Committee shall be changed to Education Committee”, presented 
by Daniel Tetzlaff on behalf of Helmut Schaeben. This motion was REJECTED. Comments: The 
Council agreed that the name of the committee called “Studies Committee” in Bylaw 22 does not 
reflect its purpose, prompting the need for a new name. While the name cannot be changed by the 
Council in the Bylaws, a new name can be used, possibly with the clarification “called Studies 
Committee in the Bylaws” until and if a General Assembly ammends the Bylaws accordingly.

3. “The name of the Studies Committee shall be changed to Education Accreditation 
Committee”, presented by Christien Thiart. The motion was REJECTED.
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4. “The name of the Studies Committee shall be decided by the Committee's newly appointed 
Chair”, presented by Jef Caers. This motion was APPROVED. Comments: The newly appointed 
chair shall communicate to the Council the new name. The Council shall present the motion to 
change the name of the Committee in the Bylaws at the next General Assembly.

5. “The official name of the committee handling student travel, chapters, and research is 
'Student Affairs Committee', as opposed to 'Student Grants Committee'”, presented by the 
Executive Committee. The name Student Affairs Ciommittee was APPROVED. Comments: The 
name of this committee is ambiguous in the Bylaws (Bylaw 21 refers to it as “Student Grants 
Committee” and then as “Student Affairs Committee”). To avoid confusion, the Council agreed to 
use a single name. The name “Student Affairs Committee” shall be used in all documents under the 
authority of the Council. This includes all guidelines, web pages, and future notices to and from the 
Committee. The Council shall present the motion to change the name in the Bylaws at the next 
General Assembly.

6. “The Student Affairs Guidelines shall be amended to allow student travel expenses to non-
IAMG conferences sponsored by the IAMG”, presented by the Executive Committee. This motion 
was APPROVED. Comments: The Student Affairs Guidelines had been revised during the course of 
2009 and approved by the Council by Email vote. However, there were questions as to the 
appropriateness of limiting student travel grants strictly to IAMG conferences only. In the context of 
this approved amendment to the guidelines, “sponsored by the IAMG” means conferences to which 
the IAMG contributes monetarily.

7. “The name of the Association in the IAMG Conference Guidelines shall be changed to International 
Association for Mathematical Geosciences”, presented by the Executive Committee. This motion 
was APPROVED. Comments: The existing guidelines for the organization of IAMG conferences still 
referred to the Association by its old name. While this is a trivial correction, it requires Council 
approval. The guidelines shall therefore be modified to state “...Conference of the International 
Association for Mathematical Geosciences.”

8. “The President shall nominate a committee to advertise, evaluate, and follow up IAMG 
Conference Proposals”, presented by the Executive Committee. This motion was APPROVED. 
Comments: This motion responds to the need to provide better support and contact with IAMG 
Conference organizers on the IAMG side. While the entire Council is responsible for this contact and 
support, the narrowing down of these responsibilities to a smaller appointed committee should make 
it more effective.

9. “The Council shall call for an extraordinary General Assembly in 2010”, presented by the 
Executive. The motion was APPROVED. Comments: There is a need for minor amendments to 
Statutes and Bylaws. Some are pointed out in the Secretary General's report. Others became 
evident in the course of deliberations. For example, a General Assembly could solve the issue of the 
present vacancy of two Vice Presidents by allowing the President to appoint them from among 
Council members. The Secretary General shall ensure that the Assembly is called in a timely 
manner according to Statutes and Bylaws.

10. “The President shall appoint a 'Members Advocate' to resolve and record member-vs.-office 
issues”, presented by the Executive. This motion was APPROVED. Comments: Over the course of 
several months there have been informal reports of members being dissatisfied with the 
performance of the IAMG office manged by Events and Management, Inc. In order to ascertain the 
need for further action, it is necessary to validate and evaluate these claims. A “Members Advocate” 
listed in the website should have a twofold effect: (1) He/she could address and solve some of the 
issues by being more familiar with the office staff, and (2) He/she would record the issues to make it 
possible to evaluate whether they constitute normal business, ineffective management, or breach of 
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contract based on evidence beyond hearsay.

11. “The Council shall perform a survey of similar societies and their investments for 
comparison to our own financial strategy”, presented by Daniel Tetzlaff on behalf of Council 
member Simon Cox. The motion was APPROVED. Comments: There are often allegations that the 
IAMG is spending either too much or too little money and that the long-term spending strategy 
should be changed. One useful piece of information in such decisions is a comparison with other 
“similar” societies. However, details are hard to obtain from other societies. Investments and 
strategies are not freely provided by many societies to the outside world. This “survey” is understood 
to mean the collection of information readily available on the Internet, such as membership 
numbers, total assets, annual gross income, and annual expenditures (if available), from at least 3 
professional societies, so that at least basic information on “per capita” figures can be obtained.

12. “The Council shall support the IGC initiative of a Geoscience Information Supersession at 
the IGC in 2012”, presented by Daniel Tetzlaff on behalf of Council member Simon Cox. This 
motion was APPROVED. Comments: The proposal contained in an email from Bruce Simons, of the 
Commission for the Management and Application of Geoscience Information was forwarded earlier 
to the Council. By approving this initiative, the Council commits to support the “Geoscience 
Information Supersession”. Further details of the IAMG participation shall be arranged by the IAMG 
President.

13. “The President shall appoint a commission to answer the questions raised in the Archivist’s 
report”, presented by the Executive Committee. This motion was APPROVED. Comments: The 
Archivist's report (text presented separately) raises several important questions regarding the 
handling, classification, and eventual disposal of a large amount of written material. These questions 
cannot be answered by the Council immediately. Therefore they are commissioned to permit a 
thoughtful evaluation.

14. “The Council empowers the President to take the necessary steps to review the status of the 
IAMG with the State”, presented by the Executive Committee. This motion was APPROVED. 
Comments: This motion allows the President the necessary flexibility to review and answer 
questions regarding the need to update our registration and filing of reports with the State.

15. “The IAMG Newsletter shall be printed on paper again as of the last issue of 2009”, presented 
by Daniel Tetzlaff on behalf of Newsletter and Website Editor Harald Poelchau. This motion was 
APPROVED. Comments: The last issue of the Newsletter was published in electronic form. 
However, the Council felt that the time is now right to return to publication on paper, which is slightly 
more costly but tends to be more effective.

As there was no other business brought before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM.

Daniel M. Tetzlaff
IAMG Secretary General
danieltetzlaff@aol.com
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ADDENDUM A: RATIFICATION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND ORDINARY COMMITTEE MEMBERS

At the IAMG Council meeting on August 27, 2009, the Council appointed Committee chairs as listed below. 
Commitee chairs had not previously been formally appointed by this Council. Per Bylaw 7 (stating that 
committee members shall be appointed in consultation with the Council) the Council and committee chairs 
also ratified committee members not previously ratified. Names of chairs and ordinary Council members 
appointed or ratified by this Council are in italics. Other committee members (President's representatives 
appointed by the President, ex-officio members holding committee positions specified by statutes, and 
ordinary members with continuing appointments from previous Councils) are listed for reference. Previous 
members are also listed for reference. All terms are September 1, 2008, to August 31, 2012, or, if other 
years are stated, September 1 to August 31 of the stated years respectively.

Awards Committee

Chair:
1. Jef Caers (U.S.A.) 2009-2013 previously Stephen Henley (U.K.)

Ordinary:
2. A. Viktorov (Russia) 2006-2010
3. Simon Cox (Australia) 2009-2013 previously Antonella Buccianti (Italy)
4. Christien Thiart (S. Africa) 2009-2013 previously Jef Caers (U.S.A.)
5. Yongzhong Zhou (China) 2007-2011

Pres. Rep.:
Dan Tetzlaff (U.S.A.)

Publications Committee 

Chair: 
1. Michael Hohn (U.S.A.)

Ordinary:
2. Xavier Emery (Chile)
3. Guillaume Caumon (France) 

Pres. Rep.:
Frits Agterberg (Canada)

Ex officio:
Roussos Dimitrakopoulos - Mathematical Geosciences
Eric Grunsky - Computers & Geosciences
Keith Long - Natural Resources Research
Joanne DeGraffenreid - Monograph Series
Harald S. Poelchau - IAMG Newsletter and Website

Distinguished Lecturer Committee

Chair:
1. Sean McKenna (U.S.A.)

Ordinary: previously also:
2. Timothy Coburn (U.S.A.)    Maria Theresa Schafmeister (Germany)
3. Alexandre Desbarats (Canada)
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4. Jaime Gomez-Hernandez (Spain)
5. Sanjay Srinivasan (U.S.A.)

Pres. Rep.:
Qiuming Cheng (Canada and China)

Matheron Lecturer Committee

Chair:
1.Qiuming Cheng (Canada and China)

Ordinary:
2. Jean Serra (France)
3. Katsuaki Koike (Japan)

Student Affairs Committee

Chair:
1. Helmut Schaeben (Germany)

Ordinary: previously also:
2. Juan José Egozcue (Spain)    Maria-Theresia Schafmeister (Germany)
3. vacant    Christien Thiart (South Africa)
4. Angela Diblasi (Argentina) until 2010    Sergey Kotov (Russia)
5. Abani Samal (U.S.A./India) until 2010    Zhijun Chen (China)

   Jack Schuenemeyer (U.S.A.)

Pres. Rep.:
Dan Tetzlaff (U.S.A.)

Studies Committee

Chair:
1. Maria-Theresia Schafmeister (Germany)

Ordinary:
2. vacant
3. vacant
4. vacant
5. vacant

Pres. Rep.: 
vacant (to be appointed by President)

Daniel M. Tetzlaff
IAMG Secretary General
danieltetzlaff@aol.com
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President’s report

Girona, July 26, 2009.

Last August, during the 33rd International Geological Congress, the new Council took 
over. For health reasons I was not able to attend. It was a difficult time and I would like 
to use this opportunity to acknowledge the work done by all the Executive and Council 
members and the support I have received, specially from the Executive Vice-President, 
Qiuming  Cheng,  who  served  as  acting  president  until  I  had  recovered  enough  in 
December to assume my duties, from our Past President, Frits Agterberg, who has been 
always there when there was a need, from our Secretary General, Dan Tetzlaff, who is 
my support  at  present,  and from our  Treasurer,  Gina Ross,  who has  to  deal  with a 
difficult situation due to the world-wide financial crisis.

