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International Association for Mathematical Geology 
Council Meeting 
Fiesta Americana Grand Coral Beach Hotel, Cancun, Mexico 
8 p.m., 12 September 2001 
 
Attendees 
Graeme Bonham-Carter, President;  Fritz Agterberg, Vice President;  Carol Gotway Crawford, 
Secretary General;  Geoff Bohling, Treasurer;  Ricardo Olea, Past President;  Margaret 
Armstrong, Councilor;  Tom Jones, Councilor;  Roy Kouda, Councilor;  Maria Teresa 
Shafmeister, Councilor;  Mike Hohn, Publications Committee Chair;  Ed Sharp, Editor, 
Mathematical Geology;  Joanne DeGraffenreid, IAMG Monographs Editor;  Harald Poelchau, 
Newsletter Editor;  Eric Grunsky, Webmaster;  Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn, Awards Committee 
Chair:  Heinz Burger, IAMG 2002 Organizer;  John Davis, IAMG 2001 Technical Advisor;  Jan 
Harff, Past Chair, Membership Committee.       
 
President Bonham-Carter opened the meeting by expressing thanks to IAMG 2001 organizers for 
a good conference. 
 
He read an e-mail from Dr. Dech (St. Petersburg, Russia: producing special issue of 
Mathematical Geology) sending condolences for those lost in 11 September terrorist attacks in 
New York and Arlington.  All attendees appreciated his letter and shared his sentiment. 
 
President Bonham-Carter stated that most of meeting will be devoted to committee reports 
reviewing activities of past year.  IAMG formed many committees: 
 -- After Berlin meeting in 2002, Heinz Berger will succeed Vera Pavlovsky-Glahn as chair of 

the awards committee. 
 -- Mike Hohn is chair of publications committee. 
 -- Tim Coburn is chair of student grants committee. 
IAMG is close to having a distinguished lecturer committee but has had trouble finding chair.  
Several have demurred, saying they are too busy for this time consuming position.  Alex 
Desbarats finally agreed to chair, but the committee still needs a representative from Latin 
America. 
 
Council had previously resolved the site of 2003 conference, which will be Portsmouth, England.  
John Cubit (IAMG 2003 organizer) hopes to have a web site (for the 2003 conference) up soon.   
Publications Committee Chair Hohn stated that he has encouraged Angela DiBlasi of Mendoza, 
Argentina to resubmit their application to host a future conference in Argentina.  Councilor 
Armstrong suggested the need for revised cost estimates when planning conferences:  $20-40 for 
a hotel is unrealistic. 
 
Antonella Buccianti, IAMG Councilor for the 2004 International Geological Congress in 
Florence, needs titles for IAMG symposia by 29 September.  She already has five proposals 
(which President Bonham-Carter read).  Publications Committee Chair Hohn noted that IAMG 
has had as many as twelve symposia before.  Councilor Armstrong noted the absence of 
geostatistical topics and Publications Committee Chair Hohn was concerned that the 
International Geostatistical Congress is to be held close to the same time, making it difficult to 
get good geostatistical talks for the Florence symposia. 
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Vice President’s Report (copy distributed to attendees) 
 
Vice President Agterberg reported that IAMG sponsored a session at the 23 August 2001 ISI 
meeting in Seoul, South Korea (speakers and topics are provided in the report).  IAMG will also 
sponsor a session at the next ISI meeting in Germany in 2003.  It may be possible to make the 
IAMG 2003 conference a satellite of the ISI meeting.  IAMG will also organize an invited paper 
session at August 2002 Joint Statistical Meetings in New York. 
 
Editor Poelchau suggested that IAMG members should get a break on the price of attending the 
JSM.  Secretary Gotway Crawford noted that since IAMG provides no money to JSM, attendees 
are not offered a discount. 
 
Councilor Jones wondered if we should persist in our relationship with ISI since attendance has 
been low at IAMG’s sessions at ISI meetings.  Vice President Agterberg noted that the ISI holds 
ten sessions simultaneously and the IAMG session drew only 1% of the attendees.  He suggested 
that we should either make the topic of our session more general or hold a special joint session.  
Perhaps it will help to make the Portsmouth IAMG meeting a satellite of the ISI.  Secretary 
Gotway Crawford noted that ISI meetings tend to be very theoretical, so perhaps IAMG sessions 
should be less applied. She also suggested that IAMG could perhaps co-sponsor a session with 
another organization in the same situation (e.g., Environmetrics).  Awards Committee Chair 
Pawlowsky-Glahn suggested staging a short course or a workshop that could me more 
theoretical.  The consensus of the Council was to keep this relationship alive. 
 
Secretary General’s Report (copy distributed to attendees) 
 
Secretary Gotway Crawford reported on IAMG’s affiliation with the International Union of 
Geological Sciences (IUGS), to which we must submit a report every November.  IUGS can be a 
source of funds.  We normally ask for $5,000 to support travel by participants from under-
developed countries.  This request was denied in May, but this is not unusual. 
 
This year there seemed to be a new source of funds from the International Council for Science 
(ICSU).  Through IUGS, IAMG requested $11,000 from ICSU for the same purpose.  The 
Council should decide on how to make future requests so that chances for success are enhanced.  
Richard Sinding-Larsen has provided advice in this regard.  Secretary Gotway Crawford 
recommended a committee of 3 (including Sinding-Larsen) investigate.  Councilor Armstrong 
suggested that these funds could be used to fund lectures at a young scientists’ meetings and 
President Bonham-Carter suggested such funds could also be used for interaction with young 
scientists, travel, or student grants. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (copy distributed to attendees) 
 
Treasurer Bohling expressed his thanks to Past Treasurer Dan Tetzlaff for a good transition and 
also to Gwen Bohling for her help during the transition.   
 