One of  the  first  steps  taken  after  my  come-back was  to  implement  partly  the  new 
structure of the Council as ratified during the General Assembly in Oslo. Articles 4 and 
10 of our Statutes now state the following:

Article 4. ... The President or a Council Member designated by the President shall be a 
non-voting member ex officio of any commission or committee.

Article 10. The Council consists of not more than sixteen (16) members: the President, 
three  (3)  Vice  Presidents,  the  Secretary  General,  the  Treasurer,  the  immediate  Past 
President, four (4) Ordinary Members, one (1) representative from the host country for 
the next International Geological Congress, three (3) Editors-in-Chief appointed by the 
Council ― one (1) per journal, and one (1) Website Editor appointed by the Council. 
The three (3) Vice Presidents shall be assigned duties by the President in consultation 
with  the  Council.  The  Vice  President  who will  be  selected  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  is  hereafter  referred  to  as  the  Executive  Vice  President.  The 
President shall select one (1) IAMG Member to be the Secretary General.

In an attempt to approach the structure intended by the previous articles, I designated as 
members ex officio of the existing IAMG committees the following members of the 
Executive: Vice-President Qiuming Cheng of the Distinguished Lecturer and Matheron 
Lecturer  committees,  Secretary General  Dan Tetzlaff  of the Student  Affairs  and the 
Awards committees, and Past President Frits Agterberg of the Publications committee. 
The  specific  duties  they  were  assigned  were  to  establish  a  direct  link  between  the 
corresponding committees and the Council, and to proceed with the renovation of the 
committees whenever necessary.

Given that we are in a transition phase, in that we have one elected Secretary General, 
while according to the approved Statutes the Secretary General shall be selected by the 
President,  in agreement  with the elected Secretary General,  Dan Tetzlaff,  I  herewith 
nominate him for Secretary General of the IAMG.

During the General Assembly the annual budget for August 2008 – August 2009 was 
approved. Since then, a worldwide financial crisis has become evident. Due to it, the 
value of most shares has collapsed and, on paper, IAMG has lost a large amount of 
money. This created a situation characterized by a lack of cash. To avoid realisation of 
this loss, the following measures―suggested by our Treasurer―were adopted:



1. Chayes  account:  stop  reinvesting  new  dividends  back  into  the  Franklin 
Templeton Income Fund and set them aside in a money market account to start 
building cash with the idea to have money to pay for the Chayes award in 2011. 
The amount of the award will be determined by the amount accumulated. In the 
meantime, the shares will not be touched. A money market account pays some 
interest  which fluctuates  with the market.  This implies that  the Chayes  Prize 
could only have been awarded with no or less money in 2009.

2. IAMG General account: stop reinvesting new dividends back into the Franklin 
Templeton Income Fund. Set them aside in a money market  account to start 
building  a  cash contingency fund in  the  event  that  the  sale  of  journals,  and 
therefore  our  revenue from royalties,  declines.  This  allows us to  continue  to 
operate without selling any of the shares.

3. Extend the Distinguish Lecturer period over two years (2009 and 2010) instead 
of one year, with  reduced funding.

4. Publish the next two issues of the newsletter electronically.  Members without 
connection to internet will still receive it on paper.

In addition to the aforementioned measures, we planned to cut down expenditures and 
to prepare the next budget accordingly. This is reflected in the budgets presented to the 
Council in Stanford, which present some important changes: (a) we propose to change 
the period from a meeting-to-meeting compass to a calendar-year budget; (b) student 
travel and research grants are merged in one item and the distribution is proposed by the 
Student Affairs committee; (c) support to student chapters is considered as one item and 
the distribution is  proposed by the Student Affairs committee.  The reason for (a)  is 
simple.  If  the  budget  is  based  on a  yearly  basis,  every  committee  and commission 
knows in advance how much they will have for distribution,  and the Council  is not 
confronted with items that are already decided upon, like the travel grants. 

At the same time we decided to call the attention of all our members to the donations 
account  IAMG has.  IAMG is one of the existing international  associations  with the 
smallest annual dues, as these are only 10US$ per year. This amount is so small that we 
thought we could invite all our members to donate a small additional amount to help 
IAMG overcome the present situation. Recall that IAMG is a non profit 501 (c) (3) tax 
exempt organization. In the US this means that donors get a tax write-off for the amount 
of their donation.

There is  one issue of concern that  deserves  special  attention.  It  is  not  our financial 
situation, but the lack of nominations for our awards. This year we ended up cancelling 
the Chayes award because there were no new nominations. Awards are important for 
the recipients, because their work is recognised publicly, but they are also important for 
the association, as they visualise its concern for the active lines of research which are 
covered under its umbrella,  and also for the research groups involved, as they mean 
recognition and support. I am aware that nominations require work: to collect the CV of 
each potential nominee, to write a nomination, and to write a laudatio if the candidate is 
elected. This work is worthwhile if one realises that a committee of scientists will be 
aware of the work done by the candidates, that the scientific society will become aware 
that the research the candidates have performed is worth the award. It is similar to the 
importance the recognition of journals have. We need our journals to enhance visibility 
of Mathematical Geosciences, to enhance visibility of new trends, like right now the 



impact of mathematical methods in the environmental sciences, to enhance visibility of 
scientists  working  in  our  field  through  high  citation  rates.  The  higher  our 
activities―awards, journals, meetings―are ranked, the higher the field of Mathematical 
Geosciences will be regarded.

To finish, one word about a project initiated by the previous Council which has been 
completed now: the new IAMG website. It is taking its first steps right now, and still 
needs  some  polishing,  but  we want  to  continue  with  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
initiated. The new web should be a communication tool, a communication of IAMG 
with  the  rest  of  the  scientific  community,  a  communication  within  the  IAMG, and 
between the members of the association. I hope you use it and you enjoy it!

Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn
IAMG President



Vice President’s report
Toronto, August 14, 2009.

Last August, several important events of the International Association for Mathematical Geosciences 
successfully took place during the IGC33 in Oslo from August 6 to 14, 2009. For example, several 
technical  sessions held during the IGC, the 13th General  Assembly of IAMG took place and our 
association’s name changed from Mathematical Geology to Mathematical Geosciences, celebration of 
IAMG 40th anniversary, the publication of a book in honor of Frits Agterberg published by Springer, 
introduction  of  the  new  IAMG  Distinguished  Lecturer,  Roussos  Dimitrakopoulos,  delivered  two 
keynote lectures, Krumbein Medal lecturer Qiuming Cheng and Matheron Lecturer Adrian Baddeley. 
The detailed activities were documented in the minutes prepared by the IAMG Secretary General Dan 
Tetzlaff. 

Since  last  August,  the  Matheron  Lecturer  (ML)  Committee  had  three  new  committee  members: 
Qiuming Cheng (Canada, chair), Katsuaki Koike (Japan), and Jean Serra (France). The committee 
selected Jean-Laurent Mallet as the ML for 2009. 

A proposal for setting up an IAMG Topical Section for China National Group was approved by the 
IAMG Council on June 19, 2009. Therefore, the Section is now officially recognized as an IAMG 
Section  under  our  Bylaws.  Dr.  Yongzhang  Zhou  has  been  elected  Chair  of  the  Section  and  Dr. 
Qiuming Cheng has been appointed by the President  as  the Co-chair  of  the Section. The Section 
organized  a  Chinese  National  Conference  of  Mathematical  Geosciences  and  GeoInformatics  in 
Guangzhou from June 27-31, 2009. About 250 people attended the conference including Professor 
Zhao Pengda from China, Frits Agterberg and Qiuming Cheng from Canada, Katsuaki Koike from 
Japan, Guocheng Pan from US and other seven IAMG members delivered keynote presentations at the 
conference. 

As a tradition, IAMG organizes IPMs in ISI Sessions. An IPM 98 about Issues in the Analysis of 
Multivariate Data in the Spatial Domain has been proposed by Eric Grunsky and it will be held in the 
57th Session of the International Statistical Institute in Durban (South Africa) 16-22 of August, 2009. 
A new proposal has been submitted by Qiuming Cheng for an IPM on “Statistical analysis of non-
linear water systems” at the 58th Session of the International Statistical Institute to be held in Dublin, 
Ireland, August 21-26, 2011. 

Qiuming Cheng

http://iamg.org/index.php/publisher/articleview/frmArticleID/132/


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 2009
(August 8, 2008, to July 31, 2009)

Introduction

Below I describe major actions and findings in which I was involved as IAMG Secretary General during the 
past 12 months.

Email Business

The following motions were approved by the Council by email vote:

1. May/21/2009: Guidelines regulating student affairs were revised and approved by the Council. They 
appear to have solved some uncertainties regarding applicants and officers' duties and 
responsibilities in the process of applying and granting student travel, research, and student chapter 
funds and formal recognition.

2. Jun/19/2009: A new Topical Section for Chinese Members (open to all IAMG members willing to be 
affiliated with it) was approved by the Council. It is chaired by Dr. Yongzhang Zhou and co-chaired 
by IAMG Vice President Dr. Qiuming Cheng. I welcome this new section and am convinced that they 
will play a vital role in helping further the IAMG's goals and membership growth in China.

3. Jul/29/2009: A new Editor-in-Chief of the Natural Resources Research journal was appointed by the 
Council. Dr. Keith Long replaces Dr. Jerry Jensen as editor of the Journal. Thereby, Dr. Jensen also 
becomes a Council member as of the day of the appointment. Dr. Jensen leaves his position after a 
distinguished and dedicated role at the helm of the editorial board of that Journal.

Other issues

1. The IAMG report to the International Union of Geological Societies (IUGS) was prepared and 
submitted in November of 2008.

2. Award trophies (2 plaques for the Georges Matheron Lecturer award and the Andrei Borisovich 
Vistelius award, respectively) were ordered and produced for the IAMG by Discount Awards in July 
2009. I have chosen this provider based on a favorable combination of quality and price after 
reviewing 6 providers in the Houston area. The high quality of the plaques received and the services 
provided by this vendor indicate that he can be trusted for future trophy needs.