He noted that he found it difficult to change IAMG’s address with banks and recommended 
IAMG find a fixed business address. Councilor Jones noted that the by-laws indicate the 
Secretary General’s address is the organization’s home address. Editor Sharp suggested that we 
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might be able to find an organization to manage these affairs for IAMG.  President Bonham-
Carter noted that several people have suggested the idea of a business manager because of the 
difficulty of the treasurer’s job.  Treasurer Bohling noted that the job should get easier after the 
transition, but we need a database of procedures (for each officer).  Editor Poelchau suggested 
the use a P.O. box with a forwarding service.  President Bonham-Carter noted that IAMG is also 
affiliated with AAPG, which pays a secretary $15,000 per year for two days’ work per week.  
Dan Tetzlaff also had hired help, as we voted at the Barcelona council meeting to provide 
$10,000 for a treasurer’s assistant.  Editor Sharp asked if we could we share the office assistant 
with the AAPG.  Councilor Armstrong noted that unless the treasurer gets help, we’ll have 
trouble finding people who want the job. President Bonham-Carter concluded that this should be 
an action issue for the Council to discuss. 
 
Treasurer Bohling also reported that at the beginning of August, he transferred $10,000 from the 
BoA account because IAMG was not receiving royalties from Computers & Geosciences.  This 
transfer was considered a loan.  Processing of membership is going well. 
 
Past President Olea had two comments on financial statements.  First, IAMG receives some 
money for specific purposes, such as that from the Chayes Fund and the Mathematical 
Geologists of the U.S.  We should invest those monies separately, or at least account for them 
separately as Past Treasurer Tetzlaff did.  Past President Olea noted that the value of the Chayes’ 
prize can be changed in the award guidelines and it should float with the value of the invested 
funds.  Also IAMG had decided to the pay travel expenses of the Chayes prize winner from 
Chayes funds.  Past President Olea’s second suggestion (regarding treasurer’s report), was to 
itemize expenses in more detail.  Reporting a $34,000 expense for meetings is aggregated too 
much.  Treasurer Bohling noted that he would make the changes. 
 
A motion to send a certificate of appreciation to Gwen Bohling was approved by all voting, with 
Geoff Bohling abstaining. 
 
Awards Committee Report 
 
Awards Committee Chair Pawlowsky-Glahn noted that members of the awards committee will 
be rotated in accordance with the by-laws.  She acknowledged the help of Heinz Burger and John 
Harbaugh. 
 
Awards are given in alternate years, and this procedure is working well except for the continuing 
problem of a lack of nominees.  For the nominations that are received, the awards committee 
needs letters of support beyond simple “I know this person” statements.  This year, even with the 
extended deadline, IAMG had only four nominees for the Chayes prize and two for the Vistelius 
award.  
 
President Bonham-Carter asked for ideas to stimulate the nomination process.  Past President 
Olea suggested each Council member should make a nomination. Councilor Jones noted that 
there is some reluctance to nominate because some nominees do not want to go through the 
process unless they are likely to win. Councilor Armstrong stressed that the nominee should 
know of the nomination.  Otherwise, there is a risk of embarrassment as with the Matheron-
Krumbein incident.  Secretary Gotway Crawford suggested that we make the awards 
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presentation part of a general assembly or a separate ceremony, since we had low attendance at 
some of the awards presentations at this conference.  2001 Technical Advisor Davis noted that it 
is dangerous to impose too many conditions on the conference organizers, such as requiring a 
separate awards session, but Publications Chair Hohn disagreed.  He suggested that the Council 
should have a liaison with the organizing committee to indicate what the council wants in the 
way of an awards banquet.  At the Eastern meetings, there is a regularized procedure for the 
awards.  2001 Technical Advisor Davis argued that if the council imposes format conditions on 
the organizing committee, it will discourage people from volunteering to organize a conference.  
Besides, the variety of locations at which the IAMG conferences are held creates a different 
circumstance from the Eastern meetings, which are held in the same place and fit the same 
format over and over.  He also suggested if we are having trouble getting nominees for the 
awards, perhaps we should let the awards languish for a while. 
 
Student Grants Committee Report (copy distributed to attendees) 
 
President Bonham-Carter noted that the intent is to award grants each spring.  Past President 
Olea wondered if it would be more efficient to contact professors than to contact each student.  
Perhaps a clarification to this report needs to be made.   
 
Publications Committee Report (copy distributed to attendees) 
 
Editor Merriam has improved the flow of papers to the publishers.  The Energy Minerals division 
of AAPG is not providing many papers or members.  We did have a problem with delivery of 
publications earlier this year. 
 
The contract with Kluwer Publishing expires at the end of 2001.  Publications Committee Chair 
Hohn reported that IAMG negotiated a one-year extension for $2 more per member.  The 
Publications Committee met last Sunday evening  (9 Sept) and decided to negotiate with five 
publishers. 
 
The number of articles submitted to Computers & Geology appears steady; about 60% are 
accepted.  An article normally appears in publication about one year after submission. 
 
Editor DeGraffenreid reported the need for a more structured process for monographs. 
Publications Committee Chair Hohn noted that the Oxford University Press editor who handled 
IAMG monographs has retired.  Secretary Gotway Crawford wondered if we could advertise in 
advance the titles of the monographs that are forthcoming.  Editor DeGraffenreid was concerned 
that the monograph may not appear by the date we advertise.   
 
Publications Committee Chair Hohn stated that the committee is looking for regional editors. 
 
Councilor Armstrong asked if we access back numbers of Computer & Geology in electronic 
format.  President Bonham-Carter replied in the affirmative, if one has access to Science Direct.  
Publications Committee Chair Hohn offered to talk to Kluwer about making Mathematical 
Geology available on the web also.   
 