3. While reviewing our Statutes and Bylaws, I noticed the following minor inconsistencies:
a. Statutes, Article 11, regulating elections for Council members, states “...candidates for the 

eleven (11) voting members...” There are actually 12 voting Council members of which 10 
are elected. The article should say “...candidates for the ten (10) elected members...”

b. Bylaws, articles 11 through 22, regulating Committees, are unclear about whether the 
Committee Chair and the nonvoting ex-officio member are counted as committee members 
when limits on committee member numbers are stated.

c. Bylaws, article 21 refers to the same Committee alternatively as “Student Grants 
Committee” and “Student Affairs Committee”.

These inconsistencies should be amended at the next General Assembly.

Daniel M. Tetzlaff
IAMG Secretary General
danieltetzlaff@aol.com
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Report to Council Meeting, Stanford, Aug 27, 2009 
Student Affairs Committee 
Chair: Helmut Schaeben 

as of Jul 25, 2009 
 
 
 
This report essentially covers a period of roughly 12 months.  
 
 
Student Affairs Commitee 
 
Since 2004, the committee comprises 
7 ordinary Members: 

 Angela Diblasi (Argentina) 
 Juan José Egozcue (Spain) 
 Sergey Kotov (Russia) 
 Helmut Schaeben (Germany) 
 Maria-Theresia Schafmeister (Germany) 
 Jack Schuenemeyer (U.S.A.) 
 Christien Thiart (South Africa) 

and 2 student Members: 
 Zhijun Chen (China) 
 Abani Samal (U.S.A./India) 

Recently, Dan Tetzlaff became a member representing IAMG’s president. It should be noted 
that our student members are no longer students for quite a while. 
 
 
The major continuous activities of the committee are  

 evaluation of applications for the student grants, and 
 evaluation of applications for the traveling grant; 
 looking after the existing student chapters around the world, 
 evaluation of applications to be recognized as student chapter. 

 
 
 
Student Research Grants Programme 
 
In the past 4 years the total number of applications for student grants was 2005: 14, 2006: 
13, 2007: 13, 2008:   7, and 2009: ? I am afraid that IAMG’s grant programme is only known 
and recognized at Universities or research institutions where student chapters or individual 
members are active and calling for applications. 
The quality of the proposals is rather mixed. Evaluation by the committee members has 
proven to be a fair procedure. The rankings by the committee members usually agree in the 
top and the bottom 50% of all proposals. 
 
 
 
Student Travel Grant Programme 
 
As with respect to applications for travel grants we experienced an all time high in 2008 with 
5 applications to attend MATGEOS, an international meeting organized by IAMG’s Freiberg 
student chapter (Bjarnheiður “Bea” Kristinsdóttir, Prashanth Marpu et al.), and 4 applications 
to attend IGC Oslo and IAMG’s annual conference at the same time. While the 5 MATGEOS 
applicants followed the guidelines and received their grants, we encountered problems of 



communication and understanding/following the guidelines which became only obvious when 
we published the names of the recipients in our newsletter who had been awarded but 
actually did not receive a grant.  
There was only 1 application to attend this year’s IAMG’09 conference. 
The guidelines had been and are clear, there is not much to be evaluated once a contribution 
has been accepted for presentation by the conference organizers. 
 
 
 
Student Chapters 
 
At this time there are 8 IAMG student chapters around the world 

1. China University of Geosciences - Wuhan, China  
2. Southern Illinois University - Carbondale, Illinois, USA 
3. University of Alberta - Edmonton, Alberta, Canada  
4. Technische Universität Bergakademie Freiberg, Germany 
5. Stanford University – Stanford, CA, USA 
6. Sun Yat-Sen University - Guangzhou City, China 
7. University of Colorado at Boulder, Colorado, USA 
8. ENSG-Nancy University, Nancy, France, 

the last two of them have just been founded earlier this year. They are largely geographically 
clustered, North America, China, Central Europe. Every then and when there are rumours 
leaking through IAMG about chapters being just about to be founded. At this time I know of 
only one serious application from Szeged, Hungary, obviously related to the next anual 
conference, but which very obviously did not match the general idea of an IAMG student 
chapter. Instead of plainly rejecting it, I tried to get in touch with Angela Olasz, who submitted 
the application, but communication is difficult. 
I reminded all student chapters three times to submit their annual report, and I actually 
received 7 reports. A report from our chapter at China University of Geosciences - 
Wuhan, China, is the only missing one, maybe for reasons which they are not 
responsible for. I shall immediately forward it if I receive it. 
 
Proper appearance of our student chapters should to be a very efficient, inexpensive and 
“easy” way to comply with their general purpose which has explicitely been stated as follows: 
An IAMG Student Chapter is an active organization of IAMG student members with the 
purpose of increasing IAMG's visibility and promoting mathematical geology, 
geomathematics, and geoinformatics. However, some were poorly maintained until very 
recently. Maybe triggered by my gentle reminder several chapters largely improved their 
appearance within the week of my first draft of this report (of Jul 18, 2009) and the final 
report, e.g. 

 the chapter at Southern Illinois University does apparently not entertain a web page, 
new http://info.erp.siu.edu//IAMG/ or http://www.geology.siu.edu/studentinfo.html . 

 the address listed on IAMG’s homepage for the chapter at University of Alberta takes 
us to its Centre for Computational Geostatistics, another address is 
http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/ccg/pdfs/UofAIAMGNewsAug06.pdf and takes us to 
a newsletter dated Aug 2006; 
new http://www.ualberta.ca/~iamg/UA_IAMG_WEB/index.htm 

 the web pages of the chapter at Bergakademie Freiberg are to a large extent 
outdated, 
renewed http://www.iamg.tu-freiberg.de/ 

 the address of the chapter at Sun Yat-Sen University given on IAMG’s home page is 
apparently wrong, an initial web page does exist  
new http://earth.zsu.edu.cn/iscs.asp?cat_id=6 

 

http://info.erp.siu.edu/IAMG/
http://www.geology.siu.edu/studentinfo.html
http://www.iamg.tu-freiberg.de/
http://earth.zsu.edu.cn/iscs.asp?cat_id=6


From my own observations I can tell that to set up a student chapter takes a great effort, to 
keep it running is an even greater effort. To bestow continuity on it is really the major 
challenge.  
 
 
 
Guidelines 
The committee was involved in the development of the upgraded and revised guidelines for 
both; however, the major contributions came from Dan Tetzlaff, Gina Ross, and Vera 
Pawlowsky-Glahn. 
 
 
 
Todos 

 Diminish total number of voting members, clarify status of student members. 
 Get committee members and students chapters involved in active advertising of 

IAMG’s grants. 
 Improve/maintain communication with respect to processing applications for grants 

between president, president’s representative, treasurer, and chair. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 



Appendix 1 
 
 
 

Student Chapters  

 China University of Geosciences - Wuhan, China  
 Southern Illinois University - Carbondale, Illinois, USA  

new http://info.erp.siu.edu//IAMG/ or 
http://www.geology.siu.edu/studentinfo.html 

 University of Alberta - Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
new http://www.ualberta.ca/~iamg/UA_IAMG_WEB/index.htm 

 Freiberg University of Mining & Technology, Germany  
 Stanford University - Stanford, California, USA  
 Sun Yat-Sen University - Guangzhou City, China  

new http://earth.zsu.edu.cn/iscs.asp?cat_id=6 
 University of Colorado at Boulder, Colorado, USA  
 ENSG-Nancy University, Nancy, France  

 
 

Student Chapters contacts 

iamg-scc@126.com, 
"apodoll@siu.edu" <apodoll@siu.edu>, Andrew Podoll apodoll@siu.edu 
cdeutsch@ualberta.ca, 
iamg.freiberg@googlemail.com, Veraldo Liesenberg <veraldo@gmail.com>, 
Darkhan Kuralkhanov <darkhan@stanford.edu>, wtrainor@stanford.edu, 
wanglinf@gmail.com,  
HERZFELD UTE <herzfeld@tryfan.Colorado.EDU>, Ian Crocker <crockerr@colorado.edu>,  
pauline durand-riard <pauline.durandriard@gmail.com> 
 
--- 
 
Olasz Angéla <Olasz.Angela@stud.u-szeged.hu> 
 
 

Student Affairs Committee 

juan.jose.egozcue@upc.edu,  
sergey kotov <kotov_s@yahoo.co.uk>,  
Abani Samal <arsamal@gmail.com>,  
schaeben@geo.tu-freiberg.de,  
"Maria-Th. Schafmeister" <schaf@uni-greifswald.de>,  
jackswsc@q.com,  
Christien Thiart <Christien.Thiart@uct.ac.za>,  
geo_zjchen@163.com,  
Dan Tetzlaff <dtetzlaff@slb.com>, danieltetzlaff@aol.com, Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn 
<vera.pawlowsky@udg.edu>, president@iamg.org,  
 
 

http://info.erp.siu.edu/IAMG/
http://www.geology.siu.edu/studentinfo.html
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IAMG Awards Committee -- Report for 2009

Committee members:
Stephen Henley (UK) Chair from 2006
Antonella Buccianti (Italy) from 2006
Jef Caers (USA) from 2006
Aleksei Viktorov (Russia) from 2007
Yongzhang ZHOU   (China) from 2008
Dan Tetzlaff Council representative (non-voting)

This year there would normally be awarded the Felix Chayes Prize for Excellence in 
Research in Mathematical Petrology and the  Andrei Borisovich Vistelius Research 
Award.  However,  in  view of  the  current  economic  crisis,  and its  effect  upon the 
Chayes Prize fund, it was agreed by Council and the Awards Committee that this 
year there would be no award made from this fund.
There were four excellent nominees for the Vistelius Award, but a clear winner was 
selected in  Guillaume Caumon.  Guillaume is an Associate Professor (Maître de 
Conférences),  Nancy Université  (INPL),  École  Nationale  Supérieure  de  Géologie 
(ENSG), Centre de Recherches Pétrographiques et Géochimiques (CRPG-CNRS), 
France, and Director of the Gocad Research Consortium. His research interests and 
activities  are  in  3D  subsurface  modelling,  visualisation,  and  characterisation  of 
related uncertainties.
We congratulate  Guillaume  on  his  success  and  wish  him  the  very  best  for  his 
continuing career.
For 2010, we have already received one nomination for the Krumbein Medal, and 
would like to take this opportunity to invite further nominations for this, the IAMG's 
highest award, and for the Griffiths Teaching Award.
In view of the long service of three of the Awards Committee members, we should 
seek new members and a new chairperson to serve from 2010 (the normal period of 
service  is  four  years).  The  chairperson  is  normally  chosen  from among existing 
members, and I plan to consult and to make a nomination for this position later in 
2009. As there will be two or three retiring members, we shall also need to bring in 
new members to the Awards Committee,  and I  hereby invite  any suggestions or 
nominations.

S. Henley
Awards Committee chairman
30 July 2009



IAMG Distinguished Lecturer (DL) Committee Report: August 1, 2008 – July 31st, 
2009
Sean A. McKenna, August 2, 2009

Current Voting DL Committee Members
Sean McKenna, Chair Sandia National Laboratories
Alec Desbarats Geological Survey of Canada
Qiuming Cheng York University
Tim Coburn Abilene Christian University
Sanjay Srinivasan University of Texas Austin
Jaime Gomez-Hernandez Universidad Politechnia Valencia
Maria-Theresa Schafmeister Ernst Moritz Arndt University of Greifswald

Past DL’s considered as non-voting members of the DL committee (provide nominations 
for future DL’s and feedback and guidance on DL selection and implementation of the 
lecture series. 
Frits Agterberg Geological Survey of Canada 2004 DL
Lawrence Drew U.S. Geological Survey 2005 DL
Larry Lake University of Texas Austin 2006 DL
Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn University of Girona, Spain 2007 DL
Don Myers University of Arizona 2008 DL

The current DL is Roussos Dimitrakopoulos McGill University.  Dr. Dimitrakopoulos 
began his tenure in January of 2009 and it will continue through December of 2010.  

The traditional tenure of each DL has been for a single calendar year: January 1 to 
December 31st and this schedule was followed through 2008 when Don Myers was the 
DL.  In the spring of 2009, the IAMG Executive Committee decided to extend the tenure 
of the DL to a two-year term.  This extension will save costs by providing the DL travel 
allowance of up to $10,000 (US) every two years instead of the previous approach where 
it was provided each year.  The full amount of the allowance is still provided to each DL, 
but the period of expenditure is now two years.  

Due to the DL tenure crossing multiple IAMG reporting periods, summaries of both the 
2008 DL (Don Myers) and the 2009-2010 DL (Roussos Dimitrakopoulos) are provided 
below.

2008 Summary, DL: Don Myers
Dr. Myers visited 20 institutions and presented 25 lectures and taught 3 short courses on 
geostatistics.  Presentation topics included: History of Geostatistics, Multivariate Spatial 
Statistics, Risk Analysis and Extreme Value Distributions, and Anisotropic and Space-
Time Variograms.  The geostatistics short courses ranged in length from 1.5 to 2.5 days. 
Dr. Myers itinerary took him around the US and to Germany, Mexico, Spain, the 
Netherlands, Italy, France, Canada and Brazil.  A complete summary of all visits, 
lectures, local contacts and estimated audiences are provided in the attached file:  2008 



IAMG DL Final report.pdf.  The full DL travel allowance of $10,000 (US) was 
used by Dr. Myers.  

2009 Update: DL Roussos Dimitrakopoulos
Dr. Dimitrakopoulos has done three presentations to date: Santiago, Athens and Perth. 
These presentations have been done using the new electronic video conference option.   I 
Additional presentations (live and videoconference) are planned Stanford, Germany, 
Vancouver, with additional interest expressed in Ottawa, the US (Kentucky and Florida) 
and South Africa.  To date, all expenses for the videoconferences have been covered by 
Dr. Dimitrakopoulos.  
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From Donald E. Myers December 2008
2008 IAMG Distinguished Lecturer
Final Report

I have visited and lectured at twenty institutions since 1 January 2008. I gave a total of twenty-five
 lectures plus three short courses: a one day and half short course on geostatistics, a two day short
course on geostatistics,  and a two and a half day short course on geostatistics.

 At most of the institutions I left a copy of the Power Point file for my lecture as well as copies of
relevant papers. I used the IAMG logo Power Point slides provided to me and with very few
exceptions I always began my lecture with a couple of slides about IAMG. Although I used the same
lecture titles multiple times I attempted to customize the lecture to the particular institution and
anticipated audience. The following is a list of the institutions I visited and the lecture titles.

1.  Rosensteil School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences, University of Miami, Miami, FL

Contact: Arthur Mariano amariano@rsmas.miami.edu

I gave two lectures
19 February: History of Geostatistics. There were about 25 in attendance with a mix of faculty and
graduate students

20 February: Multivariate Spatial Statistics. There were about 15 in attendance with a mixture of
faculty and graduate students.

In addition I had lunch with Arthur and four of his students both days. I also had a session with
several faculty and graduate students the morning of the 20th.

2. Department of Earth Sciences, Florida International University, Miami, Fl

Contacts: Ping Zhu zhup@fiu.edu
    Mike Sukop sukopm@fiu.edu

I gave one lecture.
The evening of the 21st Mike took me to Ft Lauderdale to meet with several of his graduate students
and a couple of faculty.

22 February: History of Geostatistics. There were about 20 students and 8 faculty in attendance

Prior to the lecture I met with Mike and two of his students to talk about their work. I had lunch with
Mike and several other faculty. This was followed by sessions with Ping Zhu and with another
faculty member.

3. Department of Mathematics, Department of Geology Northern Kentucky University

mailto:amariano@rsmas.miami.edu
mailto:zhup@fiu.edu
mailto:sukopm@fiu.edu
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Contact: Andrew Long,   longa@nku.edu

I gave two lectures
25 February: History of Geostatistics. There were 12 faculty members in attendance
26 February: Multivariate Spatial Statistics. There were 12 students and 8 faculty in attendance

On the 24th I had dinner with Andy, his brother and a faculty member from Biology (Rick Boyce).
On the 25th I had lunch with John Rockway (Geology)

On the 26th I had a meeting with Andy and Rick to talk about a joint project they have.

4. Geology at Southern Illinois University
Contacts: Andrew Podoll            apoldoll@siu.edu

28 Feb
I met with three different students to discuss their problems.

I went to lunch with group of six, students and faculty

I met separately with two different graduate students to discuss their work

Lecture: Risk Analysis and Extreme Value Distributions, attended by 6-7 faculty and about 20
students (mix of undergraduate and graduate). This topic had been chosen by the students at SIU

That evening I went with group of seven students for pizza

5. School of Engineering, Montana Tech
Contact: Pete Knudsen      Pknudsen@mtech.edu

I gave two lectures

10 April: Multivariate Spatial Statistics (added material on Diel cycles/curves, use of Harmonic
Regression). This was Willis Weight’s GeoE 5400 class with five students

In the afternoon I met with six Mathematics/Statistics  faculty (out of nine) and one in geological
engineering along with two students.

11 April: History of Geostatistics. This was Pete’s Ore Reserve class and Petroleum Eng class
About 18 students and five faculty

Later I met with Dave Armstrong and Chris Gammons. Chris and I discussed his Diel cycle data
and how it might be analyzed.

After lunch I met with several other faculty and several students.

mailto:longa@nku.edu
mailto:apoldoll@siu.edu
mailto:Pknudsen@mtech.edu
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6. Departments of Geography and Geological Sciences, University of Nevada-Reno

Contacts:   Franco Biondi fbiondi@unr.edu
franco.biondi@gmail.com

  
I gave two lectures.
24 April: History of Geostatistics. Eight faculty and about 20 students.

Shawn took me to lunch.  Met with Jason and Shawn then with Franco. Franco took me to dinner

25 April: Multivariate Spatial Statistics. Five faculty and twelve students. 

Met with  Ilya Zaliapin (Math-Stat) to discuss geostatistics and radial basis functions

7. Centro De Investigacion En Matematicas (CIMAT)
A. P. 402, Guanajuato, Gto., C.P. 36000 Mexico

Contact:   Fernando Avila,   avila@cimat.mx

I gave one lecture
12 May:  Risk Analysis and  Extreme Value Distributions. 22 people, faculty and graduate students.

13 May, met with a faculty member and her graduate student to talk about extreme value modeling.
Met with Miguel Nakamura to talk about spatial simulation

14 May, met with Miguel Morales and one of his students to talk about kriging and radial basis
functions.

8. Technische Universität    Bergakedamie Freiberg
Contact: Prashanth Marpu     iamg.freiberg@googlemail.com

Student

I conducted a short course on geostatistics and made a presentation on Risk Analysis and Extreme
Value Distributions as part of the MATGEOS 2008 Workshop

10 June: The short course ran from 9:30 AM-12:30 PM, 1:30 PM- 5:30 PM
11 June: The short course continued 9:30 AM-12:30 PM
There were 22 participants. I provided 65 pages of course notes and worked out examples in gstat.
I used GeoEAS, gstat, geoR for class demos. I also gave out course notes on cokriging and on
spatial simulation (this material was not covered in the short course). I provided pdf files for many
of the papers cited in the short course

The workshop was held on the afternoon of 11 June and all day on 12 June. I gave a presentation
on Risk Analysis and Extreme Value Distributions. There were about 20-25 attendees

mailto:fbiondi@unr.edu
mailto:franco.biondi@gmail.com
mailto:carr@unr.edu
mailto:avila@cimat.mx
mailto:iamg.freiberg@googlemail.com
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9. Ernest Arndt Universität Greifswald
Contact: Maria-Th Schaffmeister    Schaf@uni-greifswald.de
Institut für Geologische Wissenschaften
Lehrstuhl für Angewandte Geologie/Hydrogeologie

I gave one lecture which was held as a seminar in the Mathematics Dept.

17 June: Connections - Geostatistics, Radial Basis Functions and Objective Analysis. There were
15 attendees, most were faculty. Two had come from Berlin

10. International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation,
Enschede, The Netherlands

Contact: Alfred Stein stein@itc.nl

I gave one lecture.
19 June: Pseudo-cross-variograms. There were 30 students and 2 faculty It was very international,
10 or more countries represented

11. Escuela Técnica Superior de Ingenieros de Caminos, Canales y Puertos (Universidad de
A Coruña)

contacts: Javier Samper jsamper@udc.es
   Antonio La Paz             tucho@udc.es

I gave two lectures.
23 June: Anisotropic and Space-time variograms

3 faculty and 12 students\

24 June: Multivariate Spatial Statistics
4 faculty and 10 students

12. Department of Computer Science and Applied Mathematics, Universitat Girona, Spain

Contacts: Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn      vera.pawlowsky@udg.edu
     Pepus Daunis              pepus@ima.udg.edu

secretaria@ima.udg.edu

I gave one lecture: 
26 June: Risk Analysis and Extreme Value Distributions. There were five faculty present, then went
to lunch with the same five. 