Editor DeGraffenreid noted that both assistant editors (of the monograph series) are present.   
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Heinz Burger noted the problem of lack of submissions.  Councilor Jones suggested that we 
could solicit input through the newsletter, enumerating the benefits of publishing in the 
monograph series.  Editor DeGraffenreid thought that the primary benefit might be the discount 
that Oxford Univ. Press gives to authors.  The advertising (from Oxford Univ. Press) says 
nothing about this book being part of the IAMG monograph series.  Publications Chair Hohn 
suggested that the monograph series books be advertised in the newsletter. 
 
Publications Committee Chair Hohn noted that while he was Editor-in-Chief, he received 
invaluable assistance from Judy Sparks, the secretary.  The Council voted unanimously in favor 
of sending a certificate of appreciation to Judy Sparks. 
 
Awards Committee Chair Pawlowsky-Glahn asked how to get Mathematical Geology listed in 
Mathematical Review.  Some issues are listed, while others are not.  IAMG 2002 Organizer 
Burger answered that, at least for German reviews, one person is responsible for surveying the 
literature for articles on a specific topic.  If no article fits that category, the publication does not 
appear.  He offered to find out the person responsible for such surveys in Germany.  Editor Sharp 
offered to look into the possibility of sending Mathematical Geology to Mathematical Review.  
President Bonham-Carter suggested that Publications Committee Chair Hohn lead this effort 
including Ed Sharp and Heinz Burger. 
 
Past President Olea asked about the likelihood that Plenum (publishers) will continue to publish 
NRR.  President Bonham-Carter noted that originally, Plenum said they would give it 3-5 years.  
We are now in year 3.  Past President Olea noted that we have only 100 subscriptions to NRR.  
We need 300 library subscriptions in order to get royalties.  President Bonham-Carter suggested 
that our only hope is to bundle NRR with Mathematical Geology in electronic format. 
 
Webmaster Report (copy distributed to attendees) 
 
Webmaster Grunsky reported that we have had an increasing number of hits on our web site.  
Because the site is hosted on multiple computers, we do not always get consistent data about hits 
and downloads.  These account for the gaps on the graph he distributed.  He noted that 
maintenance and security of the site are continuing problems.  President Bonham-Carter noted 
that Natural Resources Canada hosts the IAMG web site for free, but this also confounds the 
liaison when changes are necessary.   
 
Treasurer Bohling suggested that the option of not being listed on the web site should be more 
prominent on the membership form. 
 
Webmaster Grunsky noted that he is still planning a listserv.  Editor Sharp suggested that 
perhaps we could use JISC, which operates a bulletin board for academic purposes.  President 
Bonham-Carter noted that John Whalley offered to run a bulletin board for Computers & 
Geology, but also noted that we do not want to launch something that fizzles. 
 
Webmaster Grunsky reported that the silver CDs have been distributed.  We will try to sell them 
first, then put the content on the web site.  He also asked for more input on managing the site.   
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Councilor Kouda suggested having a site in Asia. This could speed access and reduce the costs 
for Asian (IAMG) members. 
 
Newsletter Report (copy distributed to attendees) 
 
Newsletter Editor Poelchau suggested that we should offer members the option of receiving 
electronic or printed versions of the newsletter.  President Bonham-Carter proposed making 
electronic receipt the default.  Newsletter Editor Poelchau noted that Portable Document Format 
(pdf) will be the default for electronic copies.  Webmaster Grunsky offered to include the Adobe 
Acrobat download link on the web site to insure members can receive pdf files. 
 
2002 Organizing Committee Report 
 
IAMG 2002 Organizer Burger reported that the Web site for the 2002 conference in Berlin 
should be up soon.  The conference will be held at Free University.  There will be two invited 
papers on teaching through the internet.  There will be as many as four parallel tracks, and there 
are already 22 sessions and 5-6 workshops planned.  German groups will subsidize participation 
by Eastern European attendees.  He asked that we please advertise the meeting to our 
professional contacts. 
 
Newsletter Editor Poelchau was concerned that posters are not given much consideration at most 
conferences.  IAMG 2002 Organizer Burger plans a 5-minute presentation for each poster, and 
the posters will be compiled into a printed abstract volume, while the papers will be put on a CD. 
 
Councilor Jones stated that he prefers printed volumes of the papers, since he often scans the 
papers to decide which sessions to attend, even if this would mean an extra cost. 
 
Councilor Armstrong recalled a 1990 fisheries conference where a ringmaster of sorts would 
give an overview of the posters as you entered the poster display area.  Treasurer Bohling 
suggested that serving refreshments at the poster sessions would be an added incentive to attend.  
2001 Technical Advisor Davis thought this might be expensive and that such monies would be 
better spent keeping registration fees as inexpensive as possible to encourage attendance by 
people from the Third World as was done for the 2001 conference. 
 
President Bonham-Carter asked Organizer Burger to consider this discussion as he continues to 
plan next year’s conference. 
 
New Business 
 
Retired member category (report distributed to attendees) 
 
Councilor Jones again proposed the idea of a category for retired members, who could retain 
their membership for a minimal cost without receiving the journal.  This was proposed at the 
Ischia Conference (1998) but not followed through.  He premised his proposal on the condition 
that there be no added bureaucracy to implement it.  Retired members would continue to receive 
the newsletter and retain voting privileges.  Councilor Armstrong thought a retired member fee 
of $5 would cost more than $5 to process. 
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Treasurer Bohling noted that IAMG essentially has no dues.  All membership fees go to the 
publishers and credit card processors.  A retired member program could be an ironic source of 
profit.  IAMG 2001 Technical Advisor Davis reviewed the past membership structure, noting 
that when membership was tied to journal subscription, IAMG began to grow. 
 
Councilor Jones noted that this would require a change to the by-laws and proposed the 
formation of a committee to investigate the potential for this new category.  President Bonham-
Carter agreed to pursue this. 
 
Membership committee 
 
President Bonham-Carter stated that he would like to have objectives for the membership 
committee.  It needs more focus. 
 
Membership Committee Past Chair Harff stated that he had spent eight years on the membership 
committee.  He tried to get a membership coordinator for each country with more than four 
members, but this didn’t work.  So, he developed an emergency action plan with managers for 
regions, such as Asia.  This led to a membership increase of 10% per year.  He recommended: 
 -- Designating representatives for clusters of nations (e.g., Eastern Europe, Southeast Asia) 
 -- Focusing on scientific youth, perhaps a separate representative for this category 
 -- Forming alliances with other organizations 
 -- Offering a home to people who have no organization, such as database modelers. 
 
President Bonham-Carter noted that the problem is implementation of the action plan.  
Membership Committee Past Chair Harff suggested that we first find members willing to serve. 
 
President Bonham-Carter emphasized that the Council should pursue this issue. 
 
Upcoming Russian conference (report distributed to attendees) 
 
Jan Harff announced an upcoming conference (21-27 April 2002) that will be based in 
Kaliningrad (Russia) with meetings at several cities around the Baltic Sea.  He proposed that 
IAMG serve as a co-organizer and financial supporter.  One feature of the conference would be a 
one-day trip aboard a Russian oceanographic research vessel, which would cost $6,000. 
 
President Bonham-Cater asked for an e-mail with a formal request and the relevant Russian 
documents attached.  Newsletter Editor Poelchau asked for the same information for the 
Newsletter. 
 
Commercial aspects of IAMG 2001 
 
Councilor Jones objected to ESRI’s commercial presence, especially during the Monday 
sessions.  He suggested that perhaps we should incorporate some statements about commercial 
representation into the guidelines for the organizing committees.  Webmaster Grunsky thought 
that sponsored receptions were common at such meetings.  Secretary Gotway Crawford 
emphasized a distinction where commercial firms often sponsor receptions or booths or meals, 
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but they do have their representatives speak at plenary sessions or stage events that compete or 
interfere with scheduled sessions. 
 
Councilor Jones suggested this issue should be discussed by the Council members.  President 
Bonham-Carter noted that due to the time, this issue would be discussed later.  
 
Council meeting adjourned at approximately 11:00 p.m.    
 
 
 
Documents Attached: 
 
Vice President’s Report 
Secretary General’s Report 
Treasurer’s Report 
Student Grants Committee Report 
Publications Committee Report 
 - Natural Resources Research 
 - Mathematical Geology 
 - Computers & Geosciences 
 - IAMG Studies in Mathematical Geology 
Webmaster’s Report 
Newsletter Editor’s Report 
Proposal on Retired Membership Status 
Awards Committee Report



IAMG Council meeting minutes  September 2001 

  

Vice President’s Report 
IAMG 2001 – Cancún, September 2001 
Frits Agterberg 
 
 
The duties of the IAMG Vice President include maintaining and promoting contacts with 
statistical societies, especially the International Statistical Institute (ISI) and the American 
Statistical Association (ASA). 
 
During the 53rd Session of the ISI in Seoul, Korea, an Invited Paper Meeting  (IPM 79) was held 
on August 23, 2001 on the topic “Extreme Value Distributions in Geology (International 
Association for Mathematical Geology).”  The program consisted of: 
 
0. Introduction (Frits Agterberg, Canada) 
1. Scaling Stratigraphic Events Using Extreme Occurrences (Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn, Spain; 

co-authored by Juan-José Ecozcue) 
2. Geo-Anomaly: The Extreme Value in Geology and Its Application in Quantitative 

Assessment of Mineral Resources (Zhao Pengda, China; co-authored by Chen Yongqing) 
3. Decomposition of Geochemical Map Patterns Using Scaling Properties to Separate 

Anomalies from Background (Qiuming Cheng, Canada). 
 
Twenty-one scientists attended the meeting. This represented approximately 1% of the total 
number of the Seoul ISI participants. The Invited Papers (1-3) have been published in the 
Bulletin of the International Statistical Institute, Tome LIX, Book 2, pp.471-484.  Prof. Jef 
Teugels (Belgium) was Invited Discussant. Comments by Invited Discussants will be published 
in the ISI Bulletin in the near future.  
 
The IAMG has been invited to organize, as a Guest Society, an invited paper meeting at the 54th 
Session of the ISI to be held in Berlin, Germany, August 13-20, 2003. On the Preliminary List of 
Invited Paper Meetings drafted during the Seoul ISI Session, this proposed joint meeting is 
entitled: IPM 77 “Recent Statistical Advances in Geological and Environmental Applications”. 
 
According to our Statutes, the IAMG shall be affiliated with the ISI as well as with two other 
large organizations (IUGS and AAPG). Suggestions to the IAMG by ISI Members in Seoul 
included: (a) to make IAMG 2003 to be held in Portsmouth, U.K. (shortly after the Berlin ISI), a 
Satellite Meeting of the Berlin ISI, and (b) to organize a Short Course or Workshop immediately 
before the Berlin ISI Session. The benefit of one or both of these actions would be to increase 
our degree of co-operation with professional statisticians.  
 