13.- Friday 27 June:  Department of Mathematics, Statistics Service, Autonomous University
of Barcelona (UAB). 

Contacts:Anna Espinal and Lorenç Badiella      s.estadistica@uab.es

mailto:Schaf@uni-greifswald.de
mailto:stein@itc.nl
mailto:jsamper@udc.es
mailto:tucho@udc.es
mailto:vera.pawlowsky@udg.edu
mailto:pepus@ima.udg.edu
mailto:secretaria@ima.udg.edu\
mailto:s.estadistica@uab.es
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I gave one lecture
27 June: Multivariate Spatial Statistics. There were five faculty and 12 students

I then met with three of the faculty at lunch

14- Monday 15 September to Friday September 19 Faculty of Statistics Universita di Solento,
Italy (formerly Universita degli Studia di Lecce) Lecce, Italy

Contacts: Donato Posa  posa_donato@libero.it
                Sandra De Ioca 
                Monica Palma

Monday Short course on geostatistics, Part 1.  15 students and 4 faculty
Wednesday Short course on geostatistics Part 2

Thursday Invited presentation at geostatistics session at MTISD 2008 (Metodi, Modelii e
Tecnologie dell’Informazione a Supporto delle Decisioni

25 present, mix of students, faculty and other professionals

15- Monday 22 September to Wednesday 24 September Ecole Nationale Superieure de
Geologie (ENSG) and Centre de recherche Petrographique et Geochemie (CRPG) , Nancy
France

Contacts, Jean-Jacques Royer  royer@gocad.com
    Guillaume Caumon  caumon@gmail.com

22 September
Lecture on New Results in Cokriging, 15 students and 4 faculty   ENSG

Lecture on Anisotropic and Space Time Variograms    , 18 students and 4 faculty CRPG

23 Sept
Royer and Caumon were both busy during the day, I worked in the hotel

24 Sept
In the morning. I met the Director of the ENSG and several others. I had sessions with two PhD
students for them to show me what they were working on. Both were writing GoCAD plug-ins, one
on visualizing uncertainty and the other on geophysical mapping based on gravity. In the afternoon
I was given a tour of CRPG

16. Petroleum Engineering/Student Chapter of IAMG, Stanford Center for Reservoir
Forecasting Stanford University

mailto:posa_donato@libero.it
mailto:royer@gocad.com
mailto:caumon@gmail.com
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Contacts: Darkhan Kuralkhanov  darkhan@stanford.edu
   Tapan Mukerj  Faculty advisor

30 Oct   History of Geostatistics (especially for new students in SCRF)
3 faculty and 19 students

 Multivariate Spatial Statistics
4 faculty and 25 students

Dinner with    1 faculty and 3 students 

17. Department of Economic Geology, University of Ottawa (CA) and the
6 Nov
Contacts 
Sandra Shepherd   econgeol@uottawa.ca
Mark Hannington   mhanning@uottawa.ca

Thursday morning: lecture on  History of Geostatistics- Univariate and Multivariate
There were 16-20 students about five faculty (including Frits Atergberg). 
Two of the graduate students took me to lunch

After lunch I met with Michel Robin for about an hour. He teaches a course in geostatistics. He is
not using any geostatistics software and I gave him the GeoEAS software.

18. Logan Club at the Canadian Geological Survey

7 Nov
Contacts:Tom Skulski   tskulski@NRCan.gc.ca

   Eric Grunsky egrunsky@NRCan.gc.ca

 Lecture on Risk Analysis and Extreme Value Distributions.
There were about 25 staff present

Frits, Eric, Tom, Chang-Jo, Grahame took me to lunch

19. Institute of Geosciences, University of São Paulo, Rua do Lago, 562, CEP 05508-900

contacts: Jorge Yamamoto,   jkyamamo@usp.br
   Marcelo Rocha

16 December   First day of Short course on geostatistics
17 December   Second day of Short course
18 December   Half day of Short Course
There were forty in the Short course plus Jorge and Marcelo. The group included both students and

mailto:darkhan@stanford.edu
mailto:econgeol@uottawa.ca
mailto:mhanning@uottawa.ca
mailto:tskulski@NRCan.gc.ca
mailto:egrunsky@NRCan.gc.ca
mailto:jkyamamo@usp.br
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faculty/staff from other units at the University. I provided a large number of handouts and also gave
Jorge a copy of all the PowerPoint files and all the linked files

19 December, morning meeting with Marcelo to discuss the GeoVisual software and possible flinks
between faculty at the Institute and faculty at the University of Arizona

20. Institute of Geosciences, U. Campinas and the Agronomy Institute, both in Campinas

contacts   Carlos Roberto de Souza Filho   beto@ige.unicamp.br
Institute of Geosciences
U. Campinas
P.O. Box 6152
Brazil 13083-970
55 19 32891097 

                 Sidney Rosa Vieira,    sydney@iac.sp.gov.br
Centro de Solos e Recursos Ambientais
Instituto Agronômico (IAC)
Fone: (019) 3241 5188, ramal 408 

The original plan had been to go to Campinas on 19 December, give a lecture there at the Institute
and meet with Carlos Roberto as well as with Sidney. However on 18 December I received an email
from Carlos Roberto saying that during his absence (he had been in Australia for a short visit just
prior ) there were events scheduled that would interfere with the scheduling of my lecture. In
addition Sidney informed me that because his Director was to be out of town and had left him in
charge he would be unable to meet with me. The net result was that I did not make the trip to
Campinas but instead spent additional time at the University in Sao Paulo. 

mailto:beto@ige.unicamp.br
mailto:sydney@iac.sp.gov.br


IAMG Georges Matheron Lecturer (ML) Committee Report: August 1, 2008 – July 
31st, 2009

Qiuming Cheng, August 12, 2009

This lecture series in honor of Georges Matheron, a leader in the field of 
geostatistics, was initiated in 2005, and the first lecture was given in 2006 at the 
IAMG Annual Meeting in Liège, Belgium. The Georges Matheron Lecturer 
Committee, chaired by a Vice President, selects two (2) other members of the 
Association familiar with the work of Georges Matheron to serve on the 
committee in accordance with By-Law 7, and seeks nominations and selects 
each year a Georges Matheron Lecturer who is a scientist with proven research 
ability in the field of spatial statistics or mathematical morphology. The Director of 
the École des Mines Centre de Géostatistiques in Fontainebleau (France) serves 
as non-voting member ex officio. Members of the Georges Matheron Lecturer 
Committee are ineligible to be selected as Georges Matheron Lecturer while 
serving on the committee. IAMG Georges Matheron Lecturer is expected to 
deliver a keynote lecture in the annual conference of IAMG

Letters of nomination should include a curriculum vitae of the nominee and a 
short statement summarizing the ways in which he or she fulfills the nomination 
criteria.

Current Voting ML Committee Members
Qiuming Cheng, York University, Canada/China University of Geosciences
Katsuaki Koike, Kumamoto University, Japan  
Jean Serra, École des Mines, France

Current and Past MLs:

2009 Jean-Laurent Mallet (École Nationale Superieure de Géologie, Nancy 
Université, France): 
GeoChron: A Mathematical framework for sedimentary geology 

2008 Adrian Baddeley (Univ. of Western Australia): Special point process 
models on exploration geology 

2007 Wynand Kleingeld (De Beers, South Africa): Narrating on a journey to 
solve a sampling problem 

2006 Jean Serra (École des Mines, France): Random set modelling



IAMG Publications Committee

Annual Report 2009

Michael Hohn, Chair
IAMG Publications Committee

Introduction

This report includes highlights of the year for the Association’s three journals, the monograph 
series, our newsletter, and the website.  A major goal this year was identifying the next Editor-in-
Chief for Natural Resources Research.  Jerry Jensen recommended Dr. Keith Long of the U.S. 
Geological Survey, who has been subsequently appointed by vote of the IAMG Council.  

To help in the transition from Jerry and Keith, we are considering an editor’s retreat similar to the 
one held two years ago.  A number of issues could be addressed, including the need for more 
editorial board members by one or more of our journals and the newsletter vs. website.

The balance of this report has been provided by the editors of our publications, newsletter, and 
website.

Mathematical Geosciences

The report  below is  an update  on production and editorial  team, a summary of the journal’s 
performance, and concludes with comments for the future. 

I. The  production front 

We  continue  to  work  with  Dr.  Chris  Bendall,  Senior  Editor,  Geoscience  Division,  Maria 
Muskalka,  and  now her  recent  replacement,  Alan  Sinclair,  both  Production  Editors  based in 
Heidelberg. Collaboration with Springer continues to be outstanding in all its aspects; as we all 
recognize, having a supportive and attentive publisher is critical,  and a pleasure for any editor-in-
chief. 

Our yearly editorial meeting with Springer in Heidelberg is scheduled for this coming September; 
we intend to review the progress of the journal since last  year’s  meeting,  as well  as discuss 
strategies  and  their  implementation  for  further  marketing  and  improvement  of  the  journal. 
Despite a couple of random glitches with printing at our new printer in The Netherlands, I am 
happy to report that since about the beginning of 2009 and for the first time since becoming the 
editor of the journal, administrative type issues are being replaced with the more creative aspects 
of being an editor.     

II. Publications update 



Mathematical Geosciences published 46 papers in its 8 issues over the past 12 months. A change 
since January 2009 is that every issue to date includes a book review.  This is thanks to our Book 
Review Editor, Denis Marcotte and we plan to continue having book reviews in every issue from 
now on. Suggestions for books to review and volunteering to do the reviews will  be greatly 
appreciated.    

Special issues: 

• 40(5) – Issue to Honor Frits Agterberg, G. F. Bonham-Carter and Q. Cheng, Guest Editors
• 41(3) -  Geostatistics for Environmental Applications, A. Soares, Guest Editor 

Upcoming special issues:

• 41(6) -  Applications of Wavelets in the Geosciences, M. Oliver, Guest Editor 
• 42(-)  -  Spherical Mathematics & Statistics, H. Schaeben, Guest Editor  

Planned special issues:

• 42(-)  -  Issue to Honour Danie Krige – his 90th birthday!   