During May 2001, the IAMG was invited to participate in a competition for an Invited Paper 
Session during the Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) to be held in New York City, August 11-15, 
2002. Recently, the ASA organizers of JSM 2002 have accepted our proposal to hold an IAMG 
sponsored Invited Paper Session on the topic "Recent Developments in Geostatistics."  Carol 
Gotway Crawford will chair this event. The Invited Speakers and tentative topics are: 
 
1. André G. Journel, Professor of Earth Sciences, Stanford University, California: "Multiple-

point Geostatistics - A New Challenge" 
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2. George Christakos, Professor & Director, Center for the Advanced Study of 
the Environment, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill: "Developments in 
Spatiotemporal Geostatistics" 

3. Timothy C. Haas, Associate Professor, School of Business, University of 
Wisconsin - Milwaukee: "Nonlinear Geostatistics via Monte Carlo Methods on a JavaSpaces 
Distributed Computer" 

4. Noel Cressie, Professor, Department of Statistics, The Ohio State 
University, Columbus, Ohio: "New Directions of Geostatistics". 
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IAMG Secretary General's Report 
IAMG 2001 Cancun 

Prepared August 20, 2001 
Carol A. Gotway Crawford 

 
In November 2000, I submitted an annual report of IAMG's activities to the International Union 
of Geological Sciences (IUGS).  The IUGS is one of the world's largest non-governmental 
organizations.  IAMG is one of many organizations affiliated with the IUGS. As an affiliated 
organization, IAMG was asked to prepare an annual report.  
 
As part of this annual report, IAMG requested a grant of $5,000 U.S. for travel expenses of five 
participants from the Soviet Union or under-developed countries to attend IAMG 2001, Cancun.  
In May 2001, I received a letter from IUGS thanking IAMG for its annual report and denying our 
grant request.  
 
At the time I was preparing the annual report to IUCS, I received information from IUGS about a 
grant program through the ICSU (International Council for Science).  The goal of this grant 
program is to promote international scientific and technological activities that contribute to the 
benefit and well being of society.  There is potentially a large amount of money available from 
this grant program.  Grant applications cannot be submitted to ICSU directly, but must be 
submitted by a member of the ICSU family, in this case through IUGS.  The information about 
this grant program came to us rather late and the application forms were confusing.  
Nevertheless, in consultation with IAMG's officers and Past President, I did submit a proposal to 
ICSU through IUGS asking for $11,000 to sponsor scientists from developing and economically 
disadvantaged countries to attend IAMG’s 2002 annual meeting in Berlin, Germany. I have not 
heard anything regarding the status of this proposal.  
 
IAMG may want to think more about the nature of future grant proposals to ICSU.  These 
proposals could be used to request funding for scientists from third world countries to attend 
IAMG meetings, for our Distinguished Lecture Series, or perhaps for our student grants program.  
IAMG President Bonham-Carter might want to consider appointing a small committee to look 
more carefully into the grant application process and solicit ideas from the Council for funding 
requests.   
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Geoff Bohling 
Sept. 4, 2001 

 
 

Treasurer’s report, IAMG 2001 
 
First of all, I must acknowledge the generous help of my wife, Gwen Bohling, who has done a 
great deal of the “treasuring” work this summer.  She has spent a lot of time communicating with 
people at banks and investment companies, getting the association’s investments transferred 
from Dan Tetzlaff’s care to mine, and she also took the lead in dealing with the accounting firm 
that has reviewed the IAMG’s financial statements for 2000 and prepared our 2000 tax forms. 
 
The firm of Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb, & Wilson in Lawrence, KS, has just completed a 
review of the IAMG’s financial statements for 2000 and have completed the year 2000 tax 
forms.  (The forms were due in May, but we have filed extensions.)  LSWW’s report is attached. 
 
The IAMG’s investments have held in funds and accounts managed by SalomonSmithBarney, 
the Banc of America, and the Bank of New York.  As of August 2001, our Bank of New York 
funds (GNMA funds) were worth a total of $5524.82, and were really more hassle than they 
were worth.  With much perseverance on Gwen’s part, we have finally managed to liquidate 
these funds, depositing the money in the IAMG checking account at Firstar Bank in Lawrence. 
 
As of the end of July, the total value of the funds managed by SalomonSmithBarney was 
$99,465.00 and the total value of the Banc of America funds was $469,101.60.  Copies of the 
latest statements from both of these firms are included.  We are attempting to get the funds 
managed by the Banc of America (in Houston) transferred to the care of Firstar Bank here in 
Lawrence, but still have not completed that process. 
 
At the beginning of August I transferred $10,000 from Banc of America money market funds to 
the association’s checking account.  The balance in the checking account was running low, 
primarily because we had not yet received our royalties from Elsevier for year 2000 non-member 
subscriptions to Computers & Geosciences – the association’s single largest source of income.  I 
have just recently contacted Karel Nederveen at Elsevier about this and should soon be receiving 
the royalty check ($42,695.78 for 394 institutional subscriptions).  In January we received 
$14,541.03 in royalties from Kluwer/Plenum for 287 non-member subscriptions to Mathematical 
Geology. 
 
I have just completed processing the eighth batch of 2001 membership applications and the 
number of current members now stands at 555.  At the end of 2000 we had 583 members and we 
had 565 members as of last year’s “batch 8”, which I assume was also submitted around the end 
of August.  Currently, the number of member subscriptions to each journal is 423 for 
Mathematical Geology, 283 for Computers & Geosciences, and 88 for Natural Resources 
Research.  For comparison, there were 434 member subscriptions to MG, 296 to C&G, and 95 to 
NRR at the end of 2000. 
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Report 
Student Grants Committee 

2001 IAMG Annual Meeting, Cancun 
 

The new Student Grants Committee began its work in earnest in August of this year, with the 
formal appointment of the committee members.  The committee consists of: 
 
 Tim Coburn, Abilene Christian University, USA (Chair) 
 Fred Delay, University of Poitiers, France 
 Peter Atkinson, Southampton University, United Kingdom 
 Clayton Deutsch, University of Alberta, Canada 
 John Butler, University of Houston, USA 
 Graeme Bonham-Carter, Natural Resources Canada, Canada (ex officio) 
 
The committee is in the process of reviewing, and becoming familiar with, the guidelines for 
student grants (and approved by Council on July 21, 2000) currently published on the IAMG 
web site.  Several questions have arisen which have been forwarded to Council for clarification. 
 