Danie is a founding member of IAMG (August 1968), and member of the first IAMG Council. 
He celebrates his 90th birthday in September this year, and as such, a special issue in his honour 
seems most appropriate.

• 42(-)  -  Geologic CO2 Sequestration    

III.  Awards 

• Best Paper Award 2008 – Congratulations to: 

Kernel Principal Component Analysis for Efficient, Differentiable Parameterization of  
Multipoint Geostatistics, Issue 41(1) 
by Pallav Sarma, Louis J. Durlofsky and Khalid Aziz 

Thanks are in order to Ed Sharp for organising and overseeing the selection process, and Carol 
Gotway for her assistance.
  
• The Editor’s Reviewers Awards 2008:   TBA   
 
IV. Performance report

The ISI-impact factor of MG for 2008, as recently announced, stands at 0.883 and the 5-year 
impact factor is 1.123, the highest impact factor for MG to date.   The complete stats are below. 
It is critical that MG’s citations continue to increase; to ensure this, a persistent effort is required. 
It is important to note that the Web of Knowledge lists now both Mathematical Geology AND 
Mathematical  Geosciences,  as expected; Table 1 is the combination of both.  With the name 

http://springerlink.metapress.com/content/?Author=G.+F.+Bonham-Carter
http://springerlink.metapress.com/content/?Author=Khalid+Aziz
http://springerlink.metapress.com/content/?Author=Louis+J.+Durlofsky
http://springerlink.metapress.com/content/?Author=Pallav+Sarma
http://springerlink.metapress.com/content/3n81371k554k3013/?p=88abd080072d49be9446aaef1aba1b86&pi=1
http://springerlink.metapress.com/content/3n81371k554k3013/?p=88abd080072d49be9446aaef1aba1b86&pi=1
http://springerlink.metapress.com/content/?Author=Q.+Cheng


change we expect that the journal’s impact factor will fluctuate over the next 2-3 years, before 
stabilizing again, hopefully above 1.

The need to cite recent papers in Mathematical Geosciences, where warranted, is important to 
remember.            

Total Cites 1182
Impact Factor 0.883
5-year 
Impact Factor 1.123
Immediacy Index 0.217
Articles 46
Cited Half-life  >10

Table 1:  ISI reporting for 2008 (Source: ISI Web of Knowledge; both names).

 
The relative improvements in the journal the last 12 months are be summarized in Table 2.  In all, 
the very positive trends continue for a second year, and we need to ensure that they continue.
    

July 31 /2007 - 
August 1 /2008

August 2/2008 – 
August 3/2009

New manuscripts received 114 151
Revised manuscripts received 104 110
Average turnaround time: 
Submission to final decision 

130 days 105 days

 Average turnaround time: 
Submission to first decision

82 days 82 days

Days to complete review (mean)  45 days 42 days
Rejections  40% 52% 

Table 3: Summary statistics on MG’s performance.

V.   Some objectives for 2008-09 

Seek your continuing support and continue to: 

• Increase of citations of papers published in MG particularly since 2008 and Volume 41 –   
the start of Mathematical Geosciences.

• Increase in individual subscriptions to MG.
• Increase of manuscript submissions.

  

http://admin-apps.isiknowledge.com/JCR/JCR?RQ=RECORD&journal=MATH+GEOSCI&rank=1#immediacy


As always, your support of MG is a significant contribution to our profession! 
 

Roussos Dimitrakopoulos, Editor-in-Chief

Computers & Geosciences

In 2008, there were 472 manuscript submissions to the journal from which 183 manuscripts were 
accepted for publication. The number of submissions averaged 39 per month. For 2009 (up to 30-
June-2009), there were 323 manuscript submission from which 292 manuscripts have been 
accepted for review. The average number of submissions for 2009 is 54 per month. It is readily 
apparent that the journal popularity continues to increase.

The journal still requires an increase in the number of Associate Editors, particularly in the field 
of geophysics.

As reported previously, the journal has had difficulty in the area of production speed. The source 
of this problem occurs during the copy-edit stage. This problem was addressed by contracting the 
assistance of an additional copy editor on an as-needs basis. This has resulted in a greater flow 
through and there has been a decrease in submission to publication time.

Because of the increased number of submissions, the screening process of new submissions has 
adhered strictly to the scope of the journal. Many manuscripts have been submitted, particularly 
in the field of geoinformatics that are not within the scope of the journal. These manuscripts have 
been returned to the authors with requests to provide examples and relevance in the geosciences. 
In some cases, the authors have complied; while in others the manuscripts have been withdrawn.

Prescreening of manuscripts by Elsevier
Last year, Elsevier indicated that effective the start of 2009 all new manuscript would be 
screened for adherence to journal guidelines and English. Unfortunately, this activity was never 
implemented and I was recently advised by Elsevier that the pre-screening of manuscripts has 
been abandoned – with no explanation. It had been hoped that this pre-screening would result in a 
significant savings in time for the Editor-in-Chief and the Managing Editor.

This decision comes as a disappointment to the editors of the journal. Our experience has shown 
that a large amount of time is spent pre-screening and re-screening new submissions. Most 
submissions that are sent back to authors are because of inadequate English. As well, the 
remainder of submissions are returned to authors because they have not followed the journal’s 
Guide for Authors for format and style. Only a small number of submissions are returned because 
the manuscript is not within the scope of the journal.

Recently, the Guide for Authors has been re-written to make it easier for authors to navigate and 
understand the requirements for format, style and English.



Impact Factor
The year 2008 is the first year that the impact factor of Computers & Geosciences exceeded 1.0 
and the impact factor for 2008 is: 1.188. The impact factor for 2007 was recently reported at 
0.893. This now represents a four-year trend upward from .779 (20056), .802 (2006) and now .
893 (2007)

(figure provided by Elsevier)
The increase in the impact factor may be due to:

1) an increase in the number of papers in the field of geoinformatics
2) the impact of electronic submission and the ease of which authors can contribute to the 

journal and cite recent articles from the journal.

Changes in Associate Editors
Peter van Oosterom (Delft University of Technology, Netherlands) has joined the journal as an 
Associate Editor.

New Editorial Board Members
Michael Goodchild (University of California, USA) has officially joined the Editorial Board. 
Jeffery Yarus, Tom Wolery have stepped down from their roles on the Editorial Board. Their past 
support to the journal is gratefully acknowledged.

Modifications to the Journal Structure
During the past two years, the number of manuscripts that must be handled by the Editor-in-Chief 
and the Deputy Editor has increased to a level that makes it difficult to sustain a steady flow of 
work. 

We have proposed to have two co-editors to handle manuscripts, from submission, to decision, to 
proofs, based on two themes.
Boyan Brodaric's role as Deputy Editor would be elevated to the role of Co-Editor and I would 
still maintain the role of Editor-in-Chief until I step down from that role. I also recommend 
appointing a new Deputy Editor, who will have the opportunity and authority to shadow the role 
of Editor-in-Chief and Co-Editor so that a path of succession is assured and any emergencies can 
be accommodated.



New submissions would choose "categories" under which to submit manuscripts.
Provisionally, these are:
1) Geophysics
2) Seismology
3) Hydrology
4) Geostatistics/Spatial Analysis
5) Geochemistry
6) Geoinformatics
7) Environmental Geoscience
8) Climate/meterology
9) Remote Sensing
10 Computational Geometry
11) Soil studies
12) Others
 
Authors would be required to choose one of the categories, and based on their selection, the 
manuscript would be assigned to the Co-editor or myself for initial screening. As usual, all 
requests for reviewers and manuscript management would continue through the Managing Editor.
The EIC and CE would then assign manuscripts to the appropriate Associate Editor, or 
themselves for reviewer selection and decisions. The EIC and CE would receive their respective 
proofs prior to final publication.

The IAMG is encouraged to support this initiative and assist if necessary by providing support 
for recruiting additional Associate Editors and Editorial Board members. Specifically, the IAMG 
could assist in the recruitment of Associate Editors in the fields of seismology,  general 
geophysics and soils. It has been a challenge to find suitable candidates for these roles in the 
journal.

Computers &Geosciences Ranking Amongst other GIS journals
A paper by Caron et al. (2008) provided rankings of GIS journals based on a global study. 
Computers & Geosciences ranked 4th out of 44 journals that publish papers on GIS. The inclusion 
of geoinformatics as a discipline within the IAMG and the addition of Associate Editors and 
Editorial Board members with expertise in GIS has been a significant factor in the increased 
submission rate and rise in impact factor for the journal.

Reference:
Caron, C., Roche, S., Goyer, D., Jaton, A., 2008. GIScience journals ranking and evaluation: An 
international delphi study, Transactions in GIS, 12 (3), pp. 293-321.

Special Issues

Special Issues that were published in 2008:
• Predictive Modeling in Sediment Transport and Stratigraphy – James Syvitski - Editor

Special Issues that were published in 2009:



Special Issues that are in production:
• 3D Modeling in Geology by Andrea Zanchi, Mauro de Donatis, Alan Gibbs and Jean-

Laurent Mallet
• Geoscience Knowledge Representation for Cyberinfrastructure by Boyan Brodaric, Peter 

Fox and Deborah L. McGuinness
• Hazards Mapping by Giulio Iovine, Michael Sheridan, Salvatore di Gregorio & Hideaki 

Miyamoto.

Special Issues that are being assembled:
• Progressive Transmission of Spatial Datasets in the World Wide Web Environment
• Geoinformatics for Environmental Surveillance
• Virtual Globes
• Advanced computational geochemistry: earth sciences and environment – Antonella 

Buccianti and Eric Grunsky - Editors

Submission / Production for the journal
Below is a list of summary statistics for the journal for 2008 and the first half of 2009.
Note that the total number of submissions is different from the number of manuscripts that are 
accepted for review. Many manuscripts are sent back to authors during the submission stage for 
reasons stated above ( formatting, English, etc.). A significant number of these manuscripts are 
not re-submitted. A question to be addressed is if the manuscript returned to authors are 
“rejected” or “refused”. The choice of this will have an impact on the rejection rate of the journal. 
For this report, the rejection rate has been simplified to the ratio of rejected manuscript / accepted 
manuscripts within any given period. This ratio indicates that about 50% of all manuscripts are 
rejected by reviewers. 

Summary of Articles published in 2008
Total of all published  articles: 158
Short Notes 4
Book Reviews 3
Software Reviews: 1
Letters to the Editor: 1
Special Issues: 1

Summary of Articles published in 2009 (2009-Jan-01 to 2009-Jun-30)
Total of all published articles: 119
Special Issues: 3

Submissions for 2008: 
Total submissions received: 472
Submissions accepted for publication: 183
Submissions rejected: 181
Submissions with decision to revise: 38
Submissions with editor: 1
Submissions under review: 18
Submissions withdrawn: 12
Submission with decision in progress: 0
Submissions with required reviews complete: 0
Submissions sent back to author: 27
Submissions sent back to author & still outstanding: 23

Rejection Rate for 2008: 243/415= 58.6%
Submissions per month for 2008  472/12 = 39.3



Submissions for 2009 (2009-Jan-01 to 2009-Jun-30): 
Total submissions received: 323
Submissions accepted for publication: 87
Submissions rejected: 94
Submissions with decision to revise: 22
Submissions with editor: 1
Submissions under review: 84
Submissions withdrawn: 5
Submission with decision in progress: 1
Submissions with required reviews complete: 3
Submissions sent back to author:26
Submissions sent back to author & still outstanding: 26

Interim Rejection Rate for 2009:94/212=44.3%
Submissions per month for 2009  323/6 = 53.8

Eric Grunsky & Boyan Brodaric

Natural Resources Research

The journal continues to appear on time and with articles covering a wide range of interests. 
Twenty-five articles have appeared, totaling 285 pages, for the most recent 4 issues.  These 
numbers are in line with those of previous years.

As for impact, here are a few metrics.  According to the Scopus® database, all articles ever 
published through 2007 in NRR received 181 citations during 2008 and this number is growing at 
roughly 40 citations per year.  Roughly 50% of NRR articles have been cited at least once.  Each 
year, about 10% of the papers in NRR are cited by other papers.  As a point of comparison, this 
proportion is similar to those for our sister journals.  There are, of course, many other ways to 
assess impact and journal effectiveness.  For example, Springer will be implementing a tracking 
feature on their electronic library, so we can identify how many times each article is downloaded.

Late last year, Springer applied for ISI certification for the journal.  This is one of the strategies 
identified in the IAMG’s 2007—2010 strategic plan. As part of the process, the ISI is monitoring 
the journal performance during this year.  Chris Bendall, the associate editor of the geoscience 
division at Springer, gives the application a 70% chance of success.

NRR continues to receive about 3 manuscripts a month.  This is about right for a quarterly 
journal with 6 or 7 articles per issue.  Review times are generally good, taking about 3 months. 
Unless it is proving difficult to find reviewers for a manuscript, I can usually get a decision back 
to an author within 4 months of submission.  The final acceptance rate is around 85% and nearly 
all manuscripts require one or two rounds of revisions.

I have proposed that Dr. Keith Long succeed me as NRR editor in the first quarter of 2010.  The 
Publications Committee has approved this change of editorship and the decision is now in the 
hands of the IAMG Council.  Keith has considerable experience in a wide range of resource 
assessment issues and will be a great asset for NRR.  I will partner with Keith for a time so that 
he can learn my devious ways for wheedling reviews from people.



Jerry L. Jensen
 

IAMG Studies In Mathematical Geosciences (SMG)

Jo Anne DeGraffenreid (USA), Editor
Associate Editors: Thomas A. Jones (USA), Heinz Burger (FRG)

The  most  recent  monograph  published  in  the  Oxford  University  Press  (OUP)  IAMG series, 
Studies  in  Mathematical  Geosciences,  is  SMG  No.  8,  Statistical  Methods  for  Estimating  
Petroleum Resources, by the late P.J. Lee. As mentioned in last year's report, initial orders led 
OUP to predict it will be one of the best sellers in the series. The book, which appeared in March 
2008, has now sold  222 copies—according  to Phyllis  Cohen, our IAMG contact  at  OUP. In 
addition, OUP recently secured an agreement for a Chinese translation of P.J. Lee's monograph.

Phyllis replaced Michael Penn, assuming the position of Editor for Mathematics and Science in 
July 2008. She provided the following current information for all SMG monographs that have 
appeared to date, including out-of-print numbers; Nos. 5-8 are currently in stock:

Studies in Mathematical Geosciences
1. Use and Abuse of Statistical Methods in the Earth Sciences, by William B. Size, Ed., 1987 – 

1,509 copies sold [out of print]
2. Oil and Gas Forecasting: Reflections of a Petroleum Geologist, by Lawrence J. Drew, 1990 – 

642 copies sold [out of print]
3. Geostatistical Glossary and Multilingual Dictionary, by Ricardo A. Olea, Ed., 1991 – 803 

copies sold [out of print]
4. Techniques for Determining Probabilities of Geologic Events and Processes: A Review, by 

Regina L. Hunter & C. John Mann, Eds., 1992 –722 copies sold [out of print]
5. Computers in Geology: 25 Years of Progress, by John C. Davis & Ute Christina Herzfeld, 

Eds., 1993 – 653 copies sold
6. Modern Spatiotemporal Geostatistics, by George Christakos, 2000 – 983 copies sold
7. Geostatistical Analysis of Compositional Data, by Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn and Ricardo A. 

Olea, 2004 – 450 copies sold
8. Statistical Methods for Estimating Petroleum Resources, by P.J. Lee, 2008 – 222 copies sold 

As SMG editor, I am very happy to report that what I described last year as a "cordial working 
relationship" with (former) editor Michael Penn is now, with the "new" editor, not only cordial, it 
is actually working—in the sense that we have in the person of Phyllis Cohen an enthusiastic 
advocate who, in my experience thus far, is always only an e-mail away. Phyllis proposes to put 
the SMG series on a firm footing by formalizing the arrangement between the IAMG and OUP 



(something that has never been done) and has been corresponding with IAMG officers in that 
regard. One of the aspects of that agreement would be to set a steady discount rate (25% has been 
discussed)  for  which  IAMG  members  could  purchase  in-print  books  in  the  SMG  series.  A 
promotional code is to be established that members can use to order monographs through the 
OUP website, with a code listed in the members-only section on the IAMG website. As of mid-
July 2009, plans are underway to put together a flier for IAMG'09 at Stanford University, August 
23-28. The flier will focus primarily on the Lee book, but also list other books in print, and will 
include information for using the IAMG-member discount code.

OUP is still actively promoting P.J. Lee's monograph, and Phyllis kindly provided an extensive 
record of their promotional efforts, information that has not been shared in the past. It leads to a 
much better appreciation of OUP activities that directly and indirectly benefit the IAMG .

Promotion for Statistical Methods for Estimating Petroleum Resources [SMG No. 8]:

Inclusion in OUP catalogs and advertisements: New in Geology 2007 brochure, Spring 
2008 Academic catalog, Math and Physics catalogs, 2008; advertisement in the program for 
the Spring 2008 meeting of the American Chemical Society (ACS), in the December 2007 
issue of Amstat News, in the monthly magazine of the American Statistical Association 
(ASA), in the program for the 2007 Joint Mathematics Meeting—American Mathematical 
Society (AMS)/Mathematical Association of America (MAA) 

Endorsement at OUP-attended conferences: 2008 and 2009 annual meeings, Society for 
Industrial and Applied Mathematics annual meetings (SIAM), 2009 Joint Mathematics 
Meeting (AMS/MAA), 2009 Geological Society of American meeting (GSA), Spring and 
Fall 2008 and 2009 ACS meetings, 2008 Association of American Geographers meeting, 
2008 and 2009 Joint Statistical Meetings (ASA, International Biometric Society, Institute of 
Mathematical Statistics, Statistical Society of Canada, International Chinese Statistical 
Association, and International Indian Statistical Association)

OUP review mailing campaigns to: AAPG Bull., American Mineralogist, Annals of  
Probability, Annals of Statistics, Earth, Educational Studies in Mathematics, Energy Jour.,  
Environmental & Engineering Geoscience, EOS, Geology, Geophysics, GSA Bull., IEEE 
Transactions on Geoscience & Remote Sensing, Institute of Mathematical Statistics Bull.,  
Jour. Petroleum Science and Engineering, Jour. Sedimentary Research, Jour. Geology, MAA 
Reviews, Mathematical Gazette, Mathematical Geosciences, Mathematical Intelligence,  
Mathematical Reviews, Notices of the American Mathematical Society, Offshore Magazine,  
Oil and Gas Jour., SIAM Review, The American Mathematical Monthly, World Oil

There is unhappy news about the manuscript for (proposed) SMG No. 9 (A.K. Porwal and Martin 
Hale,  "Mineral  Prospectivity  Mapping—A  Spatial  Mathematical  Approach").  Due  to 
complications attributed to change of jobs and relocation of the principal author, the manuscript 
was  not  delivered  to  OUP in September  2008,  as  specified  in  the  contract  (the  approaching 
dilemma was only brought to my attention at the end of August 2008). Curiously, although the 
initial contact was between the coauthors and the SMG editor (I discussed the project with OUP 
and then submitted the proposal, along with a very detailed, meticulous author's questionnaire 
provided by Prof. Hale), the contract was negotiated entirely without my knowledge, and input. 
This  occurred  during  the  tenure  of  Michael  Penn,  who  had  been  encouraged  to  contact 



Publications  Committee  Chairman  Mike  Hohn,  if  need  be,  or  negotiate  directly  with  the 
appropriate IAMG officer in matters regarding, e.g., payment of IAMG royalties (the domain of 
IAMG Treasurer Gina Ross) or IAMG member discounts (then-President Frits Agterberg). After 
inadvertently discovering that a contract had been signed, I determined that Mr. Penn had not 
been in contact with any IAMG entity, and after requesting a copy of the contract, I learned that 
there is no mention of the IAMG whatsoever! However, Phyllis Cohen and I are dealing with the 
project as part of the SMG series; she described it in her e-mail of 15 July 2009 as: "The next 
book  contracted  for  the  series...  Mineral  Prospectivity  Mapping  –  A  Spatial  Mathematical  
Approach... tentatively scheduled to publish in 2012." (To date, all we have received is final copy 
for Chapter 5.)