The committee is also in the process of compiling a master of list of individuals to whom 
notification of availability of the grants can be sent.  An email campaign is planned for Fall 2001 
to solicit proposals.  Other recruitment activities may also be initiated.   
 
The committee intends to begin reviewing proposals late in 2001, in hopes of making an initial 
award early in 2002. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Timothy C. Coburn 
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Publications Committee Report 
September 2001 

 
Natural Resources Research 
 
Thirty-four papers were submitted in 2000 and four issues of NRR (volume 9) were published 
with 2 special issues; twenty-four papers were published; 3 editorials; and 1 book review.  At the 
start of 2001 only 2 papers were carried over.  As of August 2001 another 30 papers had been 
submitted; 4 have been accepted to be published in volume 10; 7 have been accepted and are 
being revised; 11 are being processed; and 1 has been rejected.  Mike Hohn has forwarded 3 
manuscripts deemed better for NRR than JMG and Graeme Bonham-Carter has forwarded 3 
submitted to C&G for consideration in NRR.  In each of these situations the authors agreed to 
the change. 
 
The two special issues were NRR 9-2, an issue on water which contained 6 papers; and 9_4 was 
a selection of papers from the 14th International Conference on Applied Geologic Remote 
Sensing with Doug Peters, Deputy Editor, as the guest editor.  This issue was sponsored by 
AAPG/EMD.  Authors of the papers in volume 9 were from Australia, Azerbaijan, Brazil, 
Canada, China, France, Greece, India, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, Russia, 
Tunisia, UK, and the USA.  The subjects ranged from gas hydrates to oil and gas; base metals to 
water; and land management to risk assessment; case studies and new techniques were presented; 
and everything between remote sensing and basin analysis were subjects. 
 
The flow of papers is improving and promises to be better in 2001.  Reviewers are a problem as 
with any journal.  They are busy and it in inconvenient for them to stop their research for a 
review.  There are several outstanding reviewers for NRR, and they should noted here for special 
thanks for doing more than their share; they include: Frits Agterberg, Earl Bardsley, Larry Drew, 
Andrea Förster, Jack Schuenemeyer, Don Singer, and Marios Sophocleous.  I am having trouble 
getting book reviews and a new book review editor is needed.  Bill Szymansky, a holdover from 
the old Nonrenewable Resources, has a new position and is finding it difficult to commission 
reviews. 
 
We are getting closer to appearing on schedule.  NRR 10-1 and 10-2 (2001) are published; 10-3 
is at press; and 10-4 is being collated and should go to press in September.  I then will start 
processing manuscripts for volume 11 in 2002.  We are not getting much support from 
AAPG/EMD and I do not know why.  Maybe the subject matter is to close to the AAPG Bulletin 
to be of interest to them.  Doug Peters is trying valiantly to solicit papers from the members and 
get them to subscribe to the journal. Subscriptions remain a serious problem and every effort 
should be made to increase the circulation. 
 
I am considering changing some of the editorial board to get more participation and involvement.  
If each editor just solicited one publishable paper/year, we would have a going concern! 
 

Dan Merriam, 
Editor-in-Chief, NRR 
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Mathematical Geology  
 
Publication was on time until the first half of 2001, when problems experienced by the publisher 
delayed delivery of the first four issues of the year; the problems appear to have been solved by 
the time issue number five was mailed.  As in previous years, time from acceptance of a paper to 
time of publication is about one year.  Attempts have been made in the past year to reduce this 
time somewhat by asking authors to shorten papers.   
 
The number of papers to be published in 2001 is down a little from previous years: 
 
 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 

Papers 52 46 47 44 

Book Reviews 
 2 8 9 6 

Letters to 
Editor 4 1 3 2 

Assoc. 
Announcements 1 6 1 3 

Notes    1 

Teacher’s Aides    3 
 
The past year has seen a revival of the Teacher’s Aides.  In addition, a special issue in honor of 
S.V.L.N.  Rao was published early in 2001. 
 
This year has seen the completion of four years as editor-in-chief by Michael Hohn.  At midyear, 
active files were transferred to W.  Edwin Sharp, editor-in-chief starting with the first issue of 
2002. 
 
Submissions during 2000 totaled 86, out of which 59 were accepted, for an acceptance rate of 
51%.  Submissions during 2001 appear to be down sharply from previous years, but it might be 
too early to tell. 
 
The current contract with Plenum/Kluwer expires at the end of 2001 (not 2000 as reported in the 
minutes of the 2000 general Assembly).  The publisher has agreed to extend the contract for a 
year with a modest increase in cost of the journal to IAMG members.  Meanwhile, we will 
negotiate a new contract.  Salient issues for negotiation are cost to members and royalties for 
printed and internet versions. 
 

Michael E.  Hohn, 
Deputy Editor, Mathematical Geology 
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Computers & Geosciences  
 
Volume 27 (2001) has appeared in a timely fashion throughout the year. Ten issues, 1261 pages, 
112 papers (of which 21 were Short Notes), 11 reviews, 10 Anon columns, 1 letter to the editor, 
and 60 papers with associated code on the IAMG server. Issues 9 and 10 have both gone to press 
at the time of writing. 
 
There were 4 special issues in volume 27: 
Number 4. Three-dimensional reconstruction, modelling and visualization of geological 
materials 
Guest Editors: R. Marschallinger and S.E. Johnson 
Number 6. Numerical Models of Marine Sediment Transport and Deposition 
Guest Editor: J.P.M. Syvitski 
Number 8. GeoComputation 99 
Guest Editors: Judi Ehlen, Russell S. Harmon 
Number 9. Geological applications of digital imaging 
Guest editors: D. Jongmans, E. Pirard 
 
The policy of having free colour figures if the author supplied colour separations has, 
unfortunately, been discontinued by Elsevier. Colour figures are now subject to page charges. 
 
The number of papers submitted in 2000 was 185, and this has remained stable at about the same 
number for a few years. The acceptance rate is therefore about 112/185=61%. This figure is 
approximate because special issue papers have been filtered by guest editors before submission. 
 
Issue 10 contains a CD in a back pocket with all the code ever published by C&G and an 
accompanying searchable database. This is output of the “Silver CD Project”, a millennium 
contribution sponsored and paid for jointly by IAMG and Elsevier. 
 
There are currently about a year’s worth of papers either in production or at an advanced stage of 
review and revision. 
 

Graeme Bonham-Carter, Editor-in-Chief, 
Computers & Geosciences 
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IAMG Studies in Mathematical Geology —  Jo Anne DeGraffenreid (USA), Editor; Associate 
Editors: Thomas A. Jones (USA) and Heinz Burger (FRG) 
 
The publication of the first "Studies in Mathematical Geology" (SMG) monograph to appear 
under the current editorship was accomplished with a good deal of effort and some acrimony, 
which evidently continued between the author and publishing editor--with no involvement of the 
IAMG--even after the volume appeared. As reported last year at the IAMG General Assembly 
(IAMG 2000/IGC, Rio de Janeiro), camera-ready copy for SMG No. 6, MODERN 
SPATIOTEMPORAL GEOSTATISTICS by George Christakos, was sent to Oxford University 
Press on 3 April 2000. From that point, the publication process went forward with an 
extraordinary lack of speed. The 312-page volume did not appear in print until the end of 
October 2000, a delay that the author found inexcusable and that was particularly unfortunate 
because the late date precluded the book's adoption by university professors during the fall 
semester, as Prof. Christakos had hoped. 
 
I was not consulted about the cover design for the book, but presume it must be a "new look" for 
the new millennium. SMG No. 6 is brown rather than black, as have been previous numbers in 
the series, and the title, logo, etc. are copper-colored rather than gold. As of 15 August 2001, 
Oxford had sold 587 copies of SMG No. 6, which is priced at $60/copy. IAMG members may 
purchase the book for $42.00, the Association's usual 30% discount. I note that SMG No. 6 is 
shown as "out of stock" on Oxford's website: http://www.oup-usa.org/isbn/0195138953.html 
(last updated 31 July 2001). 
 
I received word in May 2001 from Joyce Berry, Executive Editor for Earth Sciences at Oxford, 
with whom the IAMG has dealt since the inception of the SMG series, that she was retiring as of 
June 1, 2001. Her successor as acquiring editor for the IAMG series is Oxford Science Editor 
Susan Lee. Hoping to prevent the misunderstandings and unpleasantness that seemed to plague 
production of SMG No. 6, I have written to Susan about devising a more structured protocol for 
submission and handling of IAMG monographs. 
 
The manuscript described in last year's report as undergoing review has had extensive 
consideration given to technical content, but needs more attention in terms of style and grammar 
before it's submitted to Oxford.  I believe the topic will be of considerable interest to the 
publisher, and anticipate that there will be no problem with acceptance of the manuscript as 
SMG No. 7. I plan to send material to Ms. Lee in the next month or so, hoping that she and I will 
have in place a smoother plan of action for getting monographs through the publication process, 
and presuming that difficulties faced at present by IAMG members at the Kansas Geological 
Survey in terms of administrative support are resolved favorably. 
 

Jo Anne DeGraffenreid, Editor 
IAMG Studies in Mathematical Geology 
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Newsletter Editor Report 
IAMG2001 – Cancun 
 
The IAMG Newsletter continues to be published at the rate of two issues a year. The most recent 
issues were #61 in December 2000 and #62 in June 2001.  Both ran 16 pages.  NL 61 cost  $1120 
and was sent to 558 members, NL 62 cost $2122 mailed to 646.  NL62 was more expensive 
because of large increases in postage, now representing more than half the cost of the Newsletter. 
 
Since I moved to Kansas from Germany we had to revamp the printing and distribution system. 
The best deal we could find was to let the Printing Services of the University of Kansas handle 
everything:  from the Pagemaker or PDF file that I provide they do the printing, stapling and 
folding, addressing (using the data base provided by Geoff Bohling, the IAMG treasurer), mail 
preparation and mailing.  Overall, we are pleased with the service, although there have been 
some glitches with some members apparently not receiving the Newsletter. Of 19 people 
responding to a (non-representative) survey four claimed to not have received the Newsletter and 
2 weren’t sure. Five of these responded from Europe or southern continents. 
 
Steve Henley brought up an idea I had mentioned in an earlier Newsletter: why not start internet 
distribution of the Newsletter instead of relying on snail mail?  Perhaps the time has come to try 
something like the AAPG Bull model. Let members state their preference of hardcopy vs. 
internet, and notify the latter by e-mail once the latest Newsletter has been uploaded to the 
IAMG web site.  They can then either read the Newsletter on the web site or download the PDF 
file for printing.  Opinions regarding this change would be appreciated. 
 
 
Harald S. Poelchau 
IAMG Newsletter Editor 
9/4/01  
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RETIRED STATUS FOR IAMG MEMBERS 
 
In 1997-98, while IAMG Secretary-General, I received several communications from members 
asking about the possibility of there being a membership category for retired persons.  Treasurer 
Dan Tetzlaff also received at least one request on this subject.  The main issue was that some 
retired members with limited incomes found the dues requirement to be a burden, but yet they 
wished to remain in contact with (or active in) the IAMG. 
   