The proposal for SMG No. 10, on a topic related to compositional data applied to environmental 
hazard monitoring (first  identified in 2007, as reported in last  year's  SMG report),  is now in 
limbo. However, it may yet be revived; the author has expressed a desire to revise the manuscript 
extensively, when circumstances permit, and resubmit it.

OUP  currently  has  in  hand  another  proposed  SMG,  a  complete  manuscript  with  excellent 
illustrations,  on the topic  of  reservoir/aquifer  behavior.  I  submitted  it  in  January 2009.  OUP 
views it quite favorably. It could well supercede the tardy "proposed" SMG No. 9, if I can just 
prevail upon the author to complete OUP's author submission questionnaire and suggest some 
reviewers. The author intends to expand/improve the explanatory material and include examples 
to make the text more readable—and has his own, very definite opinions about the stage at which 
a manuscript is viable. I hope to resolve this standoff within the next 2 or 3 months.

Jo Anne DeGraffenreid, Editor

Newsletter and Website Report   -  22 July 2009

The new IAMG website was put into service at the beginning of 2009. It was designed by 
Dragonfly, an IT consulting firm in Kingston, Ontario, that had already done work for the IAMG 
office on the membership data base. The previous website started by Clayton Deutsch was no 
longer supported by the Alberta design firm and was too difficult to maintain. The design of the 
new website used some of the structure of the old website. After migration of the contents, 
information was regrouped in more logical ways, eliminating duplicate or unneeded pages and 
information, and bringing in missing data and updates. At present the website works, but is still a 
work in progress. Aside from regular updates, I am still working on improvements and 
enlargements of the database.

Many people have helped in establishing the new website. I would like to specifically thank Frits 
Agterberg for getting the project going and moving along, Ricardo Olea, Eric Grunsky and Eric 
Pirard for advice and suggestions, and Roussos Dimitrakopoulos for access to data. 



The membership data base has been updated and is now functioning properly for looking up 
information on individual members. Amy Sitoski of the IAMG Office has been working with 
Dragonfly to get the earlier problems straightened out.

A new feature of the website is a “Forum” for discussion and exchange of information between 
IAMG members. It has a special section for “Council only” which can be used for priviledged 
information for Council members, and to keep a record of communications. So far, the Forum has 
not been used by the membership at large. Perhaps it is too cumbersome to access. Dan Tetzlaff 
and Vera Pawlowsky have duplicated in the Forum some of their e-mails to Council.
 
Based on Google Analytics, visits to the website have increased steadily. For the second quarter 
of 2009 total page views were 9,572 in April, 10,671 in May, and 11,103 in June. The greatest 
attraction, drawing more than a third of the visits (page views) appears to be Computer & 
Geosciences’ archive of Published Program Code. About 85% of visitors use Explorer or Firefox 
as browsers; only 3% have dial-up connections. Almost half of the visits come from three 
countries: US, Canada, and China.

Two Newsletters were prepared and published since the last report: one in December 2008 and 
one in June 2009. Due to financial constraints, the Council decided that for 2009 the Newsletter 
not be sent out as hardcopy by mail, except to those members who specifically request it. Instead, 
the Newsletter is made available as download from the IAMG website, and all members are 
notified by e-mail. This takes us back to a period from 2002 to 2004 when we first tried electronic 
distribution of the Newsletter.

The efficacy and success of this method of distribution is hard to gauge. On one hand, only two 
members, so far, have requested hard copies which Amy ran off her printer and mailed. On the 
other, judging by a slight increase in website traffic following the day that NL78 was announced 
by e-mail (June 16), I estimate that only 20 to 25 members visited the website to look at the 
Newsletter (see diagram below - based on Google Analytics statistics).

 



For longer range planning, we should discuss the purpose and applications of Newsletter vs 
Website. I would like to have some guidance from the Council for what should be included in 
one and/or the other, and in what form.

Harald S. Poelchau
IAMG Newsletter & Website Editor



IAMG Archivist’s Report.  August 27, 2009.

Twenty three boxes (miscellaneous shapes, sizes and condition) of archived material were moved from 
the Kansas Geological Survey in late 2007 to my house in Ontario. After an initial pruning stage, about 
25% of the contained material was discarded as of no further interest to IAMG.  The remaining materials 
are being reorganised and further pruned. Some of the most important papers, after reorganisation, will 
be scanned and placed either in actively accessible files on the IAMG website, or in archived files, again 
accessible from the IAMG web page, but only by those with the necessary permissions.  New plastic file 
boxes are being used to hold the retained hardcopy materials, and will be stored at the IAMG office in 
Kingston.

The website already contains a complete set of IAMG newsletters, scanned or in original digital formats. 
This is an excellent historical resource. Our website manager has also created a file of recent annual 
reports to IUGS, and minutes of annual council meetings (both those held at 4-yearly International 
Geological Congresses, as well as those occurring at IAMG annual conferences). These only go back a 
few years, and it is my intention to expand the files to include as many earlier years as possible, using 
scanned material.

Other categories of files to be placed on the website, after scanning, for public access (subject to the 
website manager’s approval) are:

1. Annual financial summary reports, organised by date

2. Reports of committees and commissions, organised by date

3. Special reports, such as that prepared for the publications committee in renewing the publishing 
contract for  Mathematical Geosciences.

4. Photographs of historical interest.

In addition, materials that fall into various other categories will be scanned and made available on the 
website with the appropriate permissions.

1. Publishing contracts, historical and present, with associated documentation as appropriate.

2. A scanned set of IAMG brochures, organised by date

3. Legal documents (other than contracts) such as the applications and materials related to the 
granting of tax exempt status of IAMG in the US.

4. Council memoranda organised by date, and grouped into 4-year spans corresponding to Council.



5. Correspondence from the files of IAMG executive members, organised by date, and selected on 
the basis of historical interest.

6. Possibly files associated with special problems, such as the voluminous material between Bob 
Shurtz and various editors and IAMG executive members.

Much of the older material from the archive can probably be discarded. For example, much of the 
archived correspondence is about membership renewals, questions about journals that never arrived 
and day to day problems that now are handled by the IAMG office and never involve the Executive. 
There is also a huge amount of financial material gathered by successive Treasurers. Apart from annual 
summaries, these are of little interest for posterity, although there is clearly a legal requirement to keep 
records for, say, 8 years (or two Councils), for tax auditing purposes. I would like some guidance on this, 
but suggest that financial materials older than 2001 could be severely pruned and the residue held in 
hardcopy state only. The various Treasurer files also include voluminous membership lists, now of 
dubious value.

I would also like some guidance from Council on how best to continue the archive with currently 
generated materials now that so much is in digital form. Do we need to continue to generate and keep 
hardcopy records? Should we now simply archive the digital forum materials periodically? Should the 
forum discussions be edited and indexed at the end of each 4-year Council, making them more 
searchable and useful for future Councils and anyone interested in historical research? Who should be 
responsible for that in the future, the Archivist or outgoing Executive?

There are a number of printed volumes, such as IAMG Conference Proceedings, MGUS directories, COGS 
publications, old Newsletters etc. What should be done with them?

Graeme Bonham-Carter

Merrickville, Ontario.



The message below is being forwarded to the IAMG Council in preparation for a motion to approve IAMG 
participation in a proposed geoscience information super-session at the IGC of 2012. It has been reformatted 
from an email message.

To:

The President, International Association of Mathematical Geologists, and
Executive Secretary, Geoscience Information Consortium

Dear Vera and Robert,

A Geoscience information super-session at the IGC 2012

A discussion session at IGC33 identified the success of the geoscience information 
sessions at the IGC in Oslo in 2008 due to a co-ordinated approach.  It was 
suggested that the three key geoscience information organisations, the IAMG, GIC 
and CGI, again co-ordinate the information sessions and symposia at the IGC34 in 
Brisbane in 2012.  The CGI Council supports this approach, and it is on their 
behalf that I write to you. The geoscience information domain is perhaps the 
fastest growing and dynamic area in the geosciences and one in which there is 
substantial worldwide interest. Many individuals and bodies in the area of 
geoscience information will no doubt be responding to the call by the IGC34 
organisers to propose sessions and symposia on the subject.

While this is very positive and good, there is a large potential problem associated 
with such an "individual" approach - unless there is some element of coordination 
these sessions may well overlap and perhaps even duplicate each other. This will 
result in confusion in the submission phases and also a less effective conference 
with competing "information-related" sessions, loss of opportunity for synergies 
and interaction and discussion and possibly also dilution of the quality. The co-
ordinated approach at the IGC in 2008 avoided most of these problems.

This issue has been brought to the attention of the Organising Committee of the 
2012 IGC and they have responded positively to the concept of a geoscience 
information super-session - a multi-session symposium on geoscience information - 
an umbrella under which could be coordinated an exciting programme of diverse 
information sessions.

I propose that such a super-session could include: standards for capture of 
information; information management and content standards; dissemination and 
delivery of information (including interoperability standards); Information 
Technology and systems research and development; intellectual property and creative 
commons; 3-D Interpretation and visualization; and regional spatial data 
initiatives. Perhaps these topics could be used as over-arching topics as a focus 
for 7 sessions, but that is just an idea and I would very much appreciate hearing 
your views on the concept of this multi-session symposium on geoscience 
information. The organisers of the IGC (to whom this email is also copied) will be 
looking for proposals for sessions/convenors very soon - so we will have to move 
fairly quickly - ie before September. During IGC33, Richard Hughes (BGS) and I 
volunteered to be part of a geoinformation coordinating committee.  Perhaps one or 
two members from IAMG and GIC would also be willing to participate on this small 
coordinating committee to feed in and agree ideas for the structure and convenors 
etc of such a super-session? Please let me know what you think of this and I would 
be very pleased to hear any other thoughts you have on the subject.

Best wishes



Bruce Simons
Commission for the Management and Application of Geoscience Information (CGI) 
Council
23 July 2009
GeoScience Victoria
EARTH RESOURCES DIVISION
Department of Primary Industries
Melbourne, Victoria
AUSTRALIA
Ph: +61-3-9658 4502
Fax: +61-3-9658 4555
Mobile: +61 429 177155
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