I checked with several other societies, including AAPG, Soc. Petrol. Engin., and Amer. Stat. 
Assoc.  Some organizations had no special status for retirees.  Others had a retired status that 
required being 65 years of age or 25 years membership in the organization, but possibly with no 
special financial benefit.  I have lost the file with the information I gathered, so cannot be more 
specific. 
   
I brought the issue up at the Council meeting in Ischia, Italy, in 1998. I suggested that the IAMG 
consider forming a special retired category of membership.  The meeting was running late, and 
so the proposal was assigned to the Membership Committee for study and a later report.  No 
report was made and nothing was heard of the proposal again. 
   
I raise the issue again, with a strawman proposal.  Specifically, I propose that the IAMG Council 
consider making a retired category for membership, but one that could be administered with little 
or no requirements and bureaucratic effort.  The status would require a small charge for dues that 
would not include a subscription to a journal.  The retired member would receive the Newsletter 
and be eligible to vote in elections.  The amount charged for dues should be adequate to cover 
expected postage for the Newsletter and election ballots; perhaps US$5.00 or so per year would 
be appropriate. 
   
I feel that IAMG could benefit from continued interest of retired members.  I would hope that 
such interest could translate into continued participation in IAMG, possibly even including 
serving on Committees or Commissions.  In addition, this special status would provide a helping 
hand to retired members living in less prosperous countries. 
   
I suggest that a Commission be established to study and report on this suggestion, or that the 
issue be put on the agenda of the Council Meeting at IAMG'01 for discussion.  If it were found 
feasible and desirable, implementation would require amending the Bylaws. 
 
 
       Thomas A. Jones, IAMG Councilor 
       10 July 2001 
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Report from the Awards Committee 
 
After the Council elections last year and in agreement with bye-laws 11 of our association, the 
Awards Committee has been partially renovated in December 2000. Recall that bye-law 11, as 
revised November 1999, reads as follows:  

The Council, as determined by Article 4 of the Statutes and By-Law 7, shall appoint a committee, 
known as the Awards Committee, that consists of five members of the Association (with the 
President acting as chairman ex officio), to seek nominations, select recipients, and announce 
winners of the William Christian Krumbein Medal, the Felix Chayes Prize for Excellence in 
Research in Mathematical Petrology, the John Cedric Griffiths Teaching Award, and the Andrei 
Borisovich Vistelius Research Award. Each member of the Awards Committee shall be appointed 
for a term of four (4) years, with terms of members overlapping. Members of the Awards 
Committee shall be ineligible to receive any of the Association's awards while serving on the 
Committee. 

Two members, Heinz Burger (Germany) and John Harbaugh (USA), have left the committee 
after several years of active participation. John Harbaugh was appointed Chairman of the first 
Awards Committee November 26, 1997, a position he kept until May 21, 1998, nonetheless 
staying as regular member of the committee.  The rest of the members, including Heinz Burger, 
were appointed December 8, 1997. They have been substituted by André Journel (USA) and 
Hugh Rollinson (UK). The 3 remaining members will continue until the IAMG’02 meeting in 
Berlin. Thus, at the present moment, the Awards Committee members are-in alphabetical order-
John Cubitt (UK), John C. Davis (USA), André Journel (USA), Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn (Spain), 
chair, and Hugh Rollinson (UK), with Graeme Bonham-Carter (Canada), president of IAMG and 
member ex officio. Heinz Burger has been asked by president Bonham-Carter to take over the 
chair of the committee after the IAMG’02 meeting in Berlin and has agreed to do so.  
 
Since its appointment, the committee has done its best for a timely call for nominations and 
selection processes according to all rules and regulations.  2001 is the second year that 
presentation of awards proceeds as established in the guidelines approved by the IAMG Council 
in November 1997, last updated in July 1998, and ratified by the General Assembly held in 
Ischia, Italy, in October of 1998. The 2001 Felix Chayes Prize went to Jim Nicolls (Canada) and 
the 2001 Andrei Borisovitch Vistelius Award went to Jef Caers (USA). The winners have been 
made public April 2001 and the presentation of the awards has been scheduled for the IAMG 
meeting in Cancun, September 2001. Calls for nominations for the of the 2002 William Christian 
Krumbein Medal and of the 2002 John Cedric Griffiths Award have already been posted in the 
IAMG Newsletter and will be soon in the web site. Laudatios for the winners have been sent for 
publication to "Mathematical Geology" (Vistelius Award) and to "Computers & Geosciences" 
(Chayes Prize), to the organisers of the IAMG meeting and are also posted in the IAMG web 
page.  Awardees are presenting keynote lectures at the IAMG Conference in Cancun, with the 
presentations published in the Conference Proceedings.  
 
In addition to this year’s presentation, the presentation of the 2000 John Cedric Griffiths Award 
has been also scheduled for the meeting in Cancun, as it was impossible for the winner, 
Lawrence J. Drew (USA) to attend the IGC meeting in Rio for personal reasons. 
 
Nevertheless, this year election of awardees has not been without problems. In fact, the 2001 
Felix Chayes Prize was elected out of a field of 4 candidates, while the winner of the 2001 
Andrei Borisovitch Vistelius Award prevailed over only 1 other nominee, even after the 
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extending the deadline for presentation of nominations by ten weeks until the end of March. This 
problem is an important one, and has to be faced seriously by the Council. To my understanding, 
possible reasons for this lack of candidates are that our awards are not yet well known, or that 
they are not considered to be worthwhile a competition, or that there is a lack of confidence in 
the fairness of the procedure. In any case, the challenge for the oncoming years remains the same 
as stated last year: to improve active support to the Committee by IAMG members to increase 
the number of candidates for each award. Large fields of deserving candidates are the best way 
to assure meritorious winners and increase the reputation of the awards. 
 
Vera Pawlowsky-Glahn 
Chair, IAMG Awards Committee 
 